
  

 

A Parish Council /  Community Partnership Publication -June 2011 

A celebration of football and community spirit for all the family. 
 

Following on from success in previous years Coxhoe United are again celebrating the commitment and 

dedication of all of its players, coaching staff, committee members, supporters and volunteers with family 

fun days on the 18
th

 & 19
th

 June, 2011.  
 

Saturday 18th June – 7 a-side 
 

Five groups of 4 teams battle it out from under 

7‘s up to under 10‘s, games kick off at 9:00am 

and run throughout the day. U7, U8 Dev, U8 

9.00am ‗til 1.30pm and U9, U10 12.30pm ‗til 

4.30pm 
 

Sunday 19th June – 11 a-side 
 

 Four one off cup final style challenge games for each 

of the Coxhoe teams at under 12, under 13 girls, 

under 14 and under 15 girls. Any drawn games 

will go to a penalty shootout, drama guaranteed!  

U12 9.00am, U13 girls 10.30am, U14 12.00pm & 

U15 girls 1.30pm 
 

Everyone is invited with stalls and attractions for 

the young and old. From the fantastic inflatables 

to cake stalls selling delicious home made 

produce, a tuck shop, and refreshments including 

tea, coffee, hotdogs and ice cream and if the 

preceding years are anything to go by a real 

celebratory atmosphere should be the order of 

the weekend. 
 

The venue is the football field near the Linden 

Sports Centre .       

We look forward to seeing you there! 

A Busy Village! 

Much has happened in the last three months and the community is poised for more action in the next quarter.    
In this issue : 

 The community‟s response to Durham County Council‟s proposals for Future Leisure in Coxhoe is to make a 
bid to manage the Leisure Centre by establishing a Charitable Trust.  The result will be known by July. 

 Coxhoe Parish Plan 2 rolls on.  Thanks to Ian Forster for his excellent contribution.  Councillors Dunn and 
Pounder continue the process. 

Community events are planned  … 

 The Future Leisure in Coxhoe Group join forces with Coxhoe United for a fun weekend on 18th/19th June 

 Coxhoe History Group and Brian Hall provide a flavour of local history at Coxhoe Village Hall on 18th June 

Read about the cycling and walking activities planned for the Coxhoe area,  Parish Council and Community 
Partnership activities over the last year and the exciting range of activities recently experienced at Coxhoe 
Primary School - and lots more ….. 
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Bright Future for Leisure in Coxhoe District 

The news from Durham County Council that Coxhoe Leisure Centre could close in October was 

greeted with disbelief.  ‘Devastating’, Unfair’, ‘Misguided’  ‘Irresponsible’ – all words used to 

express community disappointment with the threat. 
 

The County Council have invited third parties to put forward bids to run the centre and the area has quickly 

mobilised its support and skills to ensure that the centre will stay open.  The community now feel there are 

opportunities to deliver a better programme from the centre.  ‘FLiC’ has been formed and though currently a sub-

group of Coxhoe Community Partnership they will become a separate Community Partnership Charitable Trust if their 

bid to Durham County Council is successful.  They propose to take over the responsibility of the health and leisure 

programme focussed on the centre at Coxhoe.  Coxhoe Parish Council, Coxhoe Community Partnership and individual 

members of the community are working to develop a Business and Future Development Plan which will so impress 

Durham County Council that they will transfer the centre to our safe keeping.  Chair of the group is Michael Lavelle 

and Secretary Bernadette Knill.  Members have extensive skills in working with young people, community 

development, sport and leisure management, human resources, financial management and accountancy.  It is 

remarkable that such diverse skills have emerged from our local area.  The group would appreciate a member with 

legal expertise to advise them.  If there is anyone out there ready to assist in this respect  please contact Mick Tel. 

0191 3773673. 
 

Local support 

Neighbouring parishes, partnerships and schools 

have supported the distribution of FLiC news 

sheets and official consultation forms.  700 people 

completed the Survey Forms which provide a clear 

view of people’s reasons for using the centre.   

This will inform our future programme.  East 

Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership 

agreed a resolution of support for FLiC and 

approved our application for £2,000 from their 

Small Grants Fund to assist with the costs of the 

feasibility study.  Officers have attended our 

meetings. 

Local MP Roberta Blackman-Woods has been 

involved in three meetings at Coxhoe and Durham 

and local Councillors Maria Plews and Dennis 

Morgan regularly attend meetings.  Coxhoe Primary 

School have agreed that their children will produce 

a display expressing their ideas on how the centre 

might develop in the future and numerous other groups and individuals have expressed their support. 
 

The ‘FLiC’  process 

An Expression of Interest Form is to be submitted to Durham County Council by June 10th and this will be considered 

along with other leisure providers and they should inform us shortly afterwards if our bid will proceed. 

The final bid must be made early in July and we will be notified well before October if it is successful.  In October 

the centre will be up and running with its new provider. 
 

Why are we confident we can plan for and run the centre successfully?  

As local people we know the needs of our community best.  Coxhoe and district has an excellent record of 

Community Development and community groups and individuals show solid support.  The ‘FLiC’ group possess the 

relevant skills and show terrific commitment and Durham County Council are being particularly supportive of our 

group. 

How can we succeed in making the centre financially viable? 

The centre providers will be subject to close community scrutiny and our Business and Development Plans will 

demonstrate this.  Unfortunately we cannot reveal our proposals just yet as other providers must not know what our 

plans include but we can disclose that charitable bodies are not required to pay rates, pay considerably reduced 

VAT, there will be no central payments, local volunteers will assist.  This will reduce the deficit considerably. 

How can you help?  Continue to use the Leisure Centre or join if you don’t currently use it and continue to support 

the group.  Contact us if you know of anyone who might wish to sponsor us – all sponsors will be recognised. 

Thank you to everyone who has submitted the official consultation forms, the County Council will inform you of the 

results.  We believe Coxhoe Leisure has a bright future! 
 

Big FLiC Day – this event, advertised previously in FLiC leaflets, has been postponed due to timescales in preparing the bid. 

Photograph courtesy of the Northern Echo 
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Coxhoe Health and Fitness—a new life for Ken Stanworth 

Coxhoe‘s Ken Stanworth, now aged 71, doesn‘t just feel it‘s important to 

keep Coxhoe Leisure Centre open but genuinely feels it‘s a matter of life or 

death. 

Two years ago Ken suffered two strokes which left him with his left arm 

and leg powerless and without sight in his left eye.  For three months he 

was confined to a wheelchair but was then referred by his G.P. for 

specialised exercise classes at Coxhoe Leisure Centre. 

He was and still is the only stroke patient to attend these classes.  Most of 

the other 11 or so in his weekly class are diabetics or have other health 

problems. 

In the year or so he has attended the gentle exercise class it has made a 

‗tremendous difference‘ to Ken‘s lifestyle.  Meeting with others with 

physical conditions has inspired him to work hard for every small 

improvement.  He can now do menial tasks like putting on his socks 

unaided. 

Ken‘s confidence has improved, he is now more independent, is able to travel by bus and visits the local 

club on regular occasions.  

Ken would love Coxhoe Leisure to stay open for the sake of others.  ‗We need to keep it open for the sake 

of our kids—it keeps them off the streets and helps reduce bad behaviour‘ says Ken. 

He wishes future stroke victims the opportunity to attend similar healthy exercise classes. 

But deep down Ken must wish these classes to continue for his benefit also as he genuinely believes that 

without them he might not have been with us today. 

The Life and Times of Coxhoe 

Coxhoe History Group and local history enthusiast Brian Hall have teamed up                                      

to provide a display of local history photographs and documents.   

The event will take place on 

Saturday June 18th at Coxhoe Village Hall 10am to 2pm.   

See the model of an Iron Age Round House   

Coxhoe Primary School children’s model of a medieval village   

Land Tax Records from 1785      

Coxhoe and Cornforth Tithe Maps of 1845  

Original Village Hall Deeds dated 1820’s  which tell us about                  

prominent landowners and trustees.   

Learn what life was like in Coxhoe in the 1800’s 

 See the Pit Cottage scene, remedies of 1820’s, make a ‘proggy mat’  

and guess the mystery object from Beamish Museum Resources, 

Fulling Mill Museum’s finds from the excavation of Coxhoe’s Iron Age settlement  

Discover how Durham County Records Office can help with local history research 

We can help if you’re interested in tracing your family ancestry    

See photographs displayed onto a large screen.  Bring your photographs and memories   

Entry £1 in aid of Village Hall Funds 

Refreshments available                                                                                            Raffle                                                                                                 
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Matthew Robson—  A Winner at Wembley 

As the Chronicle 

predicted in the last 

issue Matthew‘s 

midfield skills were 

required when Carlisle 

met Brentford in the 

Johnstone‘s Paint 

Trophy final at 

Wembley Stadium on 3rd April. 

The 1-0 defeat of Brentford compensated for 

last year‘s trouncing of the Cumbrian team by 

Southampton.  The winning goal was scored 

by Peter Murphy with Matthew giving a fine 

performance.  He has made 50 appearances 

this season, scored 2 goals and received 5 

yellow cards. 

News Bulletin 

  ‗Seventeen’ 

We’ve seen changes to our ‘café provision’ 

with the closing  of the ‘The Bank’ - the 

business moving & transforming to the 

‘Seventeen’ Café & Bistro at Church Street.   

 The Only Way is Up! 

Congratulations to our two unitary  

councillors who have recently been rewarded 

for their efforts at Durham County Council.  

Dennis Morgan is now Chair of the Council 

and Maria Plews has been elected to the 

Cabinet. 

 Coxhoe Village Hall—more access 

improvements 

Further progress has been made with the 

installation of a new door to the side entrance 

which accesses the upstairs rooms.  Thanks to 

funders Coalfield Regeneration Trust for their 

grant of £2201 and the joint efforts of Coxhoe 

Village Hall and Coxhoe Community 

Partnership 

Coxhoe Park—Green Flag Park Status? 

On the morning of 5th May two judges visited Coxhoe to 

assess the County Council‘s bid for the annual Green Flag 

Park Award.  Representatives  from County Council‘s 

Neighbourhood Services and Coxhoe Community 

Partnership attended.  The judges  marvelled at the Park‘s 

facilities and felt our young people in particular are very 

fortunate indeed to have so much happening.   

The judges look for continuous progress and questioned 

maintenance policies and improved developments.  They 

focussed on the uses made of the Willow-Wisp 

Environmental area and will look to see that supervised 

access for young people maximises the potential of the 

area which was developed as a creative way to drain an 

area which suffers from flooding in wet weather. 

They felt the Bowls Area was not being fully exploited 

and were surprised that no local gardeners involved 

themselves in developing the Sensory Garden area.    

Any offers? 
 

Green Flag Award applications are judged against eight 
key criteria.  

1. A welcoming place with good and safe access, 
signage, and equal access for all members of the 
community 

2.  Healthy, safe and secure  

3.   Clean and well maintained 

4.   Sustainability  

5.   Conservation and heritage 

6. Community involvement - the park management 
should actively pursue the involvement of members of 
the community who represent as many park space 

user groups as possible.  

7. Marketing 

8. Management 

Outside –before & after Inside before and after 

Ken Ridley—Obituary  

  

It was sad to hear of the death of Ken 

Ridley who was featured in the 

September Chronicle .   
 

It‘s fortunate that we enlisted Joe 

Tweddle to write an article on Ken‘s plot and ‗recycling‘ 

efforts at Commercial Road East.   
 

Two enquiries have been made for a copy, one from a 

family member, the other from Bernard McCormack, 

writer of Coxhoe History Books.  
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Coxhoe‘s Last Lollipop Lady? 

Anne Burn has seen our children across the busy main road at Blackgate for almost 33 

years .  During that time she has established herself as a familiar aspect of the village 

street scene in her long fluorescent coat with ‘lollipop’ poised for action. 

Her jovial disposition has become a feature of Coxhoe life, always ready to have a kind 

word with children and adult passers by. 

Punctual and reliable, Anne has operated a three shift system even though only a few 

children go home for lunch nowadays. 

Anne has now decided to retire and 

on 15th April the ‘Chronicle’ 

accompanied Anne on her last shift. 

We were surprised at the numbers of children crossing the road.  

Coxhoe children travel to school in many directions since the closure 

of Landsdowne Comprehensive School and approximately 50 young 

people were escorted across the road that afternoon.  Anne, of 

course, knows just who to expect and when, “Tudhoe Grange first – 

lower and upper schools separate, Coxhoe Primary, Sedgefield 

Comprehensive, Trimdon St. Williams, Gilesgate and lastly St. 

Leonards”. 

Anne knows all the children as individuals, knowing their names, other family members and most of the parents  She has 

a word with all of them and her buoyant personality brings out the best in them. 

From the oldest to the youngest they were all well behaved and waited patiently, 

usually in friendly groups, to be escorted across the road. 

Children and parents had been informed by Anne that this was her last day and 

they must take even greater care in the future. 

Before her last ‘shift’ Anne had attended the Royal Wedding Street Party at 

Coxhoe Primary School where she had been presented with a bouquet and card. 

Many children gave her cards and small gifts at the crossing point and without 

exception thanked her and wished her well. 

First to cross were Kimberley Raine and Shona Pell aged 13-14 years.  “Anne’s 

been here since we attended Primary School”, they said, “and always managed to 

put a smile on our faces”. 

Parent Debbie Dugdale said, “It’s always a pleasure to see Anne’s happy smile as she sees us safely across the road.  

She’s done a fantastic job here”. 

Anne explained to us that Fridays are quiet days for crossing as many fathers finish work early and collect their children 

from school in cars. 

Anne bought a lollipop for each child, 52 in all and they were all grateful. 

A card presented to Anne summed up the occasion perfectly:  “We’re going 

to miss seeing your happy face that always brightened up our day.  Thank 

you for keeping us safe and enjoy your retirement”!! 

 Retire may be  the wrong word as we’ll still see her around the village – 

she will continue to be involved with the Village Hall Committee and of 

course, enjoying looking after her increasing number of grandchildren – 

three at the moment with another one due to join the family in May. 
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Strictly Come Dancing 
 

A talented group of Year 5 children from Coxhoe 
Primary School wowed audiences with a fusion of 
street and ballroom dancing at a celebration of dance 
at The Gala Theatre.  
 

The performance was praised at a previous county 
dance festival and selected to represent primary dance 
from across the county. Seventeen children performed 
a unique dance routine that fused two very different 
dance styles seamlessly into one performance.  
 

Children from year 5 and Mrs Alsop worked tirelessly to 
perfect the routine to a professional standard including 
dashing costumes (aided by Mrs Rutherford) and perfect 
timing. The year 5 class had studied ballroom dance as part 
of their Physical Education curriculum perfecting steps to the 
cha cha cha, jive and the waltz.  
 

Mrs Henderson, the year 5 teacher, has been most impressed 
by the standard of the children‘s performance, ―I think the 
children have done a marvellous job and can be very proud 
of the performance they have given. I have been impressed 
by their maturity and dedication during rehearsals in the 
build up to the performance‖ 
 

Fun was had by everyone during the trip to the Gala and an experience the children will treasure.  

A Royal Afternoon 
 

Coxhoe Primary School enjoyed some early festivities on Friday 15
th

 
April with an afternoon of fun and frolics in celebration of the royal 
wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton. The school was 
awash with Union Jack colours as staff and children alike dressed in 
red, white and blue for the day. Our Friends of the School ensured the 
school hall looked equally patriotic as they decorated the walls with an 
abundance of banners, flags and bunting.  
 

After learning a little about the Royal family in the morning, the 
children really entered into the spirit of the afternoon, which started 
with some traditional games and races. It was a tough job judging the results of the egg and spoon and 
three-legged races as all of the children competed with such enthusiasm and energy!   

 

As a well deserved treat and much needed refreshment, the 
whole school then joined together in the hall for a wonderful 
‗street party‘. The lively atmosphere of the party created a real 
sense of community spirit and togetherness and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.  
 

As a final surprise, each child was given a commemorative pen as 
a keepsake to remind them of the special day ahead. The day was 
a great success and we at school would like to thank everyone 
who donated decorations, gave up their time to volunteer or 
helped in any other way at all and we wish the now Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge much happiness and luck. Cheers! 
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Wonders of the World 

Last term, the children at Coxhoe enjoyed exploring life in 

another part of the world. After studying a map of the world, 

they travelled many thousands of miles across Europe to the 

continent of Asia where they were immersed into the culture of 

China.  

Using different maps, they used keys to identify geographical 

features, such as bordering countries, mountain ranges , main 

rivers and, of course, The Great Wall of China.  With much 

‗awwing and ahhing‘,  they researched the giant panda and 

produced some fascinating fact files – they were surprised by 

some of the information they found. Also, an internet based treasure trail caused great excitement for 

many children in Key Stage 2. 

During the week, the children enjoyed traditional stories set in China, such as the The Chinese Creation 

story, The Willow Pattern, The Emperor‘s New Clothes and The Great Race.   The stories taught us a lot 

about the culture of China and inspired some beautiful art work which is displayed throughout the school.  

A visiting artist taught some of the children some painting techniques to help them create a Willow 

Pattern of their own – look out – these plates could be coming to a store near you soon! 

Inspired by our very own Royal Wedding, some children explored wedding ceremonies in China. They 

found the ceremony very different from a traditional English wedding.  

Many children found the Chinese writing particularly fascinating.  Two of our own children, who speak 

Chinese,  were able to demonstrate for the class. The children 

practised carefully before making a fabulous Chinese New Year 

banner and some bookmarks to take home. Many children also 

learned to speak some common everyday phrases which they put 

into practise throughout the week. 

Some children found out about the New Year celebrations and 

took part in some celebrations of their own. They made colourful 

dragon costumes and tasted some delicious food.  Even our 

youngest children became experts  with a set of chopsticks after all 

that practice with noodles in the water tray! 

Coxhoe School Building Project -  ‗The End is in Sight!‘ 

At last the final phase of the building project to improve the school facilities and increase our number of 

classrooms has begun.  We hope that the building work will be completed by the beginning of July and 

are looking forward to the extra facilities which will become available to us. 

As with most building projects in a building which is over 100 years old surprises have been found 

included gas, electric and drainage pipes in places they should not have been!  However, one of the most 

exciting finds was a  ‗Time Capsule‘ found beneath the steps in the old entrance into the Junior school.  

We are really excited about opening this with our pupils in the next few weeks.  I recall Mr. Brennan 

(retired Head-teacher) telling me about this capsule which he thought was buried during previous 

improvements to the school carried out when the school hall was built to connect the Junior and Infant 

schools.  Perhaps there is someone in the community who can remember this event or the items which  

were buried?  If so we would love to hear from you. 

Once the building work is complete we shall begin the next phase of our improvement work which will 

focus on the school grounds.  We are aiming to add extra playground areas and also to develop the 

gardens and conservation areas in order to use these areas as outdoor classrooms. 

We would like to thank our pupils and parents for their continued patience whilst all of this work is in 

progress. 

 Stephen Jones, Head Teacher 
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The last year was my fourth year as Chairman of Coxhoe Parish Council.  It has been yet 
another challenging year for us. Like everyone else we have had to cope with the impact of the 
recession and have had value for money firmly in our minds when we have continued to implement the 
Parish Plan. We have continued to strive to meet the evolving needs of the community by delivering 
your priorities. This year has been a year of success but not without its disappointments. You can access 
our full Annual Report from our website. However, in the following paragraphs I would like to let you 
know a little of what the Parish Council has achieved in partnership during the last year. 
 

Improving Community Safety – Working with the Police. The Police attend all main Parish Council 
meetings and provide a monthly crime report. They have been reporting fewer instances of crime and 
anti-social behaviour over the last year. The result of this partnership is that Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill 
are much safer places to live, work and play.  
 

Improving Health Facilities – Working with the PCT. The Parish Council has been lobbying for a new 
Medical Practice to be developed in Coxhoe. Unfortunately, and due to Central Government budget cuts 
and legislation change, the plans have been put back a further year. While this is disappointing our 
Parish Council does not intend to give up. 
 

Improving Highway Safety – Working with the County Council. Speed reduction signs have been 
installed in Quarrington Hill and in Coxhoe on a rota basis, in partnership with Durham County Council. 
The electronic signs alert drivers to excessive speed and have a successful track record of slowing 
vehicles down. More importantly data can be retrieved to confirm the speeds traffic are travelling at and 
will inform the Council‘s future decisions as to the success or otherwise of the measure introduced. As a 
result, we feel that highway safety has been improved within the villages. Work is now almost complete 
on new lighting columns in the Front Street, Coxhoe as a result of our work with Durham County 
Council. The heritage design lights have provided better lighting, and a number of columns are capable 
of receiving CCTV cameras. The new lights have also allowed Christmas lights to be installed for the first 
time in Coxhoe.  
 

Improving the Environment - Working with the Community Partnership. The Parish Council has 
continued to actively work with Coxhoe Community Partnership supporting environmental 
improvement in the village. We have continued to work with the Partnership to consider environmental 
schemes on the village green sites identified in our first Parish Plan. We now intend to work closely with 
Durham County Council and Groundwork to explore options.  To try and make improvements to untidy 
land and buildings within Coxhoe, we have lobbied the County Council to request or require owners to 
improve premises. We are delighted that owners of some of the biggest eyesores have spent significant 
sums of money improving property at a time of recession. We are grateful for this. The outcome of this is 
a more attractive place to live, work and play. 
 

Improvement of Churchyards, Grass Cutting, Hanging Baskets and Planters. The Parish Council has 
continued to provide some grass cutting services within parts of the Parish, including some footpaths 
and Coxhoe War Memorial Garden, and provided a total of 72 hanging baskets during the summer 
months. The results of our value for money exercise in respect of this and other planter and flower bed 
provision within the villages has secured improved annual displays and we received great feedback last 
year for the efforts we made. There is always room for improvement, we know, and we have been 
looking at what else we can do in both villages to improve things even more. We will be seeing what 
comes out of community engagement on our second Parish Plan before we progress things further.  
 

Improving the right to be heard – Consultations with Durham County Council. The Parish Council has 
been consulted on a significant number of important planning documents.  These have been largely 
centred on planning policy relating to the County Durham Plan or the Local Development Framework. 
We have been able to make significant and detailed responses to such documents because for the last 
year or so we have had the services of a Voluntary Assistant Parish Clerk Ian Forster. Hopefully, as a 
result of submissions in respect of documents such as the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
and County Durham Settlement Study, we have been able to get our view over strongly to the County 
Council how we feel Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill should develop in the future. Our responses are all 
detailed on our website. We have also commented to the County Council on their ideas of the issues and 
challenges facing the County by way of replying to their consultation document asking for views on the 
County Durham Local Development Framework Core Strategy Issues. This should ensure that our views 

Coxhoe Parish Council Annual Report 2010/2011 Summary  
Paul Dodsworth, Coxhoe Parish Council 
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are taken into account when the County Council set their priorities for development in the County.  
 

Improving Leisure Facilities – Working with a range of partners. The news that Durham County Council 
launched a consultation on the potential closure of the Leisure Centre is a bitter blow for our communities. 
The Parish Council is working very hard with FLiC (‗Future Leisure in Coxhoe‘) to respond to this 
consultation and ensure that there is a future for this important resource.  
 

Improving community engagement - Working with you. The lifetime of our first Parish Plan expired at the 
end of 2010. We have achieved a great deal of what we set out to do as a result of our first plan in 2005. 
Your aspirations and priorities will have changed in the last five years.  We started work on our second 
plan, Parish Plan 2, last November and have made significant progress in the first few months of this year. 
During the first few months of 2011 we have held two engagement events with communities in 
Quarrington Hill and Coxhoe, as well as holding a business forum with traders. Well over 100 people in 
total attended these events. As a result we will be shortly undertaking a survey based on a household 
questionnaire. 
 

Improving Parish Council Administration and Meetings – Towards Quality Status. There has been a clear 
increase in workload as a result of our ambition, the need for value for money, and the impact of local 
government reorganisation. In particular, there has been increased consultation from the County Council 
as they strive to improve services and additionally the work of the local Area Action Partnership has been 
monitored and reported. Our communications with our communities have been massively improved. We 
have provided detailed information in each edition of the village newsletters about what we are doing. 
We undertook a value for money exercise which now enables us to print the newsletters in house at a 
saving. We were able to launch an exciting new website in September last year which was the 
culmination of three months‘ work and at no cost to the Parish Council. The site has been developed on a 
community based one stop shop approach and is full of up to date community information about our 
communities, the Parish Council, and our partners.  
 

Financial performance 2010/2011 
Total Income and Expenditure 2010/2011 compared with previous year 

 
* Both figures include an element of committed expenditure agreed to be carried forward to the next 
financial year.  
 

This is just a glimpse of what we have done. Check out our full Annual Report on our website at 
www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Come along to a Parish Council Meeting 

We are committed to promoting the well being of residents and businesses in our village and most of our 

work is aimed at improvement. All of our meetings have been attended by the public. Residents have the 

opportunity to come along and raise issues at the beginning of each Council meeting. The meeting 

agenda is placed on the Parish Notice Boards in both villages in advance of the meeting and minutes of 

meetings are also published there once they have been approved. Meetings are generally held on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month commencing at 6.45 p.m. All meeting dates are displayed on the Parish 

Notice Boards. Since June 2009, all Parish Council meetings are held at Landsdowne House, 64 

Lansdowne Road, Coxhoe (just down from the Doctor‘s Surgery) where the Parish Council offices are 

based. The offices are open to visiting members of the public on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 9.00 

a.m. and 12.00 noon. This has enabled public access to the Parish Council and has improved efficiency in 

the management of Parish Council affairs, including meetings, while helping to sustain this important 

community facility.  

We publicise meetings including agendas in the week before each meeting on our notice boards and on 
our website www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk. We even put links onto our facebook and twitter pages.  
 

  2010/2011 2009/2010 

Total Expenditure £40,478.87 £39,946.64 

Total Income £43,676.99 £43,941.59 

Net expenditure -£3,198.12 -£3,994.95 

Balances at end of financial year £24,052.83* £20,854.71* 

http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Coxhoe Parish Plan 2011-2016    Coxhoe Consultation Event  - 5
th

 March at Coxhoe Village Hall 
 

71 people attended the event plus six from Durham Rural Community Council.  An exhibition in the room 

showed the successes of Parish Plan 1 and those issues which were emerging for Parish Plan 2.  The Youth 

Room displayed a board at the exhibition.  Ian Forster, event organiser, arranged two workshops - 

Workshop 1  :  examined issues to further improve Coxhoe and asked for suggested solutions to them. 

Workshop 2 :  feedback was given on the issues raised in Workshop 1 and those present were given 5 votes to 

identify those they felt the most important.    

Voting was as follows:  

 

Leisure Centre 

The meeting, quite rightly, did 

not over focus on the Leisure 

Centre issue but those present 

showed real concern about 

possible closure. 

Volunteers decided to meet 

shortly to form an Action Group 

against closure. 

 

Conclusion 

The debate was excellent on all tables.  Young people working with adults was creative and purposeful.  Apart 

from a substantial group of young people the turnout was largely of older people.  A significant number of 

pertinent issues were raised, recorded and will form the basis of the Household Questionnaire which is the next 

stage of the process.  Ian Forster is to be complimented on the well supported and successful event. 
 

A further meeting was held on Wednesday 11
th

 May to finalise the Household Questionnaire.  Those who 

expressed a wish to be involved in the process were invited to attend the meeting.  The Questionnaire will be 

delivered to every household in early June.  Boxes will be available at a number of locations for the collection of 

completed forms.  There will also be an option to respond electronically via Durham Rural Community Council‘s 

website– the preferred option to help keep costs down.  The deadline date for returns will be 10th July. 

Contact Details for Coxhoe Parish Councillors and Clerk: 

Parish Councillors in Coxhoe           Telephone:      Email 

Councillor Paul Dodsworth (Chair)           0191 3778914    p.dodsworth@bandk.co.uk  

Councillor Stuart Dunn (Vice-Chair)          0191 3773314    stuart_dunn@hotmail.co.uk  

Councillor Ron Mayo            0191 3771770         ronmayocxo@msn.com  

Councillor Mrs. Barbara Hepplewhite       0191 3771366          bhepp4@btinternet.com  

Councillor Tony Rowe            0191 3773642         tony.rowe@live.com  

Councillor Colin Thirlaway           0191 3772596         cthirlaway@btinternet.com  

Councillor Jimmy Taylor           0191 3771512         jimjamestaylor@mail.com    

Councillor Dennis Smith           0191 3772437 
 

Parish Councillors in Quarrington Hill 

Councillor Keith Pounder           0191 3773611          keith.pounder@tesco.net  

Councillor Mrs. Carole Wigham         07545 526338  

Councillor George Shotton          07768 350576 
 

Margaret Forster (Parish Clerk):          07988 283287    clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

The Parish Council would like to thank our Clerk, Margaret Forster, who has worked long and hard since 
her appointment, to improve our procedures, meticulously delivering the services we provide and dealing 
with our significant workload in an extremely professional manner; and our Assistant Clerk, Ian Forster, 
who has put in many hours on a voluntary basis, and produced an exceptional website and moved 
forward progress towards Parish Plan 2.  Sadly Margaret has recently resigned from her post as Parish 
Clerk in order to spend more time with her husband, Ian. The Parish Council wish both Margaret and Ian 
well for the future. 

Issues attracting most votes   Specific Issues 

Young People‘s Activities 61   Improve Village Hall 19 

Traffic 40   Re-start carnival 16 

Environment 32   Reduce dog fouling 13 

Crime and Policing 28   Increase Employment Opportunities 12 

Housing and Planning 28   Create Youth Council 12 

Community Buildings 22   Set up Cyber Cafe 12 

Range of facilities 15   More police presence 11 

Employment 14       

Communication 12       

mailto:p.dodsworth@bandk.co.uk
mailto:stuart_dunn@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ronmayocxo@msn.com
mailto:bhepp4@btinternet.com
mailto:tony.rowe@live.com
mailto:cthirlaway@btinternet.com
mailto:jimjamestaylor@mail.com
mailto:keith.pounder@tesco.net
mailto:clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Helping Hands Loans 

If you are struggling to afford to keep your 
home safe and comfortable to live in and you 
cannot access a loan from a bank, building society or 
other reputable lender you could be offered an 
affordable Helping Hands loan. 
 

Depending on your circumstances the loan can be paid 
back in affordable instalments, or if you have no spare 
money, it can be repaid when you choose to sell your 
home or when it is inherited by a member of your family. 
 

Our surveyors will visit and advise you of the items that 
can be funded using a loan, which can include; 
• repairing or replacing a leaking roof, 
 replacing rotten windows and doors. 
 providing an efficient heating system 
 Renewing faulty electric wiring 
 Remedying dampness 
 

Get in touch with us without any obligation - before you 
start any work!  We will be happy to arrange an 
appointment and visit you in your home at a convenient 

time to discuss your requirements. 
 

housingimprovementteam@durham.gov.uk    
 

Tel: 0191 5270 501 

Unitary Councillors‘ Report 

It has been another busy year for Dennis and Maria.  The County Council is up and 

running with a seamless transition. There has been success in the free school meals trial 

but it was a Labour initiative, and sadly it ends in July. Not all bad news though, as there 

was extensive improvements to school kitchens as a result..  The time is divided with local meetings including 

parish and partnership as well as committee meetings to ensure our voice is heard.  This enables us to keep up 

to date with the local issues and needs and to bring them forward to Council.  Through these meetings, we 

have been able to be involved, both in time and financially with local projects and initiatives.   

Some of these are: 

Coxhoe street lighting columns – nearing conclusion   :  Coxhoe village hall  door project - complete       

CCTV project in Coxhoe continues to be explored      :   Doctor‘s surgery project – still ongoing   

Funding input to allow extra session for Coxhoe Youth Room 

The future of indoor sports facilities in Coxhoe is yet to be resolved 

Parsons  Walk – surface improvement scheme being developed   

Limestone Linx Cycle Route –significant milestones achieved – development continues 

Quarrington Hill play area – development continuing        

Quarrington Hill traffic calming – fully operational, refinements to Church Lane being considered 

 

East Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership is now established and making an input and has been a 

source of funding and advice for many groups across the area.  Coxhoe has benefitted in many ways.  One 

such benefit is to the skate park as one of the top priorities being ―activities for children‖.  There have been 

many small groups who have had funding from the MIF fund, from Resident‘s Associations to sports groups.  

Dennis has continued on the board of DRVC and served a year as Vice-Chairman.  We continue to be busy with 

many more projects and schemes to develop. 

Events in the AAP Area - County Durham Plan    
Coxhoe mobile exhibition will be for two weeks from 6 June – 17 June and will be staffed on 6 June from 
10.00 am – 12.00 noon and 14 June from 10.00 am – 12.00 noon.  Contact Carole Dillon, Principal Planner 
(Area Policy Team) on 0191 3872209 or via e-mail  carole.dillon@durham.gov.uk     for further information. 

mailto:housingimprovementteam@durham.gov.uk
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The Annual  General Meeting was held on Wednesday 11th May 6.30 pm at Landsdowne Community 
Room.  

While previous officers were re-elected the need for new blood was highlighted and the position of the 
Chairperson will be reviewed in six months time.   

The meeting concluded at 7pm to make way for the Parish Council Parish Plan 2 meeting which followed. 

Thinking that this had not been a very productive year it was enlightening to hear the report which 
proved the opposite. 

Annual Report of Chairperson April 2010—March 2011 

Report of Chairperson 

Coxhoe Community Partnership is now in its 16
th

 year and continues to strive to make Coxhoe a better 
place in which to live and work.  Numbers may be few but by involving ourselves in the village and wider 
district we still influence positive developments in the community. 

Partnership working is often slow in delivery and most of the projects in which we have been involved are 
ongoing. 

 The Limestone LinX Cycle and Walk Ways Project has been a major focus for over four years but each 
of these years  has delivered a substantial section.  The project is nearing completion with funding in 
place and work underway on the final sections.  Only the marketing of the project is needed – leaflets, 
website and I.T. downloadable. 

It is pleasing that our project has engaged so many local communities, specialist officers and voluntary 
funders.  We are now finding that Limestone LinX is at the core of what is increasingly a wider cycle 
network with links to the south and east developed by East Durham Rural Corridor Area Action 
Partnership and to the north east by other local councils and partnerships. 

The numbers using the routes we have developed has increased considerably and it is now 
commonplace to observe cyclists and walkers using the footpaths for access to work, school and for 
leisure purposes. 

We are grateful to East Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership for their grant of £30,000 for 
this project. 

We also assisted Durham County Council to access £61,200 from East Durham Leader Programme for 

this project. 

 We were presented with an Environmental Award for the second year running from Durham County 
Council – this time for our Heritage and Living Churchyard project. 

 Barbara Hepplewhite and Dennis Morgan established a 12 week computer course in September at 
Landsdowne Community Room after requests made at Partnership meetings.  We are not aware of 
why this or other classes did not continue.  It seems like a missed opportunity. 

 In November Barbara Hepplewhite, Funding Co-ordinator, attended a Reception given at Windsor 
Castle by the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh for those involved in Rural Communities in the United 
Kingdom.  The invitation was unexpected and it was discovered that she had been recommended by 
Durham Rural Community Council. 

 The Youth Room Partnership continues.  Coxhoe is one of only three Leisure Centres in the Durham 
area which hosts a youth room.  The Youth Leader made clear her appreciation of the help from the 
Partnership both financial support and that which relieved her of many administrative burdens and 
enables her to have maximum engagement with young people. 

While there have been many activities for members there has been very little progress with the 
proposed alterations and refurbishment of the room.  Two applications for funding were made to the 
Youth Capital Fund but unfortunately both were unsuccessful.   

 We have worked in partnership with Coxhoe Village Hall Management Group to improve access to the 
Village Hall and this work is now completed.  New front and side entrance doors are in place which 
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are functional, disability friendly, better insulated and enhance the hall‘s appearance.  Coxhoe 
Community Partnership has assisted the Management Group to obtain funding for this project 

 The Partnership assisted St. Andrew‘s Church to draw up a plan and access funding for paving and 
landscaping around the church building.  This places the Church in a setting, provides opportunities 
for a variety of outdoor activities and enhances the village centre regeneration. 

 Partnership members have assisted Durham County Council to develop regeneration plans for Coxhoe 
Park and make an application for Green Flag Park Status. 

 Recently we have been involved in the development of Parish Plan 2 and look forward to its 
conclusion as it should provide the stimulation to work with the Parish Council to help deliver on the 
communities‘ priorities.  Hopefully it will provide new partnership members. 

 Partnership members continue their work as editors of Coxhoe Chronicle, the quarterly village 
newsletter, in partnership with Coxhoe Parish Council who cover production costs.  This is delivered 
throughout the village and continues to be well received. 

 A sub-committee of the Partnership was recently set up to ensure Coxhoe Leisure Centre remains 
open.  An application to the East Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership for £2,000 was 
successful for expenses towards developing a feasibility study, business and development plans.  We 
have agreed to support the group by re-allocating funds from Cycle Maintenance to further support 
expenses anticipated in employing consultants to advise the process. 

 The achievements of Coxhoe Community Partnership are evident locally but they are increasingly 
becoming influential in shaping area, county, regional and national policies i.e. through Area Action 
Partnership, County Council, East Durham Leader, Durham Rural Community Council, Government 
departments, Natural England. 

I thank all who have attended our meetings and those who continue to work for the Partnership and in 
particular, Ron Mayo - secretary, Joe Tweddle - minutes secretary, Wendy Lavelle-treasurer, Barbara 
Hepplewhite – funding co-ordinator and Mr. Nichols-auditor. 

While it has been a privilege to chair the group I look forward to a replacement soon. 

John Hepplewhite,   Chair 

Coxhoe Youth Room 

The recent announcement of the possible closure of the Leisure Centre raises real concerns within the  
Youth Room Partnership.  It is possible that our young people could be the big losers as it puts the youth 
room in jeopardy.   If the Leisure Centre continues under new third party ownership the facility could 
close.  

Having established youth opportunities in the village a decade or so ago both time and resources have 
been invested to maintain it.  £75.000 has been raised by Coxhoe Community Partnership towards 
Youth Room activities including funds used to purchase equipment for Coxhoe Leisure Centre and 
training for DCC Leisure officers, in addition to £750,000 to create Coxhoe Park. 

Local young people have been provided with a wealth of purposeful experiences and the community at 
large has benefitted. 

Young people are often unfairly judged by the misdemeanours of a small minority and as a result they 
are often unwelcome in community buildings.  Coxhoe Leisure Centre is the obvious and perhaps only 
venue for our youth activities. 

A contingent of young people from the Youth Room and youth worker Emma Agar engaged in the  
Parish Plan Consultation Event on 5th March.  They displayed an exhibition stand and participated in the 
table discussions. 

They took particular interest in the display of Coxhoe Carnival programmes, asking why it did not take 
place now.  When it was explained that there were no adult volunteer members of the community to 
organise it they expressed an interest in doing so. 

Some of the young people added their names to the volunteer list and it is hoped that they will be 
involved in formulating the Parish Plan 2 Young People‘s questionnaire. 
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DISCLAIMER:  The information in this newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of going to print. 

Coxhoe Community Partnership accepts no responsibility for any error, omission, subsequent changes and complaints arising from items printed in this 
newsletter.  The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Coxhoe Community Partnership group. 

SHOPPERS‘ SERVICES  at  St. Andrew‘s Methodist Church  

Saturdays 10-10.30am,  

4th June, Guest Speaker: Peter Laidler 

2nd July, Guest Speaker: Rev. Christine Kettlety 

6th August, Guest Speaker: Rev. Pauline Fellows 

Saturday, 3rd September, Speaker: Rev. Jenny Pryde 

FOOD SAFETY COURSE 

CIEH LEVEL 2 

THURSDAY 30
TH

 JUNE 
9.30am – 4.30pm 

 

Suitable for anyone who handles food or 
drink 

Valid for three years 
 

£55 per person including lunch 
 

Coxhoe Village Hall 
Front Street, Coxhoe 

Durham DH6 4AY 
 

To book a place or for further information contact 
 

Sylvia Gibbons 
07771 753995 

sylviamgibbons@aol.com 
 

Other dates/venues available.   First Aid courses also available  

Saturday 18th/Sunday 19th June 
Coxhoe United Fun Day  

and Football Tournament 
 

Saturday 18th June 10am-2pm 
Coxhoe History Group Event 

„The Life and Times of Coxhoe‟                         
History Display  

Coxhoe Village Hall £1 entry 
 
Thursday 14th July 6.45pm 

Durham Constabulary PACT meeting 
Coxhoe Leisure Centre 

 
Thursday 14th July 7pm 

Coxhoe History Group 
„Chris Lloyd-of Fishes and Actors,                    
100 years of Darlington Theatre‟ 

£2 entry inc refreshments 
 

Monday, 19th September  
Rachel Orr in Concert 
St. Andrew‟s Church  -  

Tickets £6  

Coxhoe Community Partnership meet 
Wednesdays 7pm  

at Landsdowne Community Room 
Meeting dates:  1st June   

6th July / 3rd August  
7th September 

 

Coxhoe Parish Council meetings 
 4th Wednesday of the month 6.45pm at  

Landsdowne Community Room 
 

Meeting dates:    29th June /  27th July   
                      24th August  / 28th September 

 

Coxhoe History Group meet 
2nd Thursday of the month 7pm                                

at Landsdowne Community Room 

          Mobile Library Schedule for Coxhoe 
Monday;       

Landsdowne Road     09:45-10:15 :   
Green Crescent          10:20-11:15 

Petterson Dale            11:20-12:00 
Friday;      

Landsdowne Road     3:15-3:45 
Green Crescent           3:50-4:45 

Petterson Dale             4:50-5:30 
 

Coxhoe Village Hall :    

New  Combat Class     Fridays 6—7pm 

Chantelle Knox Dance Class — 

moved from Fridays to Saturdays 10am-2pm  

 
 

 
 

 

Health, Fitness and Friendships 

Coxhoe cyclists  and walkers wanted! 
 

Family Cycling Group — 

East Durham Rural Area Action Partnership have 

organised a series of family cycling events based at 

Coxhoe on Saturday mornings - see opposite page. 

The  activities, led by qualified cycle leaders from the 

NHS , are safe and appropriate to the fitness level of 

those taking part.  There are good routes in this area 

from Coxhoe Leisure Centre.   

Cycling is a recommended physical and social 

activity for all ages.   This activity is Free so get out 

your bikes and get moving!  

Walking for Health Project - 

This project will be launched at Coxhoe on Thursday 

2nd June.  Organiser Jim Nutt, DCC Leisure Officer, 

is an experienced and popular walks leader.    

This project is delivered very successfully in other 

villages such as West Cornforth, Ferryhill and 

Sedgefield.  As well as walking locally the group will 

be transported further afield within and outside 

Durham County– see information opposite.  A 

recent visit to ‗Talking Tarn‘, near Carlisle cost only 

£8 return. 

See you on Thursday 2nd June? 

Why not ‗Get Active‘ and give them a try? 

Friends of Coxhoe Primary School hosts its first 

Strawberry Fair and Summer Fete!   Saturday 2nd July 10am—2pm 
A sizzling extravaganza for the family—come along and try your hand at 
Archery, the Coconut Shy, Panning for Gold, Bouncy Castle, Penalty Shoot 

Outs and much more … Grab an Ice Cream or Hot Roast Bun or a cake from 
our cake stall.  Why not enter our “Victoria Sponge” competition and 

be crowned the “champion of cakes”!   “It’s going to be a great day!” 

mailto:sylviamgibbons@aol.com
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Coxhoe Youth Room Wednesdays—Lads & Lasses 

Thursdays—Girls Only! 

DJ JOHN’s Disco  

June 20th,          

July 23rd,  

August 20th 
 

12.15-2.15pm   50p entry 

Hotdogs  *    Tuckshop          Prizes   

*    Raffle   All Welcome 

ALL WELCOME                                                                                                 

Colour 

me 

Knock on the door. 

Nothing, it just waved  

Because they‘re Shelfish.  

Swimming Trunks 

Because he kept pinching things 

A Mussell. 

Why won`t Prawns share their Sweets? 

 What do Trees wear at the Seaside?  

 What is the Strongest Sea Creature? 

Why did the Police Arrest the Crab?  

  

How would you Sink a Submarine crewed by idiots? 

 

 What did the Atlantic Ocean say to the Pacific?  

The need to raise funds for activities, Durham 

County Council‘s Big Spring Clean project and 

the offer of a donation of £200 by Coxhoe Parish Council resulted in a 

decision by the youth room to organise a litter pick in Coxhoe.  Sadly there was a shortage in 

numbers on the day but thanks to the dedication and commitment of two of the girls and our 

youth leader the litter pick did take place and Coxhoe has had a big spring clean. 

Well done Rachel Barker and Kristie Palmer—two Good Young Citizens– and Emma Agar, youth 

leader.  Your efforts are appreciated by the community and Coxhoe Parish Council—and other 

youth room members will benefit from your hard work. 


