
  

 

 

      Monday 3rd December :  CAROL NIGHT 
- Coxhoe Primary School and West Cornforth Salvation Army Band Songsters & Timbrels  

7pm at Coxhoe Village Hall 

December 

2012 

There’s some lovely Christmas windows and lights appearing in the village!                          

By the time you read this our festive street lights should also be shining... 

 10th  December : MEMORIAL AND REMEMBRANCE SERVICE                                  
   Remembering loved ones at Christmas— 7pm at St. Andrews’ Church 

 

 13th December  : PANTOMIME COMES TO COXHOE !  See information below    
   (Oh no it doesn’t .. Oh Yes it does!) 
 

19th  December : 2 pm ‘THE SILVER BELLES’ at the Active Life Centre—see below  
 

         7-9pm ‘CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT’ at St. Andrew’s Church   
           A relaxing evening of favourite Christmas songs and carols  £2.50 inc refreshments 

 

22nd  December: OPEN AIR CAROLS  10-10.45am  in St. Andrew’s Chapel forecourt - 
         helpers welcome to join in! 

‘FILM SHOW –’ARTHUR CHRISTMAS’ 10am at the Active Life Centre 
 

24th December : VILLAGE CAROL SERVICE 6pm at St. Mary’s Church - family friendly! 
   And Carols at St. Joseph’s at 5.30pm followed by MASS at 6pm  
 

and last but not least! — a family NEW YEARS’ EVE PARTY at the Active Life Centre... 
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Limestone LinX Opening – A Grand Family Event! 

Blue skies, glorious sunshine and the lure of a gold 

medal for young people ensured a good turnout on 

Saturday 6
th

 October at Coxhoe as the recently completed 

Limestone LinX Project was celebrated!   

Councillor Dennis Morgan welcomed all and praised the prestigious 

scheme and all who had supported the project. 

The occasion was targeted as a family event and it certainly achieved 

this aim.  Children had been informed through their local schools that 

they would receive a medal if they completed the distance - an 

attractive proposition in this Olympic year.   

47 walkers and 65 cyclists participated in the event which started and 

finished at the Active Life Centre@Coxhoe.  All ages and abilities were represented ranging from babies to 70+ - 

babies in back carriers or prams, toddlers riding trikes.   

A gentleman in a wheelchair was able to enjoy 

the occasion with his family’s assistance.  

David Poole from Coxhoe completed the route on 

cycle towing children Isabelle and Luke in a two-

seater trailer nicknamed the ‘Coxhoe Rickshaw’ 

accompanied by daughter Olivia on her own 

cycle.   

There were smiles all round – both children and 

adults! - when Councillor Morgan presented 

medals at the finish.  

Light refreshments were also available.  

The atmosphere was tremendous and we are delighted at the numbers who attended. 

The cycle ride was ably led by a team of 6 from the NHS Cycling Team and the walkers by 

Elaine Crow from Durham County Council’s Parish Paths Partnership.   

We would like to take this opportunity to thank members of the five voluntary groups, officers 

and local members of Durham County Council , Sustrans North East and Tarmac Ltd who 

have worked in partnership to deliver the project.  The teamwork and perseverance of our 

group over six years has been well worth it.  The scheme enhances the health and well 

being of the local and wider area and is the envy of many.   

Leaflets are now available from the Active Life Centre, Post Office, Coxhoe Medical Practice 

and at various locations in all villages in the cluster.  Information and a Virtual Tour can be 

found on Coxhoe Parish Council website. 

The NHS Cycling Team take groups out every Saturday at 10am from the Active Life 

Centre@Coxhoe and more organised events will be planned in the future.    

 …………………………………………………………. 

Thank you to Clive Lawson from Quarrington Hill, Karen Turner, landlady of the Half Moon at Quarrington Hill and 
Gillian Bowtell (nee Taylor) of The Avenue, Coxhoe  for the soft drinks provided free of charge.  Clive agreed to 
organise the drinks and after discussion with Karen she canvassed Gillian, her soft drinks provider which resulted in 
them being supplied free of charge.  They were exactly what was needed and much appreciated by both children and 
adults on a hot day! 

………………………………………………………………………. 
On 9th October representatives of the Limestone LinX Working Group attended the County Durham Environment 

Award Presentations where they received an Award for Partnership working. 

What goes in a chimney red                      

and comes out of it black?  

 

How much did Santa pay for his sleigh? 

Santa Claus. Nothing, it was on the house! 
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All I want for Christmas is… 

Once upon a time there was a little girl called Kitty who wanted a kitten for Christmas.  
 

Her mother couldn't buy a kitten and wrap it up for Christmas Day, so she bought it a week before 
Christmas and gave it to Kitty.   'You're getting your Christmas present a week early this year,' her 
mother explained and handed over the fluffy little tabby kitten.  

 

Kitty said, 'It's wonderful mummy...just what I wanted. There's just one thing wrong!'  'What's that?' her 
mother asked.  'Well, it has a cute little claw on the outside of every paw and a cute little claw on the in-

side of every paw - but the poor little thing has no claws at all in the middle of its paws!' 

Her mother smiled. 'Don't worry, Kitty....when you wake up on Christmas morning you'll find the claws are 
there.' 

Kitty loved her kitten very much but she worried when the days passed and there was no 
sign of claws in the middle of its paws! 
 

When Christmas Eve arrived and there was still no sign, Kitty went to her mother and asked again, 
'Are you absolutely sure that the kitten will have its middle claws tomorrow? There's only a few hours 
to go and there's not a hint or clue or an inkling as to claws as far as I can see!' 

'Wait till you wake up on Christmas morning,' her mother smiled and went on stuffing the turkey. 
 

So Kitty went to sleep a worried girl. And when she woke up on Christmas morning she ignored the 
presents in her stocking and rushed downstairs to look at her little kitten. 

She was astounded, amazed and just a little surprised to see that her kitten had four 
claws on every paw! The middle ones had appeared as if by magic. 

Kitty rushed to her parent's bedroom. 'Mummy, Mummy! The kitten has grown its middle 
claws!'  'Of course it has,' her mother grinned.  'But how did you know?' Kitty demanded. 
 

Her father rolled over sleepily and sighed, 'Oh, Kitty, everybody knows....that Centre-claws always 
comes at Christmas!' 

Samantha Sings for Coxhoe  

Coxhoe is buzzing with conversation about Samantha Lavery who has performed at a number of local venues, the 

latest being the Active Life Centre at Coxhoe on Saturday 3
rd

 November. 

Samantha’s singing talents emerged at school, initially singing solo at Primary 

concerts.  She recalls singing ‘Heaven’, a Bryan Adams song, at a school camp. 

She is a member of a musical family, her grandfather having a fine tenor voice.  

Father Jimmy proudly supports his family and enjoys being involved in developing 

Samantha’s talents. 

Each week Samantha attends for singing coaching with Karin Carter at Shildon, 

who formerly entertained holiday makers on cruise ships.  She  has so far achieved 

3 of 8 grades  with Karin, recorded C.D’s and performed with other pupils of Karin’s 

to raise funds for international emergencies e.g. earthquakes.  Good relationships 

and sound characters are being developed as well as fine singing voices. 

She has a powerful voice and a natural presence on stage which has impressed good audiences.  Samantha’s first 

opportunities were at the ‘Red Lion’.   She has also performed at the Coxhoe United Presentation Evening at Coxhoe 

WMC and has acquired a sizeable band of admirers and supporters in the village. 

Favourite singers include Jessie Jay, Amy Winehouse and Whitney Houston and she performs their songs with 

passion.  Samantha was successful in the Open Mic competition at the Tyne Theatre, Newcastle and progressed to 

the regional final and also to the City Varieties Theatre at Leeds. 

She is a respectful and reflective 13 year old who grows in stature and confidence when performing.  As a 

consequence of her recent meteoric progress she is to sing ‘Hallelujah’ to a school assembly of 1,000 pupils and 

teachers at St. Leonards School which she attends.  She has ambitions to pass all her singing grades and go as far 

as she can in her singing career.  However, she fully appreciates the need to achieve at school also.  ‘If I do well at 

English’ she says, ‘it could help me to write better songs’. 

Samantha  is very grateful to David Lawson, Paul Armstrong and Melanie Adams for their support.  Her  impact on 

Coxhoe entertainment and beyond has been considerable but it is pleasing to note the importance she gives to all 

round character development, her local community and to the needy in the world.  We wish her well! 
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Coxhoe Village Hall Working Group : A Sustainable Future - A Strategy for the 21
st
 Century 

 The Working Group is making good progress.  Since the last issue the Working Group 
has: 

 Been implementing its action plan 
 Held a volunteering evening which got more people on board to help 
 Worked with an architect to develop options to refurbish the building; and 
 Developed and considered a set of options for how the Village Hall can change. 
 

 In November we took our first step into the 21st Century when British Telecom installed 
Infinity Broadband free of charge.  This is as a result of a successful application to BT.  
The service will also be provided free of charge for one year.      

 We are also in the process of purchasing a ‘recycled’ computer through a County Council scheme for Community 
Groups.  There will be a charge of £100. 

 A funding application will soon be submitted for exterior notice boards. 

We firmly believe that the work is not about simply saving the village hall. Rather that the Village Hall is a community 
hub which could be developed in a way which meets the wants and needs of our village and is a centre for improving 
life experiences for our residents.  

The Working Group has decided to think big and have agreed to look at the refurbishment of the building including a 
new heating system, toilets and kitchens.  The physical improvement of the Village Hall will depend on securing grant 
aid to achieve the building refurbishment.  

Plans include :  

 developing a new centre around an IT resource centre and a ‘charity’ shop to bring in much needed income.  

 Bringing in a great deal of new activities and life opportunities into the centre.  

 re-visiting how the Village Hall is managed right down to revised opening times. 
 

Check out our page on the community website at        
                                  http://parishes.durham.gov.uk/coxhoe/Pages/CoxhoeVillageHallPage.aspx. 

Ian Forster, Administrator, Coxhoe Village Hall Working Group  

Training  Opportunities at Coxhoe Village Hall 

One of the ideas generated by the Village Hall Working Group is the provision of training.    

   The Village Hall is joining forces with Cornforth Partnership to provide the opportunity for training 
through the Employability Support Training Programme.  The training is free of charge supported by the Greggs 

Foundation and The Coalfields Regeneration Trust  

The types of support available include: 

  Mentoring : CV preparation : Job searches : Help with application forms :  Benefit advice;                                                  
    and  Work experience placements and volunteering opportunities. 

The following training is currently available: 

SIA Door supervision   :  CSCS Community Service   :  Confidence Building  ;   Health and Social care. 

Most of these could be delivered locally in the Village Hall. If you took advantage of them you would be developing 
new skills, opening new employment opportunities and contributing to the future of the Village Hall. 

Interested?     Contact Marie or Catherine at the Cornforth Partnership on 01740 652000                                                           
or by e-mail  marie@cornforthpartnership.org    catherine@cornforthpartnership.org 

Stop 

Press! 

ALL CHANGE!     ‘With the future needs of the Village Hall in mind the Management Group feel that new blood is 

needed and have decided to retire from their present positions. 

The Management Committee have worked hard for decades and now want to hand over the Management of the Hall 

to a totally new group.   

We will continue to support a new committee as ‘Friends’.  We enjoy our relationship with the working group and feel 

positive about the proposed changes .’                       Fred Burn, Chair 

We are also hoping to arrange for a ’Computer for Beginner’s course in the Village Hall.  If you are interested please 
contact Ian Tel. 0191 3772784  and we will keep you up to date with the latest information 

COMMITTED VOLUNTEERS  ARE NOW URGENTLY REQUIRED TO FORM A NEW MANAGEMENT GROUP! 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP IS THURSDAY 6TH DECEMBER 6.30pm 

Anyone interested please contact David Vasey (Parish Clerk)  07988 283287  clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk  

http://parishes.durham.gov.uk/coxhoe/Pages/CoxhoeVillageHallPage.aspx
mailto:marie@cornforthpartnership.org
mailto:catherine@cornforthpartnership.org
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Since the last edition of the Chronicle the work of the Community Partnership has been focussed 
on the Parish Plan, progressing existing projects and supporting the Coxhoe Village Hall Working 
Group. 

In terms of the Parish Plan the Partnership has provided support to the Parish Council in 
preparing the final version of the Parish Plan which was adopted by the Parish Council at the 
beginning of September. The plan, together with all the documentation published during the 
plan preparation process is now available on the Parish Councils community website 
www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk. Remember that the Community Partnership administers this 
web site on behalf of the Parish Council. If you would like anything adding to it please let us 
know! The site had over 1,000 hits in November! 

The last stage of the Limestone LinX project has been undertaken over the last couple of 
months and is now complete. The Partnership worked with other partners to ensure that a very 
successful formal launch took place in early October. This was attended and enjoyed by well 
over 100n cyclists and walkers. It was a true family event and people of all abilities took part. Partnership members 
helped Durham County Council produce a brand new leaflet which was made available for 
the event. That is now available in post offices and other centres around the area as well on 
the Limestone LinX pages on the community website www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk . In 
addition to this Partnership members undertook the way marking along the route. These will 
help walkers and cyclists to navigate all four Limestone LinX routes.  

In early October the Limestone LinX project won a prestigious environment award. The 
award was in the Community Partnership category of the Durham Environmental 
Partnerships Environment Awards 2012. 

The Partnership has been in demand for making presentations on the project and gave presentations at two Leader 
events in October including one to a visiting group of environmentalists from Finland! 

The Partnership has been continuing to take an active role in the Coxhoe Village Hall 
Working Group. It has been active in helping the group come together, formulate its 
aims and objective and develop an action plan. It has co-ordinated the work of the 
Architect appointed by the Working Groups, has developed options for the Working 
Group to consider and has contributed to ideas for the Working Group to consider.  

The Partnership meets on the first Thursday of every month. We are now meeting at 
the Village Hall, with the Coxhoe Village Hall Working Group forming the first part of 
the meeting. Coxhoe needs your help. Why not come along and find out what its all 
about and how you can help. 

Our Annual report is now publicly available. Check out our own page on the community web site at 
http://parishes.durham.gov.uk/coxhoe/Pages/CoxhoeCommunityPartnership.aspx 

Ian Forster, Chair Coxhoe Community Partnership 

Coxhoe Businesses  —  New Owners / Changes 

 While it was sad to see Peter’s Bakers close in Church 

Street it is reassuring to see the premises snapped up 

so that the Bakery Trade can continue at those 

premises. 

 Another new business opens in 

the old Coxhoe Co-op premises, 

more recently Gatenby’s.  The 

very attractive window displays 

shows that it increases the rich 

diversity of shopping 

opportunities at Coxhoe.  

 A brewery has recently opened at the Kicking Cuddy  - 

more info on page 6 —an exciting proposition ...we 

understand that a restaurant will follow soon.? 

 More Coxhoe businesses  open until 7pm  on 

Thursdays  -   Franks Carpets , ‘Seventeen’                         

   and Coxhoe Timber  Services  

http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Partnership Working to maintain and improve our Vibrant Community 

The environment of Coxhoe village centre is much admired and the public services on offer are many and varied.  

The car park is a vital amenity to ensure good access to all that our village offers and the recent transformation has 

attracted many complimentary comments such as ‘the new surface is as good as on the M1’. 

Historically the land for the car park was purchased by the Village Hall Trustees in 1939-45.  In 1978 an agreement 

was made between the Trustees and Durham City Council for the car park to be made 

available for public use provided it was maintained by the City Council. 

In recent years the condition of the surface has deteriorated and temporary repairs have 

barely contained a village problem.  The City Council are no more and the Village Hall is 

only just surviving and could not afford the necessary repairs. 

Durham County Council have helped by filling potholes but reductions in the highways 

budget has limited their support . Tarmac Ltd (Jim Beecham in particular) have assisted with short term maintenance 

free of charge but it was realised a full resurfacing was the only thing that could solve the problem long term.  The 

costs of this were substantial. 

Creative thinking by Coxhoe Parish Council and Durham County Councillors Maria Plews and Dennis Morgan has 

solved the problem. 

Tarmac won a tender for a new surface, our two County Councillors contributed £4,819.98 from their Neighbourhood 

Budget and the Parish Council agreed to take out a lease for the car park and provide insurance liability to help 

sustain it in the future.  The result is the provision of excellent car parking facilities for locals and visitors and the 

scheme a triumph for partnership working.  Once again we have done it ourselves! 

 

 

This issue of the Coxhoe Chronicle ties in with a change in the seasons  

Clearing snow and gritting paths—can you help? 

The Parish Council is exploring ways of working in partnership with Durham County 

Council to improve the level of snow clearing and gritting in Coxhoe. Durham County 

Council provides the salt, necessary equipment and training, with the Parish Council co-ordinating 

volunteers in Coxhoe who will give a little of their time when required.   As the Parish Council does not 

have a workforce that can be re deployed there is a need for local volunteers,  therefore if you are interested please 

contact the Parish Clerk on 07988 283287, or at clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk.   

 Coxhoe Village Hall Lighting  

Following concerns expressed by the public about poor lighting around the Village Hall Car the Parish Council have 

arranged for the installation of four new floodlights in that area and two lights to the southern side of 

Coxhoe Village Hall.  

Festive Lights  

The Christmas lights in Coxhoe will be installed and switched on in the second half of November. 
  

     David Vasey (Parish Clerk)     07988 283287      clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk  
The next meeting is Wednesday 5th December—7pm at Coxhoe Village Hall 

Coxhoe Parish Council – Information Point   

Delivering Quality Services to 
Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill 

Using our Neighbourhood Budget to Enhance our Village  :  County Councillors Maria Plews and Dennis Morgan 

This year we have each received £25,000 to spend on area issues which include Coxhoe, Kelloe, Quarrington Hill, 

Cassop and Park Hill.  We have worked together to help fulfil the aspirations of volunteers and organisations and cre-

ate and inspire the development of our area. 

There are lots of projects being developed in Coxhoe, some complete and some ongoing.  This year funds have 

been used : 

 to support young people’s activities including Youth Club and skateboard coaching, 

 To support local history research and development. 

 The Limestone LinX project received £4,500 and is now complete. 

 Coxhoe allotment holders received £3,923 for a water supply. 

 Repairs to equipment at Coxhoe Kidzone and Car Park refurbishment will cost £15,000. 

 The Active Life Centre received £15,000 towards initial running costs.   The Future Leisure in Coxhoe (FLiC) 

group go from strength to strength with a progressive innovative management team. 

mailto:clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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DISCLAIMER:  The information in this newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of going to print.  Coxhoe Community Partnership 
& Parish Council accepts no responsibility for any error, omission, subsequent changes and complaints arising from items printed in this newsletter.  

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Coxhoe Community Partnership and Parish Council groups. 

What do they sing under the ocean 

during the winter? 

Christmas Corals! 

St. Andrews Methodist Church 
 

Fellowship Meetings : 11-11.45 am 

  3rd December ‘Christmas Alphabet, part 2’  
 

10th December, ‘Christmas Alphabet, part 3’  
 

Christmas Celebration Service 

     23rd December, 10.45 to 11.30am 

 Led by the Church Stewards—everyone welcome 
 

Christmas Morning Holy Communion 

   25th December, 10.00 to 11.00am 

        Led by Rev. Christopher Wood-Archer 

An ideal start to Christmas Day  –    all welcome 
  

Shoppers Services  

       First Saturday of the month 10—10.30am 

WINTER PRESSURES 

During the cold and wet winter months the NHS 
becomes more stretched as more people suffer from 
illness during this time.  To help relieve the stress that 
the A/E Departments and Urgent Care experience, the 
surgery will be open on a Saturday and Sunday morning 
from 3

rd
 November 2012 to 23

rd
 February 2013 for 

patients registered with the practice. 

 

The surgery will be open from 8am to 1pm with one GP 
available and a receptionist. 

 Pre-bookable appointments can be booked during 

 the week. 

 Urgent appointments will be made on a ‘walk in’ 

  basis. 

 If you contact 111 during this time you will be  
      re-directed to the practice if it is clinically appropriate. 
 

 The service is for consultation with a GP only and   

any requests for medication will not be dealt with until 
Monday, for collection two working days later. 

Please note that no telephone contact will be available. 

FLU VACCINATION CLINICS 

Winter is nearly upon us and it is the time when the 
elderly and patients with chronic diseases are more 
prone to picking up the flu virus.  If you are either aged 
65 or over, or have a chronic disease or you are 
pregnant, please contact the surgery to arrange your flu 
vaccination appointment. 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS DAY OPENING TIMES 

Christmas Eve  - Monday 24
th 

December 2012  
   8.30am to 4pm 

Christmas Day  - Tuesday 25
th

 December 2012              
   CLOSED 

New Years Eve - Monday 31
st
 December 2012                    

   8.30am to 4pm 

New Years Day – Tuesday 1
st
 January 2013  

   CLOSED 

On Christmas & New Years Eve if you require urgent 
medical assistance when the surgery is closed between 
4pm to 6pm please ring  07747 630 158                 

Ring the free telephone number 111  
when the surgery is closed or after 6pm 

Coxhoe Methodists Welcome their New Minister 

Methodist Minister Rev. Christopher Wood-Archer took up 

residence in Coxhoe this Autumn.  He had just left the 

South West Tyneside Methodist Circuit, and we are 

pleased that he has chosen to stay in the north east of the 

country.   In fact, the whole of his ministry has been in the 

north, since his first appointment as a Minister was in 

Harrogate. 

Christopher, who has come to us as Circuit 

Superintendent, is academically minded, having 

completed a Bachelor of Divinity degree during his 

ministerial training, and is working on a Doctorate of 

Theology and Ministry Degree with Durham University.   

His emphasis is on preaching.   He enjoys working with 

small groups and in nursing homes.   He is also keen on 

ecumenical outreach.   

He is married to Judith; they have six children between 

them, two of whom live with them in the Manse, along with 

their first grandson.  Christopher’s hobbies include 

cooking, Esperanto and playing his mandolin.                                                                               

You may have met Christopher in the streets of Coxhoe, 

or seen him heading eastwards (on his motorbike) to 

spread the word elsewhere.  

Christopher replaces Rev. Jenny Wilkes, who now serves 

in Prudhoe, quite near the MetroCentre 

NEWS  BULLETIIN NEWS  BULLETIIN 

Coxhoe Medical Practice Patient’s Survey :    

A copy of the annual patient’s questionnaire is enclosed with this newsletter.  If you require copies for additional mem-

bers of your family (over 18 years) they can be obtained from the Surgery.  It is important to make your views known 

on the questionnaire which is deliberately detailed to cover the main aspects of medical care available. 

Your views are valued and the Coxhoe Practice does try, within its resources, to deliver services in line with the priori-

ties identified in the survey.  Your completed forms should be returned to the Surgery by 15th December 2012.                       

The survey is also available online at www.coxhoemedicalpractice.co.uk  
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World War 1 Centenary 

In August 2014 the nation will commemorate the centenary of the beginning of WW1 or the Great War as it 
became known. There wasn’t a community in the nation or the Commonwealth that wasn’t affected by the horrors of the 

war and Coxhoe like every other village, town or city lost many of those who volunteered to fight in the conflict.  

The History group are exploring the possibility of remembering those that served by staging an exhibition of how the war 
impacted upon the village and the surrounding district.  

We would like to tell the stories of individual soldiers and their families, those who returned and those who fell.  

In order to achieve this we need the help of families in the village who may have had relatives who served in the Great 
War, a father perhaps, a grandfather or a great grandfather.  

Can you help us achieve this through photographs, letters, postcards or souvenirs’ of the time? If you can we would be 
more than happy to hear from you.  

You can contact the history group via it’s website or by email contact@coxhoehistory.org  
or telephone Jack Turton, Chair of the History Group on 01913770771 if you can help with information. 

Have you noticed the changes taking place at the Kicking Cuddy public house? A  small 

brewery has been developed in the building to the side. This is now open and has been named 

‘Sonnet 43’.   

‘Sonnet 43’ is Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s best known poem—Elizabeth was born at Coxhoe 

Hall and lived there until she was 3 years old. 

(The verse written on the Brewery doors is not Elizabeth’s well known poem!) 

Do you know that the building was once known as the ‘Assembly Hall?  

A ‘snippet’ of information received from Vera Bell (nee Berriman) tells us that this building along with the ‘Store Hut’ (now 

Cubello’s workshop) was purchased from the ‘Birtley Belgians’.    

Vera tells us that when Belgium was overrun by the Germans in WW1 munitions workers fled to England .  The men and 

also some families were billeted in these huts and others similar.  As our armaments industry was negligible at that time 

they were a very important addition to our war effort.     

After WW1 some chose to be repatriated.  Many stayed on and an area of Birtley was built and became their permanent 

home with houses, a catholic church and school—today known as Elizabethville named after their queen.   

The clearance of their barracks took place in the 1920’s/30’s hence the removal or selling off of buildings 

no longer required.  Vera remembers going to fancy dress parties at the ‘Cuddy’ and dances were held in 

the store hut quite regularly.  

Our archives also includes more information.. 

Early cinema programmes were shown around 1910 at the Assembly Rooms, Clarence Villas, Coxhoe adjacent to what is 

now the ‘Kicking Cuddy’ public house.  Previous to this shows travelled throughout the district but the assembly rooms 

built in 1893 re-opened as a permanent base for films under the management of J. Coleridge and his wife Lena. 

Silent films were part of a comprehensive evening’s entertainment with performances by Messrs. Barns and Sons,  local 

comedians,  illustrated slide songs by Miss Maude Coates and a selection of short, silent films- about 10 or 12 – which 

were accompanied on the piano by Madam Lena Coleridge formerly of the London Orchestra.  Reserved seats cost 1 

shilling, chairs were sixpence and back seats three pence.  Wednesday’s were dance nights with films during the interval. 

Shortly after the Assembly Rooms opened the owners applied to hold Sunday shows.  It was the local magistrates role to 

ensure that any films on Sundays reflected good moral values and while not necessarily religious they were to be sacred 

in nature.  For a time any charges for Sunday shows were compulsorily donated to charity. 

It continued to be our only cinema until 1911 when the New Electric Theatre was opened at Commercial Street West, 

Coxhoe (later known as the Gem Cinema– now the Gem Café).   

 13th December : our Xmas meal at ‘The Poachers’ 

10th January :  Tracing the History of your Village - Barbara Leo 

14th February :  19th Century Census by David Butler   

14th March :  Researching Grandad’s  WW1  -Jack Turton                                  

 Website: www.coxhoehistory.org.uk / email: contact@coxhoehistory.org  

7 pm at Landsdowne Community Room                                      

£3 inc Tea/biscuit.  All welcome. 

Tel. Jack Turton 0191 3770771  

or Barbara Leo 01740 620869 

mailto:contact@coxhoehistory.org
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Coxhoe Cricket Club 
We have endured another tough season with the weather and conditions conspiring against us. Despite this we have 
made some much needed improvements to the clubhouse and our pitch has never looked better, thanks to the hard 
work of the players and committee.  
 

We were also able to support a junior team alongside our seniors for the first time in many years. Keith Gaskill and 
Willy Winter have done a great job organising and captaining the second team and thanks must also go to Lindy and 
Janet for selling hot dogs all summer long!  
 

The kids have been a great credit to the club and the village. We are very proud of their fantastic attitude and 
enthusiasm. They would have played in raincoats and wellingtons if we had let them! It’s been a lot of fun and we 
can’t wait for next season! 
 

Special thanks to FuneralCare Ferryhill, who kindly sponsored our match balls for 2012. 
Watch out for our special fund raising disco to be held in Coxhoe WMC on Boxing Day evening. All are welcome. 
On behalf of the players and committee, thank you all for your support. It really is much appreciated. 
 
 

We always welcome new players and members. If you would like to get involved, please get in touch by emailing 
shaun.henderson20@googlemail.com or telephone 07950 306 666 

Shaun Henderson, Chairman, Coxhoe Cricket Club 

Allan Armstrong 1942 – 2012.  Quiet Man, Accomplished Sportsman. 

Passers by who witnessed the funeral of Allan Armstrong on 2
nd

 October could be forgiven for wondering 

who Allan was and why the service at St. Andrews Church attracted such a large crowd which filled the 

chapel to over flowing. 

Allan and wife Margaret, have attracted little attention of late as they’ve lived their lives in a gentle and 

unassuming way.  Born at Green Crescent, Coxhoe Allan was a modest man yet he had a powerful association with 

Coxhoe sporting teams. 

Allan was wicket keeper and captain of Coxhoe Cricket Club for many years when the team was 

arguably at its pinnacle.  The photograph shows Allan, second from the left in the front row, with 

members of Coxhoe Cricket Team 1968. 

Ronnie Taylor supplied us with this photograph which demonstrates Allan’s early 

association with local sport when he was mascot, aged four years, for Coxhoe United.  

The photograph was taken at the rear of the ‘Victoria Inn’ and local character, Arty 

Barron is with young Allan.  Allan’s father was secretary of the club.  At that time the 

team changed at the ‘Victoria Inn, later ‘The  Cricketers’ and players walked down the 

Black Trod via Cow Close to their soccer pitch.   

Allan played soccer for Steetley F.C. whose home venue was the ground now known as Beechfield 

Park currently used by Coxhoe Athletic.  He played at wing half, nowadays known as midfield and 

compensated for his lack of height with his studious and intelligent use of the ball.   

Ronnie tells us he had a rapport with the late and locally great George Allison and possessed a sharp wit with 

friends.    The packed church was a testimony to the high esteem in which Allan was held. 

Join the Big Garden Birdwatch 26 - 27 January 2013 

Do you like watching the birds in your garden? Then take part in the world’s biggest wildlife 
survey – the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch. 

This is the conservation charity’s most important event of the year. It is when people across the 
country look out of their window and spend an hour of their weekend recording how many birds they see. 

Last year, over half a million people counted more than nine million garden birds. The information from this survey 
helps the RSPB form a comprehensive picture of how well – or not so well - each species is doing. 

Over the past three decades, participants have helped the RSPB discover that populations of house sparrows 
starlings have declined while the numbers of blue tits and goldfinches in gardens have increased. 

 Doing the Big Garden Birdwatch not only helps the RSPB track the ups and downs of garden birds, but gives you the 
perfect excuse to sit down with a cup of tea and enjoy the wildlife in your garden. 

Taking part is very simple. Over the weekend of the 26-27 January, spend one hour counting the largest number of 
each bird species you see at a time in your garden. Then give your results through our website                            

www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch or by post.                               

 For more information and a free pack see our website or call the hotline 0300 456 8330.   

mailto:shaun.henderson20@googlemail.com
http://www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch
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Both Parish Plan 1 and 2 surveys resulted in many requests for more community events.             

Jack Turton sent us a link to this information ..  
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What did the snowman order at the 
fast food restaurant?  

Why is Santa so good at karate? 

If athletes get athlete's foot,                 

 what do astronauts get?  
 

Members of the ‘Coxhoe Lads’ were runners up in a Youth Clubs Football  Tournament held at Maiden Castle on 14th August.                    Well done lads!  

Art supplies, Xbox with games, Pool Cues, Fridge and Sofa have been 

purchased and a group of girls will be off to London on 8th December 

where they’ll visit Winter Wonderland at Hyde Park and enjoy a trip to the 

theatre to see ‘Wicked’ - all funded through their grant from EDRC AAP 

(and they’ll probably fit in some shopping!)  

An ice burger with chilli sauce. 

 

Because he 
has a black 
belt! 

Bethany Clayton represented the Girls Group on Tuesday 6th 

November  when the County Wide Running group which the girls 

were involved in won the ‘Youth Work that Works’ Award. They 

also won the overall trophy for the County and a £100.00 for the 

running group.  

Youth Worker Emma says “It was a lovely night and we were really 

proud of all the girls! When they did the Race for Life we raised over 

£2000 as a whole!” 

Wednesday sessions are busier  — the lads are 
enjoying team games and sports and they now 
have use of the activities room every week ! 

The ever popular Friday sessions have a new 
structure and there’s a good working partnership 

between youth workers and Active Life Centre staff  

Frostbite  

What do you get when you cross  
a snowman                               
and a vampire? 
                         a 

A visit to Alton Towers was enjoyed by all during the half-term holiday funded by money they have raised themselves. 

Missile-toe. 


