
  

 

A Coxhoe Parish Council Publication June 2015 

Connecting the Community 

Quarrington Chronicle 

Parish Council tackling dog fouling on the streets 

To try and emphasise the problem caused by irresponsible dog owners 
allowing their dogs to foul and not clearing up afterwards, you will       
periodically see the image below appearing on footpaths around  Coxhoe 
and Quarrington Hill.  We hope to raise the profile of the problem in hot spots and make irresponsible 

dog owners think again about the problem they are causing for 
children and residents by not bagging and binning their pets’ 
poop.  We are also asking residents of these hot spots to be 
vigilant to try to identify and report these irresponsible dog 
owners.  If they catch them in the act we ask them to discretely 
take a photo of the dog and owner and report them to the 
Durham County Council Environment      hotline:  

REPORT DOG FOULING NOW 

03000 26 1000  
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Quarrington Hill Regeneration Scheme 

As you have seen from the public display last year and from previous 

issues, the front street regeneration group are progressing with plans. It 

is proposed to  place  sculptures, designed  for  the village  by a local 

sculptor, at  the  entrance to Hawthorne and Bellevue (shown on the 

right) and a larger piece (shown on the left) on the green area opposite 

the community centre. Some funding is in place and we are awaiting 

news on three other funding applications.  

Planning approval has been given for the erection of the sculptures but sorting land ownership has been 

difficult and further complicated by the transfer of the outer areas of land to the new Durham City homes; 

but these issues will hopefully soon be resolved. The Parish Council agreed at its 

May meeting for transfer to them of the central area of land from DCC to keep it as 

a green area in the centre of the village for residents. 

At the last meeting, the group also discussed the planting schemes to enhance the 

front street and are currently drawing up plans for a large flower bed on the area 

next to the main sculpture, with  annuals planted to form the letters QH. The next 

meeting of the group is on 29th June at 4pm in the community Centre and you will 

be made very welcome if you wish to attend, find 

out what’s going on and contribute to the         

developments. 

The Parish Council have also agreed the draft 

contract for the sculptor; it is hoped that we will have heard positively 

from the final three funders within the next few months and that the 

sculptor can start work soon and that the sculptures will be in situ later 

this year. 
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COXHOE ATLAS 
Following the public engagement 
exercise carried out during the    
winter, the Coxhoe Village Green 
Heritage and Learning Project 
Working Group put together an 
indicative Master Plan for the future 
of the Village Greens, incorporating 
ideas put forward as part of the 

public engagement process.  This Indicative Master Plan has 
subsequently been adopted by Coxhoe Parish Council and     
Coxhoe Community Partnership to help partners progress      
projects in the future. 

The Village Green based project has, as a result, evolved and 
extended to become a ‘Coxhoe Heritage Education and Learning 
Project’.  Coxhoe History Group had previously made enquiries 
about a Village Atlas and asked if this could be included.  This 
was supported and forms a significant part of the Master Plan. 
The development worker helping with the Village Green project 
suggested that this might be done through the Durham County 
Council Limestone Landscapes Project who have completed Village Atlases for a number of other villages. 

After presentations by Tony Devos, Project Leader for Limestone Landscapes, the Parish Council have agreed to take this       
forward.  A Village Atlas will also be carried out for Quarrington Hill so that the whole of the parish is included.  The project 
would be carried out over a 3 year period and broken up into a series of small activities. 
 
Specialists will be employed to work with any interested members of the community and groups on each activity. 
The results will be recorded and produced professionally and presented both in booklets and as a full Village Atlas document.  
The samples shown were very comprehensive and impressive and would be a wonderful record for future generations. 
 

Village Atlas activities could include: 

 Geophysics of Coxhoe Hall Lawn 

 Identifying geological history and features that have influenced village development 

 Hydrology of the area 

 Environmental features 

 History of Local industries 

 Identifying heritage buildings in the village 

 Recording the lives of people who have shaped our villages 

 Identify, preserve, enhance, restore heritage structures e.g. Limestone Kilns, War Memorials, the limestone wall          
between Brown’s Close and the Village Green 
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Miners Gala Activities 

The Miners gala eve band concert will be held in Coxhoe Village 
Hall on Friday 10th July. Doors will be open from 7pm and the 
band will play from 8pm, with  a raffle and  bar open.  Door 
entrance £2.00. 

Gala morning, Saturday 11th July - Band to commence at         
approximately 8am outside of cenotaph.  Parade to commence 
from Co-op car park at 8:30am to march to the memorial pit 
wheel for band to play before leaving for the Miners Gala in 
Durham.  Bus to leave at 9.15am from Browns Close bungalows 
at the entrance of Petterson Dale.  Bus fares £3 each return. 

The band and banner will leave the race course in Durham at 
2:45pm for our return journey to Coxhoe.  Bus will leave New 
Inn at 4pm back to Coxhoe Village Hall.  All children under 16 
years of age must be accompanied by a Guardian. 

All times are approx. 

 

Promoting business in Coxhoe 

We are regularly requested to provide advertisements and articles for local businesses within the pages of the Coxhoe 
Chronicle.  The Chronicle is, however, provided as a village community newsletter for communicating with our villages and 
not as a publication for advertising businesses and current offers within the village.  We therefore have a strict policy of only 
allowing a couple of paid for, business card sized adverts an issue. We will stand by that policy in view of the nature and  
purpose of the Chronicle and the duties and responsibilities of the Parish Council. 

Coxhoe is proud of its local business.  They help bring 
vitality, prosperity and employment to our villages.  We 
are therefore keen to help support businesses where we 
can.  What we can offer, and what has been taken up by 

40 businesses 
in Coxhoe, is a 
page on the 
community 
website to  
promote your 
business. 

On the Local 
Business and 
Traders pages 
we have      

developed a Local Business Directory to celebrate local 
businesses and traders and help promote their services. 

Inclusion on our website does not mean that the Parish 
Council endorses the goods and services of that particular 
business above those of any other similar goods and ser-
vices offered by others. 

Inclusion on our pages is down to the choice of the     
business.  If you want to be represented on the           
community website and have not yet taken up that     
opportunity you can download, complete and return to 
us the Business Directory Questionnaire on the Local 
Business and Traders page or contact the Voluntary Web 
Administrator at ianforster176@btinternet.com 

Check out the business pages at 
www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

mailto:ianforster176@btinternet.com
http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk/coxhoe/Pages/LocalBusinessandTraders.aspx
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What has our Parish Council been doing? 

 We are working in partnership with other local organisations to develop a Children’s and 

Young People’s Strategy.  The Parish Council has secured a £9,000 grant to establish the 

views of our children and young people about the facilities and activities currently on offer 

to them, and what they want for the future.  Investors in Children have started this work 

with young people in our villages.  To ensure this research turns into action, the Parish 

Council has budgeted funds to employ a Youth Development Worker to support our young 

people to develop the identified facilities/activities. 

 As the County Council has been forced to reduce/cut the support it gives to community 

facilities, the Parish Council has increased the annual grant support it gives to help cover 

running costs/improvements to the Village Hall, QH Community Centre and introduced a similar grant to the Active Life 

Centre. 

 The Parish Council has continued to work with the Coxhoe Village Hall Committee and Quarrington Hill Community Centre 

to improve facilities and activities available. 

 The 3 year initial funding support from the Parish Council to help prevent closure of the 

Active Life Centre and retain it as an independent facility from the County Council,    

ended this year.  This has helped FLiC, the charity which now runs it on behalf of our        

community, turn a £¼ million loss per year to break-even point over these 3 years.  They 

have made significant improvements to the facilities and provision and increased the 

number of local people using it. 

 Plans to link up the Coxhoe Village Hall and the Co-operative car parks have not progressed as yet  but this plan remains 

part of our vision for improving and increasing parking in the centre of Coxhoe.  The council continues to work with Durham 

County Council Highways on issues such as parking/waiting restrictions on the Front Street to allow access to shops, and 

around Sanderson Street and near the Doctor’s Surgery.  We have consulted residents of Sanderson Street and Cooperative 

Terrace directly to make sure our representations are in line with what they want. 

 Environmental improvements are planned for Quarrington Hill including the siting of 3 

sculptures which have recently received planning approval and support of QH residents 

through public consultation.  The Parish Council is currently negotiating the transfer of land 

with the County Council.  The larger of these sculptures will stand in the central area opposite 

the Community Centre.  Half of the funding is in place for the scheme, and several funding bids 

have been submitted to help to complete the scheme with their outcome awaited.  The next 

meeting of the group is on 29th June at 4pm in the Community Centre and you will be made 

very welcome if you wish to attend, find out what’s going on and contribute to the                 

developments. 

 The council is currently in discussion with Durham County Council to transfer the Allotments 

in Quarrington Hill to parish ownership to help increase the number of allotments and          

improvements to them. 

 It’s two years since the residents, parish council and local county councillors came together to prevent the sale of our very 

popular Kings Wood.  We succeeded in preventing the sale and, though it may seem to have gone quiet, we have been    

continuing to work to secure the long term protection of the area as an amenity for the village and its visitors.  We are    

continuing to negotiate with the Durham Ask Steering Group and hope in the near future to be able to confirm its transfer 

to the ownership of the parish council with a covenant to protect it for us all and, importantly, for future generations to 

enjoy.  Once negotiations are finalised we will hold an open meeting for everyone to have their say and be involved in   

managing the site.  Watch this space! 

 The Parish Council retendered its grounds maintenance and provision of hanging baskets and floral 

displays to ensure value for money.  The new contracts will run for 3 years.  Summer floral displays 

through planters and hanging baskets along the main routes in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill are 

well received by our community. 
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Residents are more than welcome to come along to Parish Council meetings at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month to let us know their views or you can contact your local Parish Councillors as set out below: 

Quarrington Hill  Telephone  Email  

Thomas Gorman 

Carole Hogarth (Vice-Chair) 

Keith Pounder 

0191 3770269  

0191 3771315 

0191 3773611 

tommyqhill@msn.com  

gardenercarole@yahoo.co.uk 
keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk 

Coxhoe  Telephone  Email  

Paul Dodsworth  

Stuart Dunn (Chair) 

Barbara Hepplewhite 

Wendy Lavelle   

Tony Plews 

Tony Rowe   

Kay Simpson   

Colin Thirlaway                                          

0191 3778914 

0191 3773314 

0191 3771366 

0191 3773673 

0191 3779852 

0191 3773642 

0191 3778826 

0191 3772596 

pauldodsworth1973@gmail.com  

stuart.dunn@outlook.com  

bhepp4@btinternet.com  

wendylavelle1@gmail.com  

tony.plews@hotmail.com       

tony.rowe@live.com  

simpson78@btinternet.com 

cthirlaway@btinternet.com 

Parish clerk Geoff Price is based 

at Coxhoe Village Hall. 

You can contact him on 

07988 283 287 

or by email at 

clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

or 

Coxhoe Parish Council 
or 
@CoxhoePCouncil 

More information can be found on our website—www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 The Parish Council continues to work with Durham County Council Highways on residents’ concerns about traffic issues in 

Cornforth Lane, Green Crescent and the Avenue.  We are grateful to the 53 people who turned up at the public meeting 

with the Parish council to discuss the issues.  Although there were of course differing views, these were debated          

passionately but calmly by residents and it was invaluable for the County Highway Engineers to hear residents’ strong 

views that there must be improvements direct from them.  We await details from the County Council as to how and 

when these will proceed.  See our website for more details. 

 Dog fouling remains a problem as well as fly-tipping.  These issues are reported frequently.  The Parish 

Council has issued leaflets across the parish to improve the problem and increase reporting of            

incidents.  It agreed to purchase 4 additional Dog Bins in the parish to help eradication this nuisance 

and will be sited at hotspots in the parish and will continue to highlight the problem. 

 The Parish Council’s website site has a huge amount of hits and Facebook page has over 800 followers and these carry a 

wealth of information concerning the activities of the council and its wider community.  Posts are regularly made and 

comments received.  We are very grateful to the volunteer who manages the site with expertise and it is a local council 

website that has been used as a model when other councils have developed theirs. 

mailto:k.simpson78@btinternet.com
mailto:cthirlaway@btinternet.com
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40+ sacks of litter collected  

Are you interested in finding out more about Hope  
Construction Materials’ operations at Coxhoe    
Quarry? 

Come along to the Coxhoe Parish Council meeting 
on 2nd September 2015.  The company’s Property 
and  Planning Manager, Jonathan Garbutt will attend 
to give local people an update on developments at 
the site and answer questions. 

(Please note:  If you are involved with a group who 
would like to visit this quarry, please contact the 
Quarry Manager, Willie Nelson via  email:             
william.nelson@hopeconstructionmaterials.com) 

Coxhoe Primary School  

Summer Fair Barbecue 

10.00—2.00pm 

50p entry 

Big Bake off & Barbecue 

With Blue Devil Disco 

An Authentic American Car & Turners of 
Sedgefield 

 

Police Cars *  Bouncy Castle     *    Face Painting   *    
Crazy Sand    Archery  *  Craft  Making Stall  *   
Adopt a Bear   *   Tombola    Raffle  *  Coconut  

Shy  *   Cake Stall and much more. 

Bake and decorate  an  American  themed  cake 

Come along and  join in the fun. 

 

Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign - Springing Into Action      

Coxhoe should be once again proud of their Beaver, 
Cubs and Scout Group who turned out in force and 
carried out a litter pick in the  village on the evening of 
Tuesday 14th April.  The group have done several    
similar clean ups in the last couple of years.  Their hard 
work and dedication to making Coxhoe a better place also inspired members of 
Coxhoe Community Partnership, and Coxhoe Parish Councillors, to plan and       
undertake their own litter pick on the same evening. 

Chairman of Coxhoe Community Partnership said, 'In the past, voluntary clean ups 
have been done by the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts or the youth room. They have    
inspired us to do something this year and we chose to do it on the same evening to 

show our pride in the group and our commitment to the environment. 

Altogether we collected over 40 bags of rubbish over a couple of hours be-
tween us.  The Beavers and cubs were inspirational and thoroughly enjoyed 
their evening.  We hope that other groups may come forward and do     
something similar as part of the Keep Coxhoe Clean  Campaign in the future. 

Coxhoe Community Partnership have since agreed to    arrange regular litter 
picks to encourage other volunteers to come forward and help out.  The 
Partnership is looking to seek funding to secure the community’s own litter  
picking equipment and tabards with the ‘Keep Coxhoe Clean’ Campaign 
logo. 

40+ sacks of litter collected  

Proud of our Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts 
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Coxhoe Primary School has been celebrating St. 
George’s day last week. All term pupils in each class 
will be discussing the values of British people. 

On Friday 24th April the staff organised an          
afternoon tea for all of the pupils to enjoy.         
However, the children also helped to prepare some 
delicious food that everyone enjoyed: scones with 
jam, cucumber sandwiches (a traditional English 
choice) and juice. A lot of hard work was put in to 
this event - children made flags, crowns, sang the 
British national anthem and the children in Class 
One performed an amazing re-enactment of the 
legend of St. George! 

In Coxhoe Primary School, pupils and teachers have 
many different nationalities: Poland, Scotland, 
Wales, Zambia, Ireland and many, many more. 
Therefore, the teachers have asked the children to 
bring a flag that represents their heritage. There 
will be a display with all of the flags from all of the 
nationalities attached. We can’t 
wait to see the finished result! 

We are proud that we are not only 
British, but have such an                   
abundance of cultures in our 
school. 
 

By Sam G and Hala Class 9 

The Class 9 Restaurant Project 
On the 20th March, 2015, a very important 
event took place. It took weeks of planning, 
hours of hard work and complete dedication. 
Teachers and pupils worked together, and the outcome was 
extremely worth it! 

Class 9 produced a range of traditional Italian dishes. They 
were cooked from scratch; we even made the pasta! However, 
all of this could not have been done without the help of Mrs 
Rutherford, Miss Temple, Mrs Nixon, Mrs Skaife, Miss Hawes, 
Mrs Taylor and all of those other helping hands! 

On the night, we were surprised to see all of the people that     
attended! The food disappeared quickly, and the amicable 
waiters ensured that there were no empty cups! The guests 
seemed ever-smiling and simply delighted to enjoy not only the 

food, but the sight of their        
children looking so professional 
and business-like. 

It seems that everyone enjoyed 
our efforts! Year 6- professional 
future Chefs and Waiters! 

By Libbi and Kelsey Class 9 

SSP CPS Alun      
Armstrong Festival  

After winning the league, on 
30

th
 of April. Coxhoe Primary 

school A and B team travelled 
along to Shildon for a fun  
football festival. Both teams 
did extremely well. It was from 
1.30-5.15.  

Unfortunately we had to split 
the two teams into a C team.  

A team: Dalton, Benjamin, Joshua, Sam, Sam and Samuel. 
B team: Jack, Oliver, Lewis, Daniel, Owen and Jay.  
C team: Finlay, Oscar, Joe, Harvey, Ben and Ben.  
 
All teams did really well. The C team came 1st in their 
League They did not receive any medals but did an awe-
some job. The B team and A team played in the Premier 
League. Unfortunately, both A and B teams got knocked 
out by the same team.  

The A team came third.  They did really well and got 
bronze medals. The B team did extremely well and got 
silver medals, coming second.  

Altogether all teams did amazingly well 
and represented our school really well. 
We are extremely proud of them and 
wish them really good luck for future 
matches. 

 The Sports Crew  

CPS’ Tennis Team 
Races To 1

st
 place  

It was early in the afternoon on the 
28th of April when Coxhoe’s tennis 

team started getting warmed up. 
Elliott (A club player) said ‘You had to 

get the ball from a cone and run 
through ladders that were placed on 

the floor, and then 
you had to try and 

score in a circle shaped goal. This was a            

reasonable warm up!’  

In the mid-afternoon, Coxhoe’s tennis team zoomed 
into 1st place with a score of Coxhoe: 6 Defending: 0! 

This gave them a total of 150 points! After all this 
tiring work they came back to school excited with a 

rush of adrenalin  

We would just like to say well done to all the       

talented tennis team who have accomplished such 
success! At the end of the day they came in first 

place! Also the children really enjoyed it they said it 

was one of the best sport activities they have   
participated in. They are now training hard for the 

final. 

The Sports Crew 

Coxhoe, a growing school  

For many years, Coxhoe Primary School had been over-
subscribed. The growth in the village had placed a high 
demand on school places and there has generally been a 
waiting list. The School believes that children who live in 
Coxhoe should be able to be part of our school that lies at 
the heart of the community.  However,  the continued 
growth in numbers means that the School will again be at 
capacity in September 2015.  We are delighted to          
announce that plans are now underway for an extension 
to be built by September 2016  to provide three new class-
rooms and a storage area for the Early Years outdoor area. 
The extension will also include additional playground 
space to allow children more space to play all year round. 
We are lucky enough to have extensive school grounds, 
with a large field. However, due to the delights of British 
weather – this is not available for play during many 
months of the year. 

Jayne Bartle 

Acting Head Teacher  

Best of British 
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DISCLAIMER:  The information in this newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of going to print.  Coxhoe Community 
Partnership & Parish Council accepts no responsibility for any error, omission, subsequent changes and complaints arising from items printed in 
this newsletter. The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Coxhoe Parish Council and Community 
Partnership groups. 

     Annual Report Summary 2014/2015  
 
 
 
As the Chair of the Coxhoe Community Partnership it gives me great pleasure in presenting a summary of the            
Partnership’s Annual Report for 2014/2015.  
 
We have had another very busy year. Coxhoe Community Partnership is now in its 17th year and continues to strive to 
make Coxhoe a better place in which to live, develop. learn, play and 
work. While we only have a small number of Members, by involving 
ourselves in the village and wider district we strive to influence        
positive developments in the community. Membership of the        
Community Partnership is low. However, members of the Partnership 
have been instrumental in working to help sustain futures for the   
Active Life Centre and Coxhoe Village Hall so most of their volunteer-
ing time has been devoted to those particular causes.  
 
Last year, having taken into account the Parish Plan, we set out our 
priorities. In helping to implement Parish Plan 2 and addressing these 
priorities we have:  
 

 worked as part of the Village Green Working Group to progress 
the Village  improvements officially launched in July and which 
received an environmental award in November; 

 worked on proposals for improvements to signage in the village;  
 worked with partners to improve opportunities for young people 

including a successful grant application to help secure the future employment of a Youth Worker;  
 worked to ensure the sustainable future for the Village Hall and Coxhoe Park;  
 continued to improve communications in the village through preparation of the Coxhoe Chronicle, administration of 

the Parish  Council’s  Community  website (16,000 ‘hits’ last year)  and associated social networks as well as  the 
Coxhoe Community Calendar (15 editions);  
 made representations in respect of important planning          
applications in the village;  
 made representations to Durham County Council on untidy 
buildings in the village; 
 took a principle role in the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign; and  
 secured a £2,000 grant to provide community display boards 
for the village 
 
I would like to thank all our members who have gave up their time 
to help our village while thanking our partner organisations for 
their commitment to making our village better. We need new 
Members who can come along and help develop and implement 
new projects. The future of Coxhoe remains in the hands of all of 
those that live work and play in our brilliant village and not just our 
‘usual suspects’.   

 
You can access a full copy of the report on the Partnership pages 
of the community website at  www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 
Ian Forster  
Chair, Coxhoe Community Partnership 
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Coxhoe Parish 

Youth Council? 
Coxhoe Youth Forum – Have your say! 

Over the past 2 months Investing in Children has been visiting                                                 

sessions at youth clubs and classes in local schools to find out the views                                    

of children and young people in the area, as well as speaking to parents/carers with                 

toddlers. 

Everyone was asked what they like and don’t like about living in Coxhoe, Quarrington Hill      

and Cassop. The ideas and suggestions they recommended have been presented to Coxhoe 

Youth Strategy Partnership whom they are working with to help make the changes happen. 

Several children and young people have signed up to the Youth Forum for the area and held 

their first meeting to start working on the ideas that have been suggested. 

Quotes from members of the forum include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Some of the members of the Youth Forum working on the job description and interview question for a new worker) 

Improvements suggested to date include: 

 Improving the access to the gym for children and young people (lowering prices and 

changing times for access) 

 Cleaning up the parks/play areas (removing chewing gum and cigarette butts) 

 Stopping people smoking in play areas 

 Improving the Youth Session e.g. getting more equipment for the youth sessions and  

funding for more activities 

 Improving existing parent/toddler sessions i.e. getting more toys 

 Getting more parent/toddler sessions in the area instead of having to travel 

 Cheaper holiday activities for families/children/young people 
 

To get involved and have your say. Get in touch with Ellie @ Investing in Children on 0191 

3729200 or email her at Eleanor.seed@investinginchildren.net 

“I am proud to help my community!” 

“I feel involved!” 

“It’s good to be able to make a change!” 

mailto:Eleanor.seed@investinginchildren.net

