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Be Good! 

 

 

 

Sunday 6th  
Pantomime – 
Cinderes Fellla 

7pm at          
Quarrington Hill          

Community   
Centre 

7th 

Christmas 

Cracker   

Concert at       

Coxhoe       

Village Hall    

6:30pm 
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15th 
 

 
17th 
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14th 

 

23rd 

 

24th 

Xmas Eve             

Carol Services at 

St. Mary’s Church, 

Coxhoe 6pm and 

also St Joseph’s 

Church Coxhoe at 

6pm 

Christmas 
Day  

Holy      
Communion 
10-11.00am 

St. Andrew’s  

 

  26
th

 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 
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Sat 12th         

Children's 

Christmas 

Party 3.00pm. 

Quarrington 

Hill Community 

Centre 

Carol      

service at  

7.00pm,      
Quarrington Hill            

Community  
Centre 

Village Hall 

Hop at     

Coxhoe    

Village Hall. 

7.00pm 

 

 

Sat 19th       

Open Air   

Carol Singing 

10.00-10.45      

St. Andrew’s  

December 2015 

13th 

 Christingle 

3.30pm      

St Mary’s 

Church 

5th         

Shoppers’  

Service         

10-10.30am   

St. Andrew’s  

16th  

 

 
‘Carols by 

Candlelight’ 
St. Andrew’s 

20th          

‘A           

Celebration 

of      

Christmas’ 

10.45am St. 

Andrew’s  
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Christmas Cheer – Hopefully by the time you read this our Christmas lights will be up on the 

lampposts in Coxhoe and the tree and lights will be up on the Quarrington Hill Community    

Centre to help get you in the festive spirit.  Let’s hope the traders do as fantastic a job as they 

did last year, we thank them for playing their part. 

Parking Issues - We outlined in the September Chronicle proposals to 
introduce a two hour waiting limit on the Front Street in Coxhoe and 
new restrictions on Co-Operative Terrace and Sanderson Street.  We 
thank all residents and traders who took the time to express their 

views on the proposals in the statutory consultation carried out by the Highway Authority.  
There were some objections to the proposed changes and so these will be considered by 
DCC’s Highway Committee in December or January.  If the proposals are agreed it is likely 
that any changes would be introduced towards Easter.  Work continues on linking the Village 
Hall and Co-op car parks and we are exploring the possibility of other long stay parking with 
other land owners. 

Cornforth Lane Update - Following on from our public meeting earlier this year.  As a result of strong support from    
residents, Durham County Council has designed a scheme to hopefully deter continued abuse of the No Entry          
restrictions outside Coxhoe Primary School.  The Statutory consultations have been completed legal and the orders 
placed and so hopefully the scheme proposed by DCC will be installed very soon. 

More Major Road Repairs - Yet another stretch of the carriageway of the main road through      
Coxhoe between the traffic lights and Station Road was replaced by Durham County Council’s 
Contractors at Half Term.  It is difficult to carry out such major works without issues for residents, 
but it was really disappointing that so many vehicles ignored the diversion around the village and 
instead followed the bus only diversion along Cornforth Lane and made it a dreadful weekend for 
residents. 

Quality Council Accreditation - Coxhoe Parish Council has now applied to be registered as a Quality Council under the 

Local Council’s Award Scheme.  We are hoping to hear some good news soon. 
 

Neighbourhood Plan - You will hopefully have seen from our Facebook page and our website that the Parish Council 

have been devoting a lot of time and effort to this in the wake of the County Durham Plan being rejected by the        

Government’s Planning Inspector and the potential effect on villages like Coxhoe.  More detail is available on page 9. 

There will be a lot more opportunities for you to have your say.  Thank you to the 54 people who came along to our ini-

tial public meeting and for your contributions. 

Keeping the Villages Green –  You will be aware from previous editions of the Chronicle that Coxhoe Parish Council is 

in the process of taking ownership of the village greens in Coxhoe and similarly the greens opposite Quarrington Hill 

Community Centre.  In anticipation of the proposed housing development at Parkhill, which risks blending Parkhill with 

Coxhoe, we are nearing the conclusion of negotiations to purchase several green strips at the Parkhill end of Coxhoe 

with the intention of keeping as much open green space as possible between the villages.  This end of the village hasn’t 

had as much as other parts so we hope we will start to make improvements to the environment in this area. 

More Seats - The Parish Council will soon be installing additional seating at the Grove, as requested by residents. 

Our clerk Geoff Price is available 

most days during working hours and 

is based at Coxhoe Village Hall.                  

You can contact him on                          

07988 283287 or by email at 

clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk   or  

Coxhoe Parish 
Council     or  
@CoxhoePCouncil 
 

Delivering Quality Services to 
Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill 

Quarrington Hill  Telephone  Email  

Carole Hogarth (Vice Chair) 

Keith Pounder     

Eric Thompson 

0191 3771315 

0191 3773611 

0191 3771288   

carolehogarth@aim.com 
keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk 

e.thompson7@sky.co.uk 

Coxhoe  Telephone  Email  

Stuart Dunn (Chair) 

Barbara Hepplewhite 

Wendy Lavelle   

Tony Plews 

Tony Rowe   

Kay Simpson   

Colin Thirlaway                  

Vacancy                                        

0191 3773314 

0191 3771366 

0191 3773673 

0191 3779852 

0191 3773642 

0191 3778826 

0191 3772596 

stuart.dunn@outlook.com 

bhepp4@btinternet.com 

wendylavelle1@gmail.com 

tony.plews@hotmail.com  

rowe.tony@outlook.com 

simpson78@btinternet.com 

cthirlaway@btinternet.com 

Residents are more than welcome to come along to Parish Council meetings at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each month to let us 

know their views or you can contact your local Parish Councillors as set out below: 

mailto:k.simpson78@btinternet.com
mailto:cthirlaway@btinternet.com
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CHRISTMAS in the COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

6th December - 17.00 Pantomime ‘Cinder’s Fella’. Tickets £2. 

12th December  - 15:00 Children's Christmas Party. 

15th December  - 19:00 Carol Service.  Everyone welcome. 

Quarrington Hill  Community Centre Activities    
For Bookings contact::     Margaret Hamilton   377  0247   or         Keith Pounder   377 3611                    

Visit Quarrington Hill Community Centre in 2016 

It’s been five years since our community assumed responsibility for 

the management of  our community centre. Since that time we have 

worked hard to improve the facilities and expand on the activities we 

provide. 

We secured funding of over £50,000 for major building improve-

ments to the centre and its facilities, and also negotiated the asset 

transfer of the centre from Durham County Council to the community. 

What we have achieved is a brighter more comfortable and hopefully 

more welcoming space.  Why not come in and have a look? 

We currently have a weekly coffee morning, bingo evening and keep 

fit.  There are two youth clubs each week and an indoor bowling club.  The bowling club is very popular and full to  

capacity. 

Members of the committee are committed to helping residents to have the activities they want so please tell us if there 

is something you would like to see provided. 

Maybe you would be interested in helping to get a second indoor bowling club off the ground? 

The hall is also available for private hire and is ideal for private parties and social gatherings, it’s on your doorstep and 

offers very reasonable rates. 

We know Quarrington Hill is occupied by a diverse population so we need to hear from you if there is something else 

we could offer to help you become involved, we have a great facility let’s make sure we keep it going and make it a 

vibrant community hub. 

The community centre belongs to you, come in and check it out, give us a ring or email any suggestions for activities 

you want to see happening. 

And of course, if you have the time to spare we are always looking for volunteers to help out or join the management 

committee – it might be fun to get involved and you will be made very welcome. 

Please contact Keith Pounder on 0191 377 3611, or email keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk or Margaret Hamilton on 
0191 3770247 or check out the times of activities listed in our advertisement or on the notice board and come on in.   
There’s a New Year coming, please include us in your to do list. 

In the meantime from all of us have a great Xmas and a happy New Year. 

Mondays  4.30-6.00pm        Youth Club 

   7.30-8.00pm         HIIT exercise training 

Tuesdays  10.30-11.00am    Coffee morning with bingo 

Wednesdays  7.30-9.00pm        Bingo 

Thursdays    6.30-7.00pm         HIIT exercise training 

  7:15 –    Carpet Bowles  

Fridays   4.30-6.00pm         2 COOL 4 SCHOOL kids club 

mailto:keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk
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Coxhoe Village Hall needs your views 
In September this year the Village Hall appointed a new part time manager, 
Claire Anderson. As part of her role, Claire has been asked to research the 
range of activities and events that take place within the our community hub. 

We already have a wide range of things going on at the hall including craft 
clubs, dancing including the Village Hall Hop, a growing play group, slimmers’ groups and a range of health related 
activities such as Tai Chi and smoking cessation. However to help Claire understand what our community wants to 
extend provision to suit all members of the community, she needs to seek your views and ideas.  

We have therefore launched a survey this month to get your ideas 
across. Paper copies of this short survey are available at the Village 
Hall. The survey is also available online and you can access this on 
the Coxhoe Village Hall website and that of the Parish Council. We’ve 
also put a link on our facebook and twitter pages. If you can’t find the 
link to the survey there please copy and paste the following address 
into your web browser; 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5RZF6RS 

We would be very grateful if you take a little of your time to complete 
the survey. By doing so you will be  contributing to making the Village 
Hall and Coxhoe better. Thank you! 

If you are interested in joining the group, come along for a session to see if this craft is for you.  We are meeting on 3rd and 

17th December, the fees are £2 per session and includes tea/coffee and homemade cake. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5RZF6RS
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We need your help to help make Coxhoe a better place 

Coxhoe Community Partnership have met twice since the last edition of the 
Coxhoe Chronicle.  The Partnership used to meet once a month but due to 
reducing numbers of volunteers and the commitments of existing members in 
managing community hubs such as the Active Life Centre and Coxhoe      
Village Hall we made a conscious decision at our earlier meetings to reduce 
the number of times we meet.  We are still achieving but could do a lot more if 
we had your help. 

During the Autumn we have made progress in putting together an application for grant aid for village signage that we    
consulted on last year and have continued to manage the Coxhoe Parish Council community website and related social 
media.  We made a successful joint bid with Coxhoe Village Hall to Coxhoe Parish Council for a small grant to secure a 
wreath stand around the war memorial which has been installed.  We need your help though! 
 

Next year Muriel Burton from the Partnership is planning another round of litter picks as part of the community contribution 
to the ‘Keep Coxhoe Clean campaign’.  The suggested dates, which may be subject to change are as follows: 

 

Saturday 27th February   10.15 - 12.15 
Tuesday 22nd March    17.45 - 19.00 
Tuesday 26th April     17.45 - 19.00 
Tuesday 31st May     17.45 - 19.00 
Tuesday 28th June     17.45 - 19.00 
Tuesday 26th July    17.45 - 19.00 
Tuesday 27th Sept     17.45 - 19.00 
Saturday 29th October  10.15 - 12.15 
 

We need the community to get involved in these and make a plea for people to come forward to help for a couple of hours 
on each of these occasions.  We will do a little publicity closer to each event but please put these in your diaries and come 
along to help out.  They do make a difference.  If you are interested please contact Muriel on 07821 658324 or email her 
on murielburton235@btinternet.com 

We are also looking for new members to join us on the Partnership to help make Coxhoe a better place.  Please come 
along to one of our meetings and join us.  The next agree meetings are  January 27

th
, March 30

th
 and April 27

th
 (Annual 

General Meeting). 

A little of your time can mean a lot.  Have a fantastic Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
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 Kingswood Community Partnership 

A lot has happened in relation to Kings Wood since the last issue of the chronicle with positive progress on a number 

of issues. 

Ownership of the wood - Firstly, importantly, our bid to Durham County Council for the transfer of the wood under a 

long term lease to the Parish Council has been successful.  The legalities should be complete ready for a handover in 

the late spring of 2016.  This means that the hopes of residents to protect and have control over this much used 

amenity is at last a reality.  Our thanks go to Coxhoe Parish Council, our County Councillors and especially to the 

officers of DCC: Anne Smith, Daryl Cox and Callum Aitchison who have been very helpful in getting us to this stage. 

Funding - Coxhoe Parish Council donated 

£100 to the partnership to open a bank account 

and start the process of applying for charitable 

status.  They also submitted a bid for a grant 

under the ‘Delivering Differently’ scheme to 

help us with start-up costs and was successful 

in securing £1,600 which we will use to pur-

chase equipment for use in maintaining the 

wood. 

Volunteers - In October we held a volunteers 

meeting in the Community Centre where     

enthusiastic residents came up with a range of 

ideas on how to manage  the workload.  The 

partnership is committed to taking residents 

and volunteers’ ideas on board and we will be 

holding further events over the coming months.  

Some of those who volunteered to help with 

maintenance will be working alongside the 

County’s Countryside Rangers over the      

coming months in order to learn more about 

the work needed in the wood. 

Countryside Rangers - Darryl Cox and John 

Butler from the rangers service recently visited 

the wood and walked around with members of 

the committee.  Even though we were in       

torrential rain it proved a very enjoyable and 

helpful exercise.  They were generous with 

their advice and positive in their support of the 

plans already being made for the future of the 

area.  Though they will not be able to help with 

the maintenance of the wood because of staff 

reductions in their team, they will be available 

to offer advice and we appreciate that offer. 

What about the rest of Kings Wood? -  Some residents have asked about the future of the rest of the wood which 

runs down behind Hawthorn Crescent and out towards Kelloe.  With DCC looking to make cut backs and potentially 

have to sell assets they were concerned that this area could also become vulnerable in the same way as the part of 

the wood behind Steetley Terrace.  The Parish Council and the Kingswood Partnership took up this concern and     

approached DCC and Kelloe Parish Council to request consideration of inclusion of this land.  That land actually falls 

within the Kelloe Parish Boundaries so we were keen to explore the possibility of working with us too.  They are   

equally keen to protect that area from development and are now working with DCC and Coxhoe Parish Council to 

include this land in the lease.  This was also strongly supported by a recent public meeting in Kelloe and a survey of 

Kelloe residents is currently being undertaken by Kelloe Parish Council working with Kingswood Partnership. 

If you want to get involved in any way then you will be made very welcome just contact Eric Thompson 0191 3771288 

or Carole Hogarth 0191 3771315 or come along to one of our meetings which are advertised on the notice board next 

to the shop in Quarrington Hill, or on the Parish Council’s website. 

Quarrington Hill 

Kelloe 
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NEWS FROM COXHOE MEDICAL PRACTICE   

DR WOODS REDUCED HOURS - You may already be aware that Dr Woods has reduced 

her working hours and works three days per week now.  This does have an effect on the 

number of appointments to book with her and we would appreciate your patience.  When all 

of Dr Woods’s appointments have been booked, reception staff will offer alternative          

appointments with Dr Bhati (m), Dr Singh (m), Dr Nwudoh (f) or the Nurse Practitioner Nicola 

Easton. 

 

VACCINATION PROGRAME – Flu:  If you are 65 and over, or you have a chronic disease, or you are pregnant please 

contact the surgery to book your appointment for your flu vaccination. OR if your child is aged 2, 3 or 4 year old they are 

entitled to a Nasal Flu Vaccination.  (If you do not wish to be vaccinated please contact the surgery to inform us). 

Shingles:  If you were aged 70, 71, 72, 78 or 79 on the 1
st
 September 2015 you will be entitled to a shingles vaccination.  

Please contact the surgery for details or to book your appointment. 

Pneumococcal:  If you are aged 65 and over or aged 2 to 64 with a chronic disease please contact the surgery to book 

your appointment for your pneumococcal vaccination. 

PRESCRIPTION        

REQUESTS 

To save on printing 

costs, please sign up at 

the surgery or at your 

chosen chemist for 

your prescriptions to 

be sent  electronically 

to your preferred 

chemist (ask at        

Reception for details). 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR PRESCRIPTION ORDERS - If your medication is due over the festive period, please order 

earlier. 

 

CARER REGISTER - Do you help or look after someone in their day-to-day life?  If you do, have you registered as a 

Carer?  You could receive help and support.  Please ask at the surgery for details or contact Carers Direct on 0300 123 

1053 
 

THE SURGERY TEAM WISH EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES  

Thursday 24
th

 and 31
st
 December 2015 - 8.30am -4pm (Duty Doctor on call until 6pm) 

CLOSED - 25
th

 26
th

 27
th

 28
th

 December, 1
st
 2

nd
 3

rd
 January 2016  

NORMAL HOURS FROM Monday 4
th

 January 2016 

IF YOU REQUIRE URGENT MEDICAL ASSISTANCE WHEN THE SURGERY IS CLOSED 

PLEASE RING THE FREEPHONE NUMBER 111 FOR THE OUT OF HOURS SERVICE    

(Contact details also available via Surgery Telephone Message). 

Quarrington Hill Allotments - Work is ongoing to expand the    

provision of allotments at Quarrington Hill.  As we told you in the last    

Chronicle we are in the process of buying an  additional piece of land and 

the Parish Council have applied for a grant to renew some of the fencing 

which is in a poor state.  This has been on our plans since the Parish Plan 2 

was developed but the 

spring of 2016 should 

see the development 

of more allotments 

taking shape.  If you 

are interested in     

applying for a plot 

please contact Geoff 

Price, Parish Clerk on 

07988 283 287 and 

ask him to add your 

name to our waiting 

list. 

Coxhoe Primary 
School Christmas 
Fair - Thank you to 
all our local busi-
nesses, traders and 
people who attended 
our annual event. 
You helped us raise 
£450 for Friends of 
Coxhoe Primary 
School.  This will 
help take the whole 
school to the panto-
mime next year.  So 
a BIG thank you to 
you all. 
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Neighbourhood Plan - Coxhoe is under the threat of development.  Durham County 
Council has approved every planning application that has come forward despite Coxhoe Parish 
Council objecting to most of them.  That’s over 300 so far, please see the table below.  That’s not 
the end of it, because other potential sites in Coxhoe were identified by developers in the DCC 
SHLAA’ (Strategic Housing Land Area Assessment).  The Parish Council has therefore started work 
on a Neighbourhood Plan.  The recent approval for 190 homes on our border with Parkhill set a 
most worrying precedent, and the further potential for another 300 at the ‘Intergra 61’               
development between Bowburn Services and Tursdale. 
 
In October 2014 the application for 190 houses in Parkhill by Hallams was refused.  At that time 
Draft County Durham Plan given significant weight in planning decisions as the Inspectors Report 
into ‘Examination in Public’ was awaited.  DCC Planners considered that the proposal was an      
inappropriate unsustainable residential development in the countryside and would result in the 
merging of Parkhill and Coxhoe and would affect local nature conservation contrary to local and 
national planning policy.  Whilst this application was only for 190 houses, the previous owners of 
this land were seeking to build 600 houses!  In February 2015 the Inspector issued a report on 
Examination in Public (EIP).  He criticised the Draft County Durham Plan and said housing should 

not take place in Green Belt around Durham City and should take place elsewhere in 5 villages around Durham including Coxhoe.  
The Inspector takes the view that Coxhoe and Parkhill are one settlement on the basis of one representation at the EIP – that of 
Hallams, the Parkhill developers!  This changed everything. 

 
In June 2015 the Parkhill Development was resubmitted.  On 14 September DCC Planning Committee reconsidered and Planners 
argued that the application should be approved under Paragraph 14 of the Government’s new National Planning Guidance which 
states that there is a “presumption in favour of sustainable development”.  Planners argued that the City of Durham Local Plan is 
out of date and the Draft County Durham Plan can’t be taken into account as a result of the Planning Inspector’s Report. The Planners 
advised the Planning Inspector considered Coxhoe and Parkhill are actually one settlement and the coalescence/merging argument 
couldn’t be used. DCC Planners changed their minds and now consider the proposals to be sustainable when they felt it was NOT 
sustainable before.  DCC Planners changed their minds and now consider that there are now benefits which outweigh the harm when 
those benefits existed previously and DCC Member Councillors (Not our Local County Members who strongly objected) are minded to 
grant planning permission.  Coxhoe Parish Council asked the Secretary of State to take decision away from DCC but they refused to 
do so Planning Permission Granted On 21st September the Inspectors EIP is quashed by the High Court. 

 
At the moment if any planning applications come along they will be considered under the same tests and probably approved. As a 
result of an application for Judicial Review Durham County Council have to have another go at their County Durham Plan i.e. re-do 
the consultation and another Examination in Public.  What can we do?  We need to make sure they know loud and clear what the   
people of Coxhoe think!  CPC are a consultee and have no planning powers, CPC are powerless in respect of current planning        
decisions, however.  CPC do have the power (not a duty) to develop a Neighbourhood Plan within our parish boundaries and have 
already done the basics.  In February 2015 CPC made an application to DCC for Designation of a neighbourhood Plan covering the 
whole of the Parish. In April 2015 DCC approved the Designation. 
 
Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood and shape the        
development and growth of their local area.  They are able to choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built, have 
their say on what those new buildings should look like and what infrastructure should be provided, and grant planning permission for 
the new buildings they want to see go ahead.  Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure 
that they get the right types of development for their community where the ambition of the neighbourhood is aligned with the    
strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area.    
Local communities can choose to: set planning    
policies through a neighbourhood plan that is used in 
determining planning applications, grant planning  
permission through Neighbourhood Development 
Orders and Community Right to Build Orders for    
specific development which complies with the order. 
 

Neighbourhood Plans have to:  Comply with Local 
Planning policy; comply with national planning policy; 
and comply with European standards and                
requirements. Neighbourhood Plans therefore   can-
not simply block development. There is a complex     
process to go through which requires a lot of work and 
consultants and this is expensive.  There’s an           
examination in public and at the end of the day there is 
a referendum. Above all, the community need to be 
involved and engaged and this means the community 
getting involved and helping out. The Parish Council 
are committed to progressing a Neighbourhood Plan, 
and this was endorsed by those present at our initial 
Public Meeting 21 October. There will be more        
consultation exercises and public meetings.  We can’t 
do this alone. 
 

If you want to help come along to our next open 
meeting 16 December 7pm at Coxhoe Village Hall. 

PUBLIC 
MEETING 

Does Coxhoe need 
more housing? 

Wednesday 21 October 
7pm at Coxhoe Village Hall 

See Coxhoe Parish Council Facebook 
or website for more details, or speak to 

the  Parish Clerk at the Village Hall.                        

Your views and help are needed. 

Site Houses Parish View DCC Decision 

Potteries 31 Objected Approved 

Station Road 50 Objected Approved 

Parkhill 190 Objected Approved no   
infrastructure 

Phase 3 The 
Limes 

55 Requested 
infrastructure 
contributions 

Approved, 
£70,000 school 
contribution 

Old School 
House 

8 Objected Approved 

Bogma Farm 162 Objected Approval likely 
although some 
infrastructure  
contribution likely 

Total 486 SO FAR ???  
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St. Mary’s 

Church COXHOE 

Village Carol Service   

Wednesday 24th December at 

6pm 

 

Christmas Day Holy 

Communion with   

Carols 

Thursday 25th December at 

10.30am 

St Joseph’s        

roman catholic 

Church Coxhoe 

Carol Service 

Wednesday 24th December at 6pm 

 

 

St. ANDREW’s Church COXHOE 

 

Shoppers’ Service                       

Saturday, 5th December 10.00 to 10.30am  

‘Carols by Candlelight’    

Wednesday, 16th December ‘- Tickets are £2.50. 

Open Air Carol Singing            
Saturday, 19th December, from 10.00 to 10.45am 

‘A Celebration of Christmas’ 

Sunday, 20th December, at 10.45am  

Holy Communion 

10.00am to  11.00am on Christmas Day.    
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Coxhoe Primary school  receives a 

Special visitor from Sri Lanka  

Children and staff at Coxhoe Primary School 
enjoyed welcoming Miss Nimali from our Sri 
Lankan partner school H/Higuramulana Sri K.V 
where she teaches English. Children in all 
classes across school were given the           
opportunity to work with Miss Nimali and find 
out more about what life is like for children in 
Sri Lanka. Class 7 were given the opportunity 
to show Miss Nimali and Mr Deleepa, who was 
visiting Durham Gilesgate Primary School, 
around Durham Cathedral and take part in a 
‘Bede’s Bones’ mystery activity.  

Our children particularly enjoyed experiencing 
traditional children’s stories and songs, with 
some of our junior children putting on excellent performances re-telling the tales through drama. Miss    
Nimali and Hinguramulana have kindly given us some books to keep of different children’s stories which 
will enjoy sharing across our classes.  

As well as learning more about Sri Lanka, the children enjoyed sharing different elements of British culture 
through assemblies where they performed for Miss Nimali. Class 5 did an excellent job of performing ‘God 
Save the Queen’ and our infant children enjoyed sharing traditional songs and rhymes.  

Whilst Miss Nimali was in Class 6 we made sundials with her to kick-start our next joint project about light. 
Miss Nimali will be making sundials with some of her pupils in Sri Lanka and we will exchange photos of 
our sundials at different times in the year, exploring how shadow length varies and changes with season 
and hemisphere. More information is available at www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk 

National Praise for Coxhoe Primary for the teaching of Phonics 

The Secretary of State for School Reform, Nick Gibb MP, who stated in his letter to Mr Jones: ‘We want to 
ensure that every child develops a firm grasp of phonics which is why I was so delighted to see your      
results. With 100% of pupils at Coxhoe Primary school reaching or exceeding the pass mark in the check, 
your school is in the top 2% of all primary schools in the country.’ 
 

Cassop Primary School - UN award ambition for  Rights Respecting  

Cassop Primary School is in line for an award from the United Nations The school – rated Outstanding by 
Ofsted – is seeking to become a Unicef UK Rights Respecting 
School, recognising its commitment to putting children’s human 
rights at the heart of school life.  

The award recognises schools who put the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child at the centre of everything they do, helping 
every child develop their talents and realise their potential, and 
encouraging students to respect the rights of others inside and 
outside of the school.  

Head teacher Victoria Hewison said: “It’s vital to us that our      
children feel valued and listened to so a lot of this builds on things 
we already do, like student council members encouraging other 
children to have a say on the issues affecting them.” 

“Becoming a Rights Respecting School will also support our work 
helping the children to understand and respect religions, cultures 
and beliefs very different to their own and giving them a wider un-
derstanding of the world in which they live in.” 

 

More information is available at www.cassop.durham.sch.uk.              
You can also follow the school on Twitter at @cassop_primary 

http://www.cassop.durham.sch.uk
http://www.cassop.durham.sch.uk
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Colour me 

Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill Youth People & Children’s Services Co-Ordinator 

Since taking up post in the Parish at the end of August  I have been busy meeting with young people and the 

adults who provide activities for them. It’s quite a wide remit and covers children and young people from birth 

– 19yrs old. I want to meet as many of them and, of course, the parents of young children as  possible so that 

we can be sure younger people’s services are developed in line with their wishes. We want services, groups and 

activities that are valued and enjoyed by all young people. If you are a young person or parent in Coxhoe or 

Quarrington Hill, or you are involved in any groups with our young people involved then I would love to hear 

from you so that I can ensure your views are captured and your voice is heard. 

I have visited, youth clubs and Primary and Secondary schools which both Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill       

children and young people attend. I have now completed all my visits with the Primary school heads to          

introduce myself and I am now beginning to arrange attending assemblies to meet the children and find out 

what they want to see happening in their villages.  

I have been working with Claire the new village hall manager in Coxhoe to start up a new playgroup run by the 

village hall.  I worked with the village partnership in Quarrington Hill to provide a range of activities for young 

people which was great fun and meant I met a few more children there. 

I am in the village hall 

most Mondays from 

10am onwards so if you 

would like to drop in to 

speak to me then feel 

free.  Find us on Face-

book ‘Coxhoe young 

people’ and  

‘Quarrington Hill young 

people’ or contact 

Amanda on 
07403765269 

Or email amanda@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

What’s on for Young People in Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill? 
Monday  - Cubs 5-7pm, Scouts 7pm-9pm, at Coxhoe Village Hall 
Monday  - Youth Club at Quarrington Hill 
Tuesday  - Beavers 5pm -7pm 
Tuesday  - Coxhoe girls group 7pm until 8.30pm at Active Life Centre 
Wednesday  - Mixed Senior Youth Club 7pm until 8.30pm 13-19 years 

Too Cool for Skool  - 4:30 - 6pm. 
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