
  

 

A Coxhoe Community Partnership / Coxhoe Parish Council Publication :  September 2014 

Coxhoe Chronicle 
Heart of the Village Heritage Green  

 

A good crowd gathered on Saturday 12
th

 July when phase 2 of the project – the installation of footpaths, landscaping 

and pit wheel feature - was declared open.  Phase 1, the planting of trees and bulbs was completed earlier in the 

year. 

The date was particularly relevant as it was Durham Miners Gala Day and Coxhoe Banner paraded down to the area 

accompanied by North Skelton Band for the official unfurling of the Pit Wheel by Jenny Robinson from the Banner 

Group and County Councillor Maria Plews with poignant music from  North Skelton Band. 

The project has been delivered by a joint working group with representatives from Coxhoe Parish Council,                

Community Partnership, History Group, Banner Group and Durham County Councillors.    

Thanks are due to Lafarge Tarmac for donation of the path crossing the Green and Hope Aggregates for contributing 

the sub-bases for the pathways. 

Maybe you’re wondering why the semi-circular footpath has different surfaces?  The design, developed with the help 

of Groundwork Durham Landscape Architect Michele MacCallam, creates a ‘walk through Coxhoe’s history’ with 

each surface representing a different period of our village history.  

Starting from near Brown’s Close the first surface represents the Iron Age and early 

Medieval Period—the earliest reference to Coxhoe we’ve found in medieval times was 

c1290 when Walter de Audre granted his “mill of Coxhoe” to Finchale Priory  “where 

Walter and his wife Custancia have chosen to be buried “... 

The paved surface—imagine a walk through the grounds 

of Coxhoe Hall in the ‘romantic period’ - from c1725  

when Coxhoe Hall was built by John Burdon ... 

The Pit Wheel has been                       

set in stone to represent              

Coxhoe’s two major     

industries—                           

Mining and Quarrying              

and also creates some seating. 

Mining was first mentioned in 1327 when “John Denham 

was mining coal” — the year that King Edward II was      

murdered and Edward III became King. 

Lime Quarrying in 1495  -  only ten years after Henry 

Tudor defeated Richard at the Battle of Bosworth Field.      

A natural meadow will be planted outside of the curved mound.   

A letter was found in the Durham County Advertiser 1952 requesting a village centre 

landscaped area with seating—well these things take time! - we look forward to seeing it in use... 

Phase 3 will include the installation of sculptures, interpretation panels, more seating and re-instating the limestone 

wall which divided the gardens of Long Row and the field beyond to create a backdrop. 

You can get involved in helping to design the next phase of works on the Village Greens reflecting our heritage.                                      

The Village Green Working Group is being reconvened as part of the Coxhoe Community Partnership meetings.   

The first meeting will take place on 24th September 2014 at 7.00pm in Coxhoe Village Hall.    

Please come along and help. 

and then the time of the                 

Industrial Revolution when 

Coxhoe changed from a 

small hamlet into a thriving 

industrial village. 
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Coxhoe’s Mining Heritage 
 

A frequently asked question has been why have a pit wheel in Coxhoe when we haven’t had a coal 

mine?  This  article will throw some light on the queries… 
 

The first mention found of coal mining in Coxhoe is when John de Denum rented half the village of Coxhoe from the 

Bishop of Durham at a cost of 40s per year in 1327.  Other mentions are of small scale mining in 1695 and boring for 

coal in Coxhoe c1742. 
 

Coxhoe’s three main collieries were West Hetton, Coxhoe and Clay Hole and all were in very close proximity. 

 The first colliery opened was Coxhoe Colliery (also known as Joint Stocks).  This was situated to the north of the 

road   between Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill.  

William Hedley began to acquire colliery royalties in various parts of County Durham in the 1820’s amongst which 

was the Coxhoe royalty (believed to have been in 1824).  Sinking was being undertaken in the late 1820’s.  This re-

sumed in April 1836 with the sinking of the ‘Engine Pit’.  
 

In 1833 the Coxhoe branch of the Clarence Railway had opened with a link to West Coxhoe Colliery. 
   

 West Hetton Colliery was opened in 1834, again by William Hedley.  
  

 Clay Hole Colliery opened in 1839 and was served by a branch linking Coxhoe Colliery with the Clarence Railway 

at Coxhoe. 
 

Who was William Hedley?  William was born in Newburn in 1779 and became manager of Wylam Colliery and the 

owner Christopher Blackett asked William to try to produce a steam locomotive.  The result was 

Hedley’s ‘Wylam Dilly’.  Hedley interested himself in the development of the 

Clarence Railway so it’s no surprise that a branch was made to Coxhoe.  It’s 

more than likely that William’s Wylam Dilly came to Coxhoe.  
  

William also built the Puffing Billy and if you’d like to have a ride on it a model 

runs at Beamish Museum. 
 

The development of the coal mines was the beginning of 

Coxhoe’s own   Industrial Revolution and by 1853 Coxhoe had Coke Works, 

Iron Foundry, Brickworks and Clay tobacco pipes manufactured. 
 

The 19
th

 Century represented the heyday of coal mining in Coxhoe and the 

small hamlet was transformed into a bustling community.  In 1801 there 

were 27 houses in Coxhoe- population 117, by 1841 there were 816 houses

-population 3, 904. 
 

Cottages were hurriedly erected and were built largely of rough limestone with slate roofs and located close to the col-

lieries.  West Hetton Houses were cottages built where Bower Court now stands, close to West Hetton Colliery. 
 

Various records have been found relating to Coxhoe as a colliery village: 
 

1838: CAPTURING THE NEW COLLIERIES:  Mary Porteus was in the Sunderland Primitive Methodist Circuit and 

sent to Coxhoe with Superintendant GeorgeTindall,  They reported that “Many glorious revivals had taken place during 

the year. Take the outbreak at Coxhoe as a specimen. When the colliery was first opened there, the Primitives very 

soon got a cottage to preach in, and started a society”.  
 

1842: Children’s Employment Commission’, Dr Mitchell, Commissioner visited Coxhoe and was very impressed “The 

houses in the older colliery villages were extremely confined and forbidding, but the houses being built at the new col-

liery villages were of a superior character”. 
 

A description of Coxhoe appeared in the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle of the 5
th

 October 1872 “ A Durham Colliery Vil-

lage” was very much the opposite! 
 

Records of building transactions – Coxhoe Village Hall deeds and the purchase of the Railway Tavern – show that all 

mineral rights were invariably owned and protected by regional speculators. 
 

In 1877 there was a trade depression and all  collieries closed for a year.    

By 1881 all Coxhoe Collieries had closed and the population had reduced to 2,454. 
 

However the 1901 Census shows 366 men and boys were still employed in mining –local pits included East Hetton, 

Bowburn ad Cornforth.  The population had risen to 3278.   
 

Even though there was no colliery in the village Coxhoe still retained its mining traditions and culture and many of them 

continue even today 
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There was, as you would expect, fatalities in the                 

collieries and this newspaper cutting shows… 

Coxhoe district Pit Pony Show donated by Arnold Stoker 

 

Sources of Information include: History of Coxhoe by Robin Walton, Durham Mining Museum website, Durham University Archives, 

“Northern Primitive Methodism” by W.M. Patterson , E. Dalton, London, 1909 , Coxhoe History Group Archives 

More details available in History Group Archives include images of Coxhoe Colliery deeds 

West Hetton Houses—site of Bower Court Site of Beechfield Rise 

1856 map showing housing around the coal mines Map showing Mines 

Big honour for Jim 

Coxhoe’s Jim Gilling had a great honour bestowed on him in London in August. He was selected 
by Sunderland Association Football Club to help pick up the FA Respect Fans Award, the               
Premier League’s award for the best behaved supporters in the 2013/2014 season, before the 
Community Shield match at Wembley.  

The award was given to Sunderland after league delegates concluded that Sunderland support-
ers were best at positively supporting their team, recognising outstanding play by the opposition 
as well has having respect for opposing fans and referee’s. Jim, who is head of the Coxhoe 
Branch of the SAFC Supporters Club and Vice Chairman of the SAFC Branch Liaison Council 

was asked to pick up the award on the club’s supporters behalf. The award was presented to Jim by the Football As-
sociation’s Chairman Greg Dyke at an awards ceremony prior to the match between Arsenal and Manchester City. 
Jim has now been appointed as a media contact due to his work on the Branch Liaison Council. 

Jim, pictured here with the trophy, does an excellent job in helping Coxhoe Sunderland supporters get to home and 
away games while promoting the club and its supporters. Well done Jim! 

The Coxhoe Branch of the SAFC runs a coach to all home and away games throughout the season. Coach prices for 
home games are reasonably priced at £5 for adults and £3 for under 16’s. To enquire about seats on any branch 
coach please call 0191 3771005 or  07702 136997. 
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Coxhoe Parish Council is continuing to work on a number of major issues identified by                    
residents in Parish Plan 2.  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS – The most visible is Coxhoe Historic Village Green 
Scheme which is highlighted on the front page.  

The Parish Council is also looking to: 

 take over control of overgrown areas of land at the Parkhill approach to Coxhoe from 
Durham County Council such as the Copse next to Bower Court, and the green areas next to 
Tarka and the level crossing gates, and around the Coxhoe Paving Factory. We believe these 

have deteriorated and could be much better maintained and more attractive. 

 supporting a similar Green Area improvement schemes in Quarrington Hill and public consultation will happen in 
September around these proposals. We are also finalising the transfer of the QH allotments to the Parish Council 
and some adjacent land to extend these. We are delighted that the transfer of Kingswood from the liquidators of 
Premier Waste to the County Council has now been completed and we will continue working with residents of 
Quarrington Hill to ensure this is maintained and improved as a woodland for the village and surrounding areas. 

We have supported litter picks in both villages and will soon issue a leaflet to all households aimed at preventing 
dog fouling. If you see someone allowing their dog to foul and not pick it up please report them to the DCC Wardens 
on 0300 026 1018, better still if you can discreetly take a photo of them on your mobile phone to help identify them.  

IMPROVING COMMUNITY BUILDINGS - You also identified in Parish Plan 2 how important it was to you to retain 
community facilities, at a time when the County Council was being forced to make cuts by the Government. Your 
Parish Council have been, and will continue to work to maintain, improve and support these. We have supported 
The Active Life Centre and Quarrington Hill Community Centre become independent charitable trusts and actively 
supported these and Coxhoe Village Hall to improve the facilities and range of activities and events provided for the 
community. There is no question that the improvements are clear to see. All of these organisations depend on com-
munity use and volunteers so please use them and if you have time or skills that you could give to help them they'd 
appreciate it. 

HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS - The Parish Council are seeking views from residents on the possible closure of 
Cornforth Lane to through traffic, in another article in this edition of the chronicle. Please let us know if you'd support 
this or not and of any concerns you'd have. Slow progress has been made with Durham County Council on Front 
Street parking and the Co-Op on linking their and the Village Hall car parks and providing additional spaces. We are 
grateful that County Councillor Mac Williams has taken up the level of street cleaning on Coxhoe's Front Street and 
County Councillor Jan Blakey has requested repainting of the barriers and bollards on and around the Front Street 
to brighten the area up.  

FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - In the light of likely further cuts having to be made by the County Council in 
young people's services the Parish Council has started to look at what is available now, and we want to establish 
from young people, children and their families what facilities and provision they would like moving forward and how 
we can help them to provide them in Quarrington Hill and Coxhoe. If you'd like to join the joint working group looking 
into this please supply your contact details to the Parish Clerk or one of your Concillors.  

HOUSING PROPOSALS - Barratts and the Church Commisionrrs recently held an exhibition in Coxhoe Village Hall 
for their proposals to build 200+ houses at Bogma Hall Farm next to Coxhoe Primary school. These plans can still 
be examined at the Village Hall. A full planning application from Barratts is expected soon. An outline planning ap-
plication had been lodged with the County Council by the Church Commissioners for 50 houses on their land which 
you can view on the DCC Planning Portal using reference 14/00338.  

The Parish Council has supported residents and Community Partnership concerns particularly about highways ac-
cess of this proposal and ecological impact. We are surprised at the official views on access and highway safety as 
this does not bear out residents experiences or complaints to the Police abd County Coucncil over recent years. 
The Parish Council have made it clear that if these developments proceed then the Primary School must grow to 
meet any extra demand from these developments and not displace children from other parts of the village and pre-
vent them from attending their village school. The County Council is working with the school and both developers to 
make sure that the school will expand if these developments are approved. 

Both of these proposal sites fall within the County Council's Draft Local Plan as potentially suitable for development 
in the next 5-10 years. In addition to these proposals two further outline planning applications have recently been 
lodged on sites as not suitable for development in the next 5-10 years. These are for a further 112 houses in a third 
phase at The Limes, reference 14/01858 and 180 houses just over the Parish boundary in Parkhill reference 
14/01771, with the potential for up to 600 houses! All of these applications once lodged are available for you to 
comment on, on the portal. The Parish Council will be vigilant for how these applications affect our community. 

Continued on opposite page 

 

Delivering Quality Services to 
Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill 
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Consultation on Village Signage Improvement Scheme Commences 
 

Coxhoe Community Partnership has commenced consultation on a project 

to improve directional signage within the village. The proposed scheme was 

a proposal in the Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill Parish Plan 2 adopted by  

     Coxhoe Parish Council in September 2012. 

It is proposed to put up a total of 5 signs, traditionally designed to match the lighting columns in the front street. 

Each sign will direct pedestrians to key locations in the village including the school, leisure centre and Village Hall. 

It is envisaged that the signs will indicate a travel time to the directed destinations, hopefully with the engagement 

of schoolchildren. The signs are particularly aimed at pedestrians and visitors to Coxhoe. The Community Partner-

ship is to seek funding through available organisations so there will be no cost to the local taxpayer. Discussions 

are currently being held with Durham County Council on the details of the scheme and consultations with individu-

als adjacent to the sites of the individual signs will commence when negotiations are complete. 

To publicise the wider consultation a manned exhibition will be held                 

between 5.30pm and 6.45pm on Wednesday 24
th

 September 2014 prior to the 

monthly meeting of Coxhoe Community Partnership which starts at 7.00pm. An 

unmanned exhibition will be available at the Village Hall until October 1
st
.                     

A copy of the consultation document is available to download at 

www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk . Details of this have been posted on the               

Parish Council facebook page. If you would like to express a view you can: 

 Leave your views in the Comments box that will be retained at the                     

exhibition; 

 Write to Coxhoe Community Partnership, C/o Coxhoe Village Hall, Front 

Street East, Coxhoe 

 E-mail the Chair of the Partnership at ianforster176@btinternet.com; or 

 If you are happy for your view to be public post your comments on the                    

relevant post on the Parish Facebook page.  

 

Any views you would like to make should be provided no later than 22
nd

 October 2014.  

TRAVELLER ISSUES - These unexpected arrivals at the football field were not welcome nor the 
consequences of their visit. Rumours that they were escorted here by the Police or County Council 
are not true. Both of these organisations and County Councilors Plews and Williams were exception-
ally proactive in dealing with problems while they were in Coxhoe and getting the necessary evi-
dence to get the Court Order to move them on, and then cleaning up after them. Without their prompt 
action we could have had to suffer them for much longer.  

We are also pleased to hear that our three County Councillors arranged for the County Council              
Officers who were proposing a temporary Travellers Stop Off Site in Kelloe to meet with residents for them to listen to 
what their community thought of the proposals. We are delighted as a result of your County Councillors supporting 
residents views this proposal has now been dropped.  

Residents are more than welcome to come along to Parish Council meetings at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 
month to let us know their views or you can contact your local parish Councillors as set out below: 

Parish Councillors in Coxhoe Telephone  Email  
 Paul Dodsworth (Chair)  0191 3778914  pauldodsworth1973@gmail.com  
Stuart Dunn (Vice-Chair)  0191 3773314  stuart.dunn@outlook.com  
Barbara Hepplewhite  0191 3771366  bhepp4@btinternet.com  
Tony Rowe   0191 3773642  tony.rowe@live.com  
Colin Thirlaway  0191 3772596 cthirlaway@btinternet.com 
Kay Simpson                     0191 3778826     simpson78@btinternet.com 
Wendy Lavelle                   0191 3773673     wendylavelle1@gmail.com  
Tony Plews                         0191 3779852     tony.plews@hotmail.com         

Quarrington Hill  
Keith Pounder 0191 3773611   
  keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk  
Thomas Gorman   0191 3770269   
   tommyqhill@msn.com   

 

‘Hope’ seek your views : Hope (formerly Raisby) Quarry have an informative community newsletter in circulation.  It can be 

obtained from the Active Life Centre or Coxhoe Village Hall.  They are holding an exhibition to show their future plans on 

Friday 12th September 9am to 6pm and Saturday 13th September 9am—1pm at the Village Hall.  All are welcome. 

http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:ianforster176@btinternet.com
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At a recent PACT (Police and Communities Together) meeting in Coxhoe residents expressed their 

frustration and concerns regarding the volume of traffic using Cornforth Lane and daily abuse of the 

No Entry traffic regulations.  They called for the road to become a ‘NO THROUGH ROAD’. 

Service Buses and School Buses currently legitimately use this route but many car, minibus and van 

delivery drivers, even some living in the village flout the no entry signs to the street at speed.  This 

residential street was never designed to withstand the volume of traffic at the speeds they travel and 

this causes a constant danger to residents and School Children’s safety 

This has been an ongoing problem for the Police who receive regular complaints from residents 

about vehicles driving through the No Entry sign, and whilst they do patrol the area and issue tickets 

they can’t be there permanently. 

In winter this road is not designated as a primary road to be gritted even though it’s a service bus 

route and there's a school at the end of it.  This often results in residents meeting buses, taxis, vans 

and trucks head on on dangerous icy roads. 

As a result of these genuine concerns from residents a site meeting was held in July attended by  

Police, Highways Authority, Parish and County Councillor’s.  From this meeting it was suggested we 

seek permission to close the access road completely to all vehicles at the school end and divert the 

bus route around the A177 as all other ideas had been looked at and had failed. 

Whilst in the early stages of the process it is believed that some resistance from bus companies and 

possibly some residents (who may use the bus stops on Cornforth Lane) may be opposed to such a 

road closure.  Coxhoe Parish Council therefore wants to hear the views of its community and of any 

real difficulties that such a closure would cause and if this action would have the support of the ma-

jority of residents. 

 

CORNFORTH LANE 

CLOSURE 

Please therefore complete below and return to  
 

Doctors, Village Hall or Flic (Coxhoe Leisure Centre) by 30
th

 September. 
 

[  ] I support closure of Cornforth Lane. I live in  .......................................................................... (street) 
 

[  ] I don't support closure of Cornforth Lane. I live in ................................................................ (street)  

Comments:  

If you don't support closure and wouldn't mind being contacted please give your name and 

email address or telephone number so that we may discuss your concerns. 
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Coxhoe’s Commemoration to World War 1 

Our meetings are held at Coxhoe Village Hall  7—9 pm— 4th September  /  2nd October.  All Welcome.   

Contact Jack Turton , Chair, 0191 3770771 or  Barbara Leo, Secretary Tel. 01740 620869                                                                                                         

or via our website www.coxhoehistory.org.uk.   

“Remembrance is acknowledging that a life was once lived”  

National WW1 Commemoration publicity has made us realise that the only information recorded about Coxhoe in 

these momentous years are the men named on our War Memorial and the memorial book on display at the village 

hall.   We have nothing about other men who fought for our country, their lives and families, those who struggled 

through on the ‘home front’ and no real understanding of the impact it would have on our community.  It is important 

that it is fully recorded for future generations. 

Our project has been developed with that in mind and we will work in partnership with Coxhoe Primary School to 

research, record and inform about how the community of Coxhoe as a whole contributed to the First World War  

efforts.  Some local groups have already volunteered to help, others and interested individuals are very welcome to 

join us.  An application has been submitted to the Heritage Lottery World War 1 Then & Now Fund and the                 

provisional programme of activities is as follows:  

Saturday November 1
st
 :  Exhibition of Coxhoe History Group research—10 am to 2pm 

Tuesday 4
th

 November:  Songs from the  WW1 Years 7 – 8.30 pm Durham Police Choir with involvement of  

        Coxhoe Primary School children   

Thursday 6
th

 November : 7 – 9 pm Speaker John Davison ‘Coxhoe and Bowburn Men and the Battle of  Mons -  

    the first major battle in which local DLI men were heavily involved. 

Sunday 9
th

 November : 10am – 1pm : Exhibition including Coxhoe Primary School display results of their research 

    on men named on the School War Memorial   

   11 am.  Village Remembrance Service at the War Memorial  

All events will be held at Coxhoe Village Hall.  A leaflet with more detailed information will be circulated at a later stage. 

Durham  County Advertiser: 17th May 1918 

Mr John Wood, JP, Coxhoe Hall, has promoted an interesting                 

competition, open to residents of Coxhoe, Cassop, Quarrington 

Hill, Bowburn, Kelloe, Garmondsway and Cornforth Lane, a num-

ber of prizes being offered for the best recipes for a meal of two 

and not more than three courses, sufficient for five persons, the 

whole to cost not more than 3s.   

No meat is to be used, but packet soups, eggs, fish, vegetables, 

fruit and un-rationed foods are allowed, the cost of each item to be 

shown. 

We have a book full of recipes.  

Would anyone like to try them 

and bring samples along to the 

exhibition? 

Or take up John Wood’s challenge 

and bring it along to the event? 

(equivalent amount today about £6?) 
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Do you suffer from intense loneliness?   

In a poll conducted to 
mark the national 
launch of The Silver 
Line older people told 
researchers that “a 
chat on the phone” is 
the most helpful                  
solution when they 
feel lonely but 1 in 4 older people say they never or 
seldom have someone to chat to. 

The Silver Line is the only free confidential helpline 
providing information, friendship and advice to older 
people, open 24 hours a day, every day of the year.  

If you need someone to talk to call                        
ANYTIME on: 0800 4 70 80 90 

www.thesilverline.org.uk 

NEWS FROM COXHOE MEDICAL PRACTICE 

WINNERS OF MEDICINE MANAGEMENT WASTE CAMPAIGN 

The Practice were delighted to win a luxury food hamper for 
the Medicine Waste Campaign.  You may have seen our                
display in the waiting room?  For those who didn’t please see 
below: 

This basket represents ONE WEEKS worth of  ORDERED 
medication that was  RETURNED UNUSED                                                      
to the local Pharmacy 

THERE HAS BEEN £1.5 MILLION OF WASTE 
IN NORTH DURHAM.   

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND £1.5 MILLION? 

THE NHS COULD HAVE SPENT IT ON:- 

 61 More Nurses, or 

 1,550  More drug treatment courses for 
Alzheimer’s or 

 102 Drug treatment courses for Breast Cancer, or 

 418 More Hip Replacements, or 

 1,613  More Cataract Operations 
 

REMEMBER PLEASE ORDER ONLY WHAT YOU NEED! 
HELP US TO REDUCE NHS WASTE             Thank you 

 

FLU  VACCINATION PROGRAMME 

The Flu season will soon be upon us, please look out for our 
posters advertising our clinic sessions and contact the sur-
gery to book your appointment.  We are expecting our deliv-
ery of vaccinations the last week in September.    

SHINGLES VACCINATION PROGRAMME 

From 1
st
 September 2014 the Practice will be offering                  

specific patients over 70 years of age a vaccination against 
the Shingles virus.   

If, you were born between 2.9.1943 to 1.9.1944, please con-
tact the surgery to book your appointment.                        

 Patients aged 78 OR 79, born 2.9.1935 to 1.9.1936 OR  
2.9.1934 to 1.9.1935 are also eligible for the vaccination. 

EPS (Electronic Prescribing System) 

The Practice or your Pharmacy may ask you to consent to 
have your prescriptions sent from the Practice to your nomi-
nated Pharmacy electronically.  You will still order your medi-
cation in the usual way.  Instead of us printing it out, it will be 
sent to your nominated Pharmacy electronically.  Therefore, 
no more lost prescriptions and a reduction in printing costs 
for the practice!  Pick up a leaflet from us or your Pharmacy 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT ST. ANDREW’S METHODIST CHURCH  
 

 

Thursday, 25th September, 7.00pm :  

SIXTIES CONCERT with ‘Travellin’ Band’ 

Tickets £4.00, including light refreshments 
 

Monday, 6th October, 9.45 to 10.30am 

CHRISTIAN AID COFFEE MORNING 

and sale of Harvest fruit and vegetables 
 

Tuesday, 25th November, at 7.00pm 

PRE-CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Entertainment by our own members 

Tickets £3.00, including light refreshments 

WIVES GROUP: Wednesdays 7 – 9pm 
 3rd September:   Anniversary 
 17th September:  Annual General Meeting 
 1st October:         Harvest Theme Night 
 15th October:  Authentic Glass Demonstration by Joan Laverick 
 29th October:  Games Night 
 12th November:  ‘A Himalayan Experience’ with Elaine Bramfitt  

SHOPPERS’ SERVICES  
1st Saturday of the month 10.00 to 10.30am 

Meeting dates : 

September 11th  

October 9th  

6pm at the Active Life Centre, Coxhoe 

PC 1645 Mark Ogilvie :  Durham Constabulary 
Sherburn Neighbourhood Policing Team 
Tel: 101  Ext. 661-4820  

Delivering excellent policing  
and inspiring confidence in victims and our communities  

You are invited to a  

 

 
 

at the Active Life Centre, Coxhoe 

11am to 2pm  on  Saturday 27th September 
 

 

Menace & Bouncy Castle, Face Painting, Tea/Coffee, 

Tombola, Stalls and more…... 

Plus a Cup Cake Decorating Table 

Please bring cakes to be judged by 11.45am 
 

Donations for the Tombola Stall are very welcome  

and can be left at the Active Life Centre 

Stalls can be booked -price £10 
 

Tel: 0191 3771789 

tel:0800%204%2070%2080%2090
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For Bookings and Information Tel. Nicola 0191 3770344 
website : www.coxhoevillagehall.com + Facebook and Twitter and on our Noticeboards 

Latest News . . .  Future events . . . New activities 

 Casual Crafts 
Casual Crafts, a social crafting group, is up 
and running and proving to be a popular 
addition to village life.  This friendly group of 
ladies meets on alternate Friday mornings in Coxhoe                 
Village Hall between 10am and noon.  

Currently group members are working on a wide range of  
individual crafting projects including card making, parch-
ment, knitting, sewing crochet, embroidery, plastic canvas 
work, sewing and patchwork; some already busy on creat-
ing exquisite Christmas cards and gifts.  

The skill and talent displayed in the work is quite breath-
taking and although no formal tuition takes place all mem-
bers welcome the opportunity to share their knowledge 
and expertise with others. For example, one member has 
extended her crochet expertise to work in rows as well as 
rounds whilst another has completed a quilted zipped bag 
applying sewing skills that she had not used for quite 
some time. Others are introduced to crafts that they had 
not previously attempted. All are welcomed–regardless of 
crafting ability. Many come just for a cuppa and a chat say-
ing it is good to have a place to go and meet other people. 

 Organisers and members of the group are very grateful  to 
the Village Hall Management Committee who has made 
the ground floor room available on a fortnightly basis and 
to the Village Hall staff who ensure that refreshments are 
available throughout each meeting for a small donation of 
£1 which goes to the Village Hall Fund. 

We next meet on 5th September.  New members are 
warmly invited. Bring along what ever you are currently 
making, learn something new or, like most of us just enjoy 
the socialising. 

Thanks to Ann and Linda an                    

attractive book stall was provided  at 

Coxhoe Primary School Summer Fair.   

Over £1000 has now been raised for 

Village Hall Funds.  
 

Many thanks for the excellent response to our request 

for books for children and teenagers.  We now have a  

’children’s and teenage trolley ‘ and small table and 

stools for our younger visitors. 
 

It would also be good to have small toys and games  so 

if you have any your children have outgrown we could 

recycle them... (in good condition please) 
 
 

Adult books have 

also been                     

re-arranged— call in 

and see our ‘new 

arrivals’ shelves. 
 

Our storage has 

reached saturation 

point so for the                

moment we’re only accepting books on a one-to-one 

basis in exchange for purchases. 
 

Coxhoe obviously has good number of Jigsaw                       

enthusiasts as there is a regular turnover so pop in and 

see what we have.  A good activity through the coming 

winter months instead of watching the tele?  

It would be good to have more children’s jigsaws … 

 

A belated big thank you to Paul Atkinson from the 

Cubs/Beavers/Scouts Group who worked singlehandedly day 

and night to plaster the main hall (a mammoth task) in time to 

meet our very tight deadline to ensure it was ready for the decorator.  

We are very grateful to Emma and Rich—Village Hall Hop, who have very 

kindly paid for the six new roller blinds in the main hall. 

County Councillors  Blakey, Williams and Plews have once again come to 

our rescue by donating £2000 for essential improvements to the bar                 

facility—the purchase and installation of a Glass Washer and hot water 

supply to the sink to meet with Environmental Health requirements. 

A big thank you also to Coxhoe Community Partnership for their                    

donation of £1000 toward the costs of the recent main hall refurbishment.   

Do you enjoy playing dominoes, cards, bingo,                  

quizzes or board games?   

Would you like to meet with other ‘gamers’ some    

afternoon at the Village Hall on a regular basis? 

If you are interested please call in and put your 

name and contact details on the list + what days 

would best suit you etc. and we’ll be in touch. 

http://t.co/mDhaWe1Y
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Helping to make this a great event this year was Coxhoe History Group, FUTURE LEISURE IN COXHOE, Village Hall 

Book Shop Group and Bonnies Chocolate Fountain.  Durham Giles Archers and Turners of Sedgefield along with 

Blue Devil Disco didn’t let the poor start to the weather put anyone off enjoying the fun.   Durham Police attended 

with Quad Bikes, Patrol Cars and lots of noisy sirens proving to be a big attraction with the Children. 

So a big THANK YOU to everyone who came along including parents, teachers, volunteers, The Signs Man and 

Coxhoe Parish Council who donated or gave up their time to help. We hope you enjoyed it and will come back 

next year. 

 

WINNER OF OUR GREAT BAKE OFF  
 EVA JACKSON  

CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY  

LORRAINE WALTON AND ANGELA LAVERY 

Judged surprisingly without complaint by John Hepple-

white, our Head Teacher Mr Jones and Mel Adams 

WINNER OF THE STEPS COMPETITION  
  

AMY BLENKINSOP 
 

Who guessed within 50 steps how far Mr 

Jones had walked in a day 

 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The information in this newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of going to print.  Coxhoe Community Partnership 
& Parish Council accepts no responsibility for any error, omission, subsequent changes and complaints arising from items printed in this newsletter.                   

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Coxhoe Parish Council and Community Partnership groups. 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER :  WE RAISED ALMOST £1500 

FRIENDS OF COXHOE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Summer Fair 

Walk4life is now striding out across Coxhoe! 

Do you want to lose weight and improve your fitness whilst   

having fun?  Look no further, than 

the Walk4life project… 

 Each Tuesday at 1pm  

 From the Active Life Centre,  

 Walks last less than an hour.   

 All are welcome! 

 Walks are free 

 Meet new friends 

 Explore new routes in your local area 

 Led by trained walk leaders on safe, risk assessed routes 

Our walks are a great opportunity for people to make their first 

steps towards being active and/or simply maintaining a healthy 

lifestyle. So whether you are recovering from illness or just want 

to be more active, Walk4life is for you.  

For information on all walks across County Durham please contact: 

Lorraine Rasmussen, Physical Activity Officer (Walking), Durham Coun-

What do you call a vampire that’s always feeling peckish? 
Snackula! 

What does a hungry ghost want? 
Ice scream! 

What do monsters call human 
beings? 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner! 



12 

 

 

  

Another successful 3 week summer programme including 
trips to flamingo land, light water valley and Lickety Splits 
Ice cream parlour in Seaham, a good mix of young people 
from Coxhoe and Bowburn attended which was great. 

Girls group are continuing to work in partnership to promote 
sport and physical activity to young women.  

Mixed session continues to be very well attended and the 
group have worked on various Keyfund applications over 
the last term to visit skate parks in Liverpool and Corby. 
They are continuing in September with their 3rd stage 
Keyfund and if successful will organise a residential visit.  

Who invented fireworks? 

 
Book The Date 

 

Coxhoe Club 

Kids Disco 

12:15 - 2:15pm 
 

with 
DJ John 

 

 

August 30
th

 
September 20

th
 

November 1
st

 
November 22

nd
 

 

50p entry  
 per adult/child 

 

All welcome 
 

Help to  
entertain 
children                      

and 
spread 

the cost! 

Websites 
 

 Groupon 

 vouchercodes.co.uk 

 myvouchercodes 

 star radio 

 metro radio 

_________________ 

Free Days Out! 

Hardwick Park 
 (car park charge applies) 
 

Discovery Museum 
Newcastle 

Preston Park Stockton 
(small charge for railway) 
 

Stewart Park                       
Middlesbrough 

________________ 

Some bright spark 

What do you get if you cross fireworks 
with a duck?  A firequacker!  

Colour me 

Why didn’t the skeleton cross the road? 

Why didn’t the skeleton go to the party? 

Because he had no body to go with! 

Because he had no guts! 

Trick or treat, smell my feet. 
Give me something good to eat. 
If you don't, I won't be sad. 
I'll just make you wish you had!  

Why do witches fly around on broomsticks? Because vacuum cleaners are too heavy!  


