
Should Coxhoe be in Durham or Billingham? 

December 2017 Edition  

 

The Boundary Commission have been undertaking a review of 
Parliamentary Constituency boundaries and published revised 
proposals in October this year. Currently our Parish is within the City 
of Durham Constituency. They propose to locate our wards in a new 
Billingham and Sedgefield constituency which stretches to 
Billingham south of Hartlepool and includes Sedgefield and Wynyard 
Hall as well as stretching down to Elstob in the South. 

The Boundary Commission are seeking the public’s views on their 
proposals and you only have until 11th December 2017 to make 
your views known to them. You can make comments on line by 
visiting the Boundary Commission’s website, www.bce2018.org.uk 

or via our website. 

The Parish Council decided at their Parish Meeting on 1st November to oppose the proposals. 

We felt that this was a very important issue for our communities and urged everyone to make their views 
known to the Boundary Commission. Thank you to the 6,562 people who visited our Facebook Post on 
this, we hope you replied directly to the Commission. A copy of the full Boundary Commission’s review 
document can be accessed from the link on our website. 
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In this edition: 

Welcome to your new Clerk to the Parish Council, 
Claire Llewelyn, who will officially start in the role 
in Tuesday 12 December.  Claire has lived in 
Coxhoe for over 15 years and knows Coxhoe and 
Quarrington Hill well.  

Councillors appointed Claire on the strength of her 
administration skills and community development 
experience.  She brings knowledge and skills 
gained over a varied career. Her working 
background is in NHS learning disability services, 
community development for local government, 

Citizens Advice and lately pensions administration. Claire has a strong 
community focus and was Cub Scout Leader in Coxhoe for three years.  

Claire wants to ensure the Parish Council is accessible to the public and to 
further improve confidence in the villages that the Parish Council has the 
well-being of the community at its heart. There are exciting and interesting 
times ahead, including developing the next Parish Plan and ensuring our 
villages continue to thrive and be great places to live. 

Opening hours will soon be available on notice boards and on the website 
and in social media. Claire said: 'I am delighted to have been appointed to 
work for the Parish Council and the community. I am looking forward to 
working with people in our communities and ensuring their views and needs 
are channelled to the Councillors, and to supporting the Council in their 
decision making. I can't wait to get started and encourage everyone to get 
involved in the local issues that affect us all'. 

 

 

 



Quarrington Hill  Telephone  Email  

Sue Downham       

Keith Pounder          

Julie Slater                                    

07999329394 
0191 3773611  

07948234267  

Sue.downham@yahoo.co.uk  

keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk 

julie.slater578.jas@gmail.com  

Coxhoe  Telephone  Email  

Ellie Cutter               

Stuart Dunn (Chair)   

Adrian Hedley        

Barbara Hepplewhite 

Wendy Lavelle        

Kay Simpson  (Vice Chair) 

Colin Thirlaway                            

Vacancy                                           

07590 717 258   

0770 335 1046 

0758 119 6709 

0191 377 1366 

0191 377 3673 

0755 738 4023 
0191 377 2596 

eilunedreed@googlemail.com 

stuart.dunn@outlook.com 

adrian@wearcreative.co.uk 

bhepp4@btinternet.com 

wendylavelle1@gmail.com 

thesimpsons15@outlook.com 

cthirlaway@btinternet.com 

Contacting The Parish Council……... 

Our Clerk Claire Llewelyn can be reached on 
0191 377 3658 or  07988 283287 or by email at 

clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk or       

Our Youth Worker Ian Thompson can be 
reached on  074303 765269 or by email at                  
Ian@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk              
                  

Coxhoe Parish Council  for news 

about the villages as we know it or  

@CoxhoePCouncil 

 

Residents are more than welcome to come along to Parish Council meetings at 6:30 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month to let us know their views or you can contact your local Parish Councillors as set out below:                            

Please note the January Parish Council meeting will be held Monday 8th at Quarrington Hill Community Centre. 

We are pleased to welcome Sean Davison, Rachel 
Wadge and Claire Picken to our Youth Work Team 
alongside our 
Youth Worker Ian 
Thompson. We 
will be advertising 
for a part time 
Admin Assistant 
soon to complete 

our staff team. 

 New Parish Council Staff  

 

Councillor vacancy... 

We currently have a vacancy on our 

Coxhoe Parish Council, for Coxhoe 

Ward.  Do you believe you can help make 

Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill even better places to live?  

If so, please  contact our Chair, Stuart for an informal 

discussion on 0770 335 1046 or email him or the clerk to 

express an interest at: 

chair@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk  or 

clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

                                Your County Councillors      

Cllr Jan Blakey Cllr Stuart Dunn Cllr Maura McKeon 

   

Tel: 03000 268 685 Tel: 03000 264 342 Tel: 03000 268 789 

jan.blakey@durham.gov.uk 

 

stuart.dunn@durham.gov.uk 

 

maura.mckeon@durham.gov.uk 

 

 

Councillors Dunn and McKeon will be holding  surgeries for residents before each of the Parish Councils    

in Coxhoe Division. In Coxhoe these will usually be at 5:30 on the first Wednesday of the month at            

Coxhoe Village Hall, but in January it will be at Quarrington Hill on Monday 8th. 

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Coxhoe Parish Council 
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Peter Jackson and Matty Robson 
participated in the Great North Run this 
year in aid of a charity close to many of 
Coxhoe residents after they lost a much 
loved member of the community Gemma 
Robson. Peter and Matty raised an 

impressive sum of £971 in aid of  Lupus UK.  

Following on from the tragic death of Gemma Coxhoe 
Parish Council was asked to help raise 
money for a defibrillator for the village. We 
have had almost £500 donated by local 
businesses. The Parish Council have 
matched this and our Local County 
Councillors McKeon and Dunn have taken 
up the cause and are now helping bring this 
request to its conclusion where we will have a defibrillator 
located at The Village Hall for Coxhoe Residents and at 

Quarrington Hill Club. 

 

Organiser Muriel Burton would like the community to get 
involved in the litter picks and makes a plea for people to 
come forward to help for a couple of hours. A little publicity is 
undertaken closer to each event. If you are interested please 
contact Muriel on 07821 658324 or email her 
on murielburton235@btinternet.com Picks leave from 
Coxhoe Village Hall. Please help out and help to make 

Coxhoe a better place. 

We asked for volunteers and Isaac came forward.  

The family of Beryl Smith would like to thank the residents of 
Quarrington Hill whose generous donations enabled Bill and 
his family to donate to 
Macmillian Cancer Support 
£608.77 Well Done 

Quarrington Hill. 

What’s happening in your village?  

A Great big Thank you…. Don’t Forget your Mobile Post Office 

Litter Picking Volunteers required… 

Commemorative Seating 

Great North Support 

In the last Chronicle we mentioned we are looking 

to improve the village greens in Coxhoe and 

Quarrington Hill by providing adequate seating 

when walking the length of the villages. So far we 

have commissioned two seats one for each 

village. Due to its success this scheme has been 

temporarily been put on hold so we can identify 

where it may be possible to have a seat installed 

and source installation costs. All interested 

residents may still contact the Parish Clerk for 

more information at 

Teenage Cancer Trust 

A recent Charity night From Lucy with 
Love held at the Active Life 
Centre was a sell out and a 
great success. The Simp-
son family would like to to 

say thank you so much to all who helped, donat-
ed or attended the event your support has helped 
raise over £6000 for Teenage Cancer Trust and 

Village Defibrillators 

Welcome to our youngest volunteer 

Quarrington Hill mobile service is operating in the village. Its 

current opening times are: 

• Monday, 12.00-13.00 

• Wednesday, 12.00-13.00  

mailto:murielburton235@btinternet.com


 

St. Andrew’s Methodist 

St Joseph's, Coxhoe 
Christmas  Eve Carols from 17:40, followed by 
The First Mass of Christmas 18:00 - All welcome. 
  

For more 
information 
contact: 

Christine 
Portues, 
Secretary, 0191   
377 542  

 

Sunday 10th   Christingle Service with treats for all       
December  3.30                      

Sunday 24th             Christmas Eve Carol Service               
December 6.00                 

Monday 25th   Christmas Morning Service               
December 10.00                

Sunday 31st      Joint Parishes Morning Service                  
December 10.30     

QHCC 

Activities 

 3rd & 10th December: 10.30 Gospel singalong,      

followed by service at 10.45 by Sunday services.  

17th a Carol Service will be lead by Stewards. 

24th Christmas Eve morning service at 10.45am. 

25th Christmas day, morning service at 10am, com-

munion will be shared during this Service. 

31st December service will be held at 10am.      

Coffee mornings are held each Saturday from 
9.30am until 11.15.  

6th January A Shoppers Service is held the first                

Saturday in the month. 

Mondays  5:30-7   Junior Youth Club                                               
    (Start date TBA) 

Tuesdays 10:30   Coffee Morning with Bingo 

Wednesdays 9:30  Toddlers Group 

Wednesday 7:30  Bingo 

Friday 4:30   2Cool4Cshool Kids Club 

CHRISTMAS in the COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

Saturday 9th December 3-5pm                           

Children's Christmas Party 

Tuesday 12th December  7pm Village Carol Service.                          

Everyone welcome.  

Quarrington Hill        
Community Centre          
For Bookings contact:     Keith Pounder   019  377 3611                    

 



 

 

 OLD  KING  COAL - Now in its fifth year, the 

Quarrington Hill banner participated again in the 
Old King Coal celebrations at Beamish Museum in 
April. The banners were paraded from the town 
square to the pit village. As part of the 
weekend’s events, it commemorated the victims 
of the Brancepeth Colliery disaster, which 
occurred on 13th April 1896, and claimed the lives 
of 20 men and boys. A marble plaque dedicated 
to the victims was unveiled in Hetton Band Hall 
by local historian Olive Linge and Councillor 
Fraser Tinsley, the mayor of Greater Willington. 

PIT  DISASTER - On 6th May 1897 at East Hetton Colliery, 10 miners died when they were trapped through an 

inrush of water like an immense tidal wave from some old workings at Cassop Colliery. On 6th May 2017, the 120th 
anniversary of the disaster was commemorated. At 10.30am, banners from the Durham Miners’ Association 
lodges which lost men, Quarrington Hill, Kelloe, Thornley and West Cornforth, together with banners from the 
neighbouring lodges of Trimdon Grange, Bowburn and Wheatley Hill were displayed by the pit tub in Kelloe, and 
their representatives then marched to St. Helen’s church for a memorial service. In a very moving service in a 
packed church, the words of Gresford, the miners’ anthem, were sung as the first hymn, and the names of the 
miners who lost their lives were read out. Dave Temple of the National Union of Mine Workers gave a passionate 
address, and the service ended with the playing of Gresford. The service was conducted by the Rev. Alison 
Richardson. Thanks are due to Clive Lawson for organising the 
event. 

GALA - Village residents came out to support and march with the 

banner along Front Street, led by the Skelmanthorpe Band on a 
sunny morning on 8th July. By the memorial sculpture, the band 
played the miners’ anthem, Gresford. The banner and its 
supporters then travelled by mini bus from the Half Moon to the 
New Inn. Again, the Skelmanthorpe Band led the banner and its 
supporters to the assembly point by the former Three Tuns. The 
wait for our turn to go round the corner to the Marriott Royal 
County Hotel was only an hour as the number of bands allowed to 
play for dignitaries on the balcony was reduced this year. The 
Skelmanthorpe Band was one of those allowed to play. The march 
then continued to the racecourse. The numbers attending this 
year’s Gala were a record, and everyone enjoyed a wonderful 
atmosphere and stimulating speeches. We arrived back in the 
village at 5.00pm after an exhausting and enjoyable day out. 

The Banner Group would like to thank the residents of Quarrington Hill for their support on the day and also at 
Old King Coal. Thanks are especially due to Shaun Tunstall, Neil Reed, Daniel Whinham and Ray Wilson who 
carried the banner at the events, and also to Clive Lawson who organised the transport for the events, and Coxhoe 
Parish Council and our former county councillors, Mac Williams and Maria Plews, and current county councillor 
Jan Blakey for their contribution towards the costs on the day. 

THOMAS  HEPBURN - Once again, the Banner was one of over 20 banners taking part in the annual Thomas 

Hepburn Commemorative Service at St. Mary’s Church, Heworth when a packed congregation celebrated the birth 
and achievements of the miners’ union official. A thought provoking address was given by Laura Pidcock, MP for 
North West Durham. After the service, wreaths were laid at Thomas Hepburn’s grave and Gresford was played. 

OTHER DAYS AWAY -  During the year, the Banner was also on display at events in Easington, Fishburn, 

Houghton-le-Spring and Spennymoor, which helps to promote our village in former mining communities around 
the county. 

Quarrington Hill Banner days out ! 



Youth Clubs update 

Lots of fun activities have taken place including activities over the summer holidays. Our young people have got involved in 
many different activities, supporting the community, going out and about and having fun 

A Movie Night was held which and our young people enjoyed ‘Baby Boss’ which was a 

movie that had just come out. Everyone enjoyed the movie and was given the 
opportunity to buy popcorn and they each got a can of pop and a packet of sweets free. 
When the movie was finished they all went on the menace for a short time, to end the 
session off! 

 A Planet Leisure day trip was a big hit. At a discounted price of £10 which included 

transport there and back, roller skating, laser tag and a packed lunch. Young people had 
free time at the end to go on the arcades, get food (candy floss was a big hit) and drinks. 
Everyone was very tired on the bus on the way back but enjoyed a lovely day out.  

Youth Club Disco - Whether it was disco dancing, the Cha Cha slide or eating hot dogs everyone enjoyed a night on the 

dance floor. Various prizes were won for the best dancer and disco games. Everyone enjoyed a hot 
dog and juice at break time with the chance to cool off ready for some more boogieing. A game on 
the menace ended the session. Our young people love a good disco and look forward to our next 
disco party.  

The Afternoon Tea Party was a chance for young people to give back to the community. The 

older population in and around Coxhoe were given the chance to have a free afternoon tea 
courtesy of the Coxhoe Parish Council Youth Clubs. The young people served them food, hosted a 
game of bingo, raffle, dancing and a game of UNO. The young people enjoyed participating in the 

community day and expressed an interest in doing it more 
often to help the older people in the area come together to 
reduce the risk of social isolation within the elderly population. 

Tweddle Farm - We got a mini bus there and back and had a 

lovely day out with some new members of the youth club also. We 
did lots while we are there, including barrel rides, tractor rides, 
feeding and petting animals but also bottle feeding the younger 
animals. Lunch time was a great way to relax in the park while 

eating our packed lunches and playing in the park. At the end of the day everyone had a look around the 
gift shop to bring souvenirs home.  

Arts Day was only a small event which included lots of 

arts and crafts. This was a great day for young people 
within our youth clubs to set their creative minds wild. 
Paint was everywhere when we had finished however, 
again this was enjoyed by young people and new decorations were made for 
our youth room in the Active Life @ Coxhoe.  

Go Karting - Our young people thoroughly enjoyed the go karting and really 

want to do something like this again as 
for a lot of the young people it was 

their first time going to Top Gear Karting.  As they attended the trip during lunch time 
so got a KFC snack box included in the discounted price. 

Pizza Night - We opened our doors to two different youth clubs for one last summer 

holiday night, for both the younger and the older groups. Our young people enjoyed 
some games and the menace before having a pizza feast for a celebration on the last 

Our first year of youth provision has been a challenge, and a learning curve. We are still working 
with our young people to work out what provision they want. Junior Youth clubs on a Friday at 
Coxhoe are thriving with up to 75 people attending the two sessions. These are so popular an 
additional night on Tuesday at Coxhoe will start soon, and a new Junior Youth Club will start after 
Christmas at Quarrington Hill. 

 

To find out more information visit our website: www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk or Facebook page 
@CQHyoungpeople or get in touch with Ian our youth worker ian@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk or by giving Ian a 
ring/text on: 07403765269.  

mailto:lucy@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk


Paddy Leangh -  For those who follow his career they will know Paddy is 

a keen and very successful darts player who can count the Durham County 
Super League, which averages about 150 players, amongst his triumphs. He 
has won the Lawrence Bell Memorial Trophy which is a competition run over 
6 weeks competing against the top players in the North East. From then he 
went on to win the C.I.U.  National Darts Singles which is a competition open 
to all clubs in England and Wales.  Sadly he lost this title in the final in 2012, 
and it has taken another 5 years to achieve his goal of National Champion, 
playing in semi-finals and finals at Dewsbury earlier in October, winning the 
semi 4-2 and the final 4-1. 

Paddy also plays twice a week for the Red Lion and for Coxhoe Club.  

He also plays for County Durham, which has teams for both men and women. 
Paddy is very keen to support, promote and 
encourage the County Durham youth teams for 
boys and girls from the age of ten, as an 
alternative sport.  

If you are interested in taking up darts as a 
sport then County Durham Club would be very 
happy to hear from you. 

 

Sporting Success in Coxhoe 

RSVP if  you would like to come. 
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Coxhoe Local History Group - Find us on Facebook! 

Coxhoe Local History group have recently established a Facebook page as a platform to share 

the rich history of our village and to promote discussion amongst followers of the page. The group hopes 

the page will tap into the memories of those who read the page and perhaps villagers may add images 

that may be lurking in a drawer or tin box. All knowledge, be it anecdotal or visual helps us create a lega-

cy for future generations by preserving our history today.  

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Just two of the images added to the Facebook page, Panicos shop and Raisby Quarry) 

In the short time the page has been established we have gathered 74 followers with some participants 

offering comments, adding knowledge and filling gaps in history that we may be missing.  

Be part of it, Help enrich Coxhoe’s history.  Follow our page. 



 



KS2 pupils from Coxhoe Primary school will be leading a Christmas Carol concert in the Village 
Hall on Monday 18th December between 2:00 -3:00 pm. 

This service, previously held on an evening, has always been a favourite for young and old 
alike in the village. The time of the service has been moved from an evening to the afternoon 
so that all of our KS2 pupils (Y3 - Y6) will be able to participate and we hope will appeal         
especially to older members of Coxhoe. Everyone is  welcome. 



Need a venue for an event of your own? 

Enquire now on info@activelifecoxhoe.co.uk or 

give us a call on 0191 3771789 
 

We cater for all occasions, big or small!! 

 GYM ONLY  £33 for 6 weeks   

 GYM & CLASSES £38 for 6 weeks 

               OFFER ENDS ON 31st DECEMBER 2017 

DID YOU KNOW?  

The Active Life Centre is managed by a local charity Future Leisure in 
Coxhoe, Registered Charity: 1145037? Every penny of income is 

spent keeping the building open and improving facilities. 

Linden Grove, Coxhoe, Durham DH6 4DW                              
Tel: 0191 377 1789                               

www.activelifecoxhoe.co.uk 
email: info@activelifecoxhoe.co.uk 

@ActivLifeCoxhoe          www.facebook.com/activelifecoxhoe 
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Coxhoe War Memorial 

Coxhoe and District War Memorial Plaque was unveiled 
in 1922, paid for by public subscription and fundraising 
efforts following the cessation of the hostilities of WW1.  

 It was originally on the wall of the first Literary Institute / 
Reading Rooms and moved to its current setting in the 
War Memorial Garden in 1932 when the current Village 
Hall was built.   

In 2009, because the Garden was looking its age, 
representatives of Coxhoe Parish Council, Village Hall, 
Community Partnership and Coxhoe History worked 
together with a Landscape Architect to develop plans and 
raise funds for the War Memorial Garden Transformation 
Project.    

A £47,000 grant from the National Lottery Community Spaces Fund paid for work including removing the gates, 
widening the entrance, shaped Yorkstone Paving and lawn, sensitive lighting and appropriately placed seating all to 
ensure the memorial stood proud as a centrepiece in the garden and village both day  and night.   

Planning permission was required and the plan, 
submitted by the Parish Council, was for the whole 
of the area enclosed by the wall.    

 

In 2015/16, as part of the WW1 Commemorations, the War 
Memorials Trust, a charitable body whose main function is the 
preservation of war memorials and the settings in which they 
stand, contacted the Parish Council to ask if the Coxhoe 
Memorial could be given special Listed Status and this was 
agreed.  It is listed under The Planning (listed buildings & 
Conservation areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special 
architectural or historic Interest, by Historic England, a body 
set up to protect historic buildings and structures in England.   
 

The erection of a flagpole immediately in front of the Coxhoe & District War Memorial has provoked discussion as to 
the appropriateness of its current position.   Such alterations technically require Listed Building Consent and it would 
have been appropriate to consult with the War Memorials Trust, Historic England and the community for their views 
before the flagpole was erected in its current position. 
 

The War Memorials Trust, has expressed concern in respect of the flagpoles position immediately in front of the 
Memorial because it takes the focus away from the stone 
and plinth. Indeed had it been consulted upon publicly the 
War Memorial Trust would have raised objections.  The 
same view has been expressed by Historic England.  
 

Both bodies issue guidance in respect of Conservation 
and Management of War Memorial Landscapes which 
includes additions to existing memorials. To quote from 
the guidance 
 

“Works which constitute development defined as ‘the 
carrying out of building or engineering or other operations 
in on under or over land or making of any materials 
change in the use or any building or other land’. This 
includes putting up new structures, rebuilding, alterations 
or additions to structures and demolition within a 
conservation area “ 

The Durham County Council Planning Approval 
received states:  

“Should the building control require any alterations 
to the approved plan(s), in order to issue building 
regulations approval, you are required to resubmit 
two copies of the amended plan(s) to me for ap-
proval before commencing work…  I would also 
draw your attention  to the conditions of permission 
and particularly if there are matters requiring ap-
proval before development commences.. must be 
done by way of formal application for approval of 
details reserved by a condition… Notwithstanding 
the information shown on the submitted plans, full 
details of the proposed uplighters shall be submit-
ted to and approved in writing by the local planning 
authority before the development commences, and 
thereafter in accordance with the approved 
scheme.  Failure to comply with conditions could 
lead to the council considering taking enforcement 
action”. 

 

  

 



Remembrance Services in our Parish 

Quarrington Hill Remembrance 
Service…………. 
The village’s annual Remembrance service 
took place  on 10th November in the 
community centre grounds  under a clear 
blue sky. A two minute silence was 
observed at 11.00am, after which 
community groups laid wreaths in memory 
of the fallen. Children from Cassop School 
the laid crosses in memory of those from 
the village who gave their lives whilst 
serving their country. The service was again 
well supported by local residents and our 
County Councillors: Jan Blakey, Stuart Dunn and Maura McKeon. After the service the children let off 
balloons which were soon carried away by a strong wind. The service was conducted by Father John from 
Christ the King Church in Bowburn. Once again thanks are due to  Clive Lawson for organizing the service. 

 
Coxhoe Remembrance Service 
Coxhoe’s Remembrance service took place on Sunday 11th at the Village Hall 
Remembrance garden where we held a two minutes silence followed by the 
bugle playing the  Revieille. 
 
Wreaths were laid by many of the local community groups and churches along 
with Coxhoe Primary School and Wellfield Comprehensive School. 
 
Many local residents came to pay their respects and lay wreaths in memory of 
those who had fallen. Thank you to Mary Egglestone who has been a long 
time supporter of the British Legion and who organises the service every year. 
 

In reply to a letter expressing concern about the siting of the flagpole Durham County Council Planning Department 
state.. “  …whilst it may be a general consensus that the flag pole which has been erected detracts from the 
appearance and appreciation of the Grade II listed war memorial and ideally  it would be preferred to seek and 
secure its removal and re location in a more sensitive position, unfortunately as the situation  stands there is no 
planning breach to enforce such a request and therefore no further action is considered appropriate to this enquiry.” 

Coxhoe & District War Memorial honours the men of the local area who died in WW1 and WW2 and is a permanent 
reminder of the sacrifices also of those who returned permanently scarred, families affected and the community who 
worked so hard to support the WW1 efforts at that time.   
 

At this time when the National Memorial events are taking place it would seem appropriate to show a good example 
and respect by finding the funds needed to set the Flag Pole in a more fitting place. 
 

As Coxhoe as yet does not have plans for a permanent WW1 
Centenary Project and the plinth on which the Memorial Plaque is 
placed is in need of maintenance the History Group would be 
keen to be part of a community project e.g. a design for the rear 
of the plinth facing the Village Hall? and would assist with raising 
funding – with full community consultation and involvement and 
approval of all relevant organisations - ideally to be completed in 
time for the Parish Council’s planned Beacon event in November 
2018.    
 

It is important within Coxhoe that our history and heritage is 
valued, recorded and protected so that future generations can 
appreciate, enjoy and understand its relevance and place within 
our village. 

WWI - we 

want to know how 

you think we 

should                   

Commemorate  WWI 

in Coxhoe &    

Quarrington Hill. 

Please contact 

our CLerk with   

any ideas at the 

village hall or at 

clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tribute  by one of traders in                  

their window display 
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Enthusiastic E-Cadets - Our newly appointed team of E-cadets are enthusiastic and raring to go. In our first 
meetings, the children shared a wide range of ideas for ways in which they can help to promote e-safety for all of 
our children in school. We are very impressed with their mature approach and their creativity. Together – we have 
now compiled an action plan based upon their ideas and we will meet fortnightly to prepare and plan the 
activities/events. Events and support ahead include assemblies, surveys & research, drop-in sessions, 
promotional posters and a confidential post box for worries or questions. Look out in the Coxhoe Primary School 
monthly newsletter (available on our school website: http://www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk ) for updates on their 
work. We are very proud of the fantastic start that they have made in this responsible role.  

The Busy Schedule of our Mini Police - The Mini Police have been extremely busy this term. They have 
supported a wide range of events across Durham and have been a credit to both Coxhoe Primary School and 
Durham Police at each and every one.  

You may have spotted them working hard in Durham welcoming the new University students during Freshers’ 
week, selling Poppies in Coxhoe, at the Lumiere and at the Lantern Parade at Durham Cathedral. They have also 
supported at events in school such as the Christmas Shopping evening. In addition to supporting at events, they 
are working hard to educate our children on key issues such as Firework Safety, Road Safety and British Values. 
They have also prepared and delivered several assemblies to the whole school, another great achievement and 
we are delighted with the work that they do. 

2017 Restaurant Project - In November our Year 6 pupils once again created a fantastic ‘Restaurant 
Experience’ for their parents and families in our school hall. They had worked hard over several weeks linking 
their Geography topic about ‘North America’ by researching the types of food, methods of food preparation, 
pricing and sourcing ingredients. Every small detail was covered for the ‘Thanksgiving Day’ meal, including 
Bespoke menu cards for their guests, dressing in check shirts and cowboy/girl hats, as well as great serving 
techniques. 

The North American Broth, ‘Coxhoe’ Fried chicken and treacle tart, with custard, was thoroughly enjoyed by over 
60 guests. At the end of the evening Mr Jones announced the cost of preparing the meal and asked the guests to 
pay what they thought the meal was worth, with any profit going to the Year 6 end of year Enterprise project. The 
evening resulted in over £100 towards their Enterprise project and has given a great start to this scheme, which 

they traditional donate to the school at the end of 
Year 6. 

Coxhoe Primary joins the 300+ group of 
schools! As everyone will be aware, our 
community is getting larger! In November the 
result of this growth was noted as our school roll 
exceeded 300 pupils. We are enjoying the recent 
extension of the school which enables us to 
accommodate the growing number of pupils in our 
local area. 

The new school capacity, follow the recent 
extension, is 355 pupils and we estimate that this 
total could be reached in the next 2 years. We 
would recommend that any parents with children 
due to start their Primary education in September 
2018 ensure they have applied for their child’s 
place by the LEA deadline of January 15

th 
2018. 

Applications are made online at: https://education.durham.gov.uk/parentportal/  

Continued Development of Coxhoe Primary School Grounds - As a school we are constantly looking at 
ways to continue to develop the school grounds both for play based activities and learning opportunities. In the 
last 12 months this has included planting a new copse of trees (donated by the Woodland Trust) – watch them 
grow over the next 20 years; installing a running track and outdoor exercise equipment (via a grant from the 
Tesco bags for Life project); creation of a new playground to replace an area of our old playground developed as 
part of the recent building extension; installation of new gates and fence at the front of the school. 

Can you help with our next project? We are currently raising funds to develop the outdoor playground and 
classroom for our youngest pupils in the Foundation Stage (Reception classes). This will require £33,000!  We 
have already committed £12,000 from school funds and several small donations. Can you help or do you have a 
contact with a firm or organisation that may be able to help us raise the balance? Please get in touch if you can 
help or have ideas for fundraising. We can provide information, including plans, for the project if you require these 
to help us with this vital project to update this area of our school. 

 

   News from Coxhoe Primary School 
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Anti-bullying Day at Cassop Primary School 

 

The Bigger Picture 

Last week all our children were able to work with Hannah from Big 
Foot Arts on ‘The Bigger Picture.’  The Bigger Picture programme is 
designed to focus on the relationships we form with others, as well as 
the importance of embracing and celebrating differences. The day 
started with an engaging assembly for everyone. Hannah played the 
part of numerous characters and the children were sensitively exposed 
to a variety of characters to 
which they could relate to 
and/or recognise in their 
lives. Using these 
characters as a basis for 
discussion, the children 
then went on to further 
explore what it takes to 
make positive relationships 
during class drama 
workshops.  

All ages thoroughly 
enjoyed the day and 
developed many skills both 

for now and future life.  

We hope to continue our work 
with Big Foot Arts by providing 
and enhancing a variety of 
different learning opportunities 
across the school. This has been 
one of many initiatives to 
enhance our curriculum – already 

this term our children 
have performed Romeo 
and Juliet at the Gala 
Theatre, in the 
Shakespeare Festival, as 
part of their English 
curriculum and the whole 
school have been 
working on a Young 
Carers charter together.  

At Cassop Primary 
School we aim to foster a 
life-long love of learning 
through valuable learning 
opportunities such as 
these.  

 

 

  

 

 



This time of year can be rather quiet from a bird point of 

view. Many species have now fledged their young and 

are not so conspicuous as they prepare for winter. Birds 

that earlier in the year were singing from the trees are 

now moulting and more vulnerable to attack. But they 

either need new feathers to give them more protection 

for the winter or they need to prepare for a long 

migration flight to warmer climes. 

However, look and listen closely and there are still birds 

around. Around Quarrington Hill, Kestrels can be seen 

hovering as they hunt for 

food. Four birds were over 

Cold Knuckles quarry in 

mid-August, almost 

certainly a family where 

the young had recently 

fledged and taken to the 

air. As I watched, a Peregrine, a much larger bird, flew 

in. These birds have been in the area for some three 

years now and are a marvellous sight as you watch them 

soaring overhead, then maybe preparing to stoop when 

they can reach speeds of over 200 mph.  

One other bird that bred in Crow Trees Local Nature 

Reserve this year is the Greylag Goose. Hardly a rare bird 

and indeed most Greylags in this country are feral rather 

than truly wild, it is still a welcome sight to have these 

birds breeding in the vicinity. Altogether, six young were 

raised and, despite the number of people who use the 

Reserve, they stayed there throughout the summer until 

all of them were fully grown. 

 

One other species that has been both in Crow Trees and 

Cassop Vale throughout the summer is Little Grebe. 

While this bird spends a lot of time hiding in the reeds, 

and when it is in the open may only be visible for a short 

time before it dives underwater, it can often be heard 

trilling loudly. Also known as the Dabchick, this small 

grebe can be identified when seen from the rear by a 

very bushy white rear. 

All of these birds are resident in the UK, staying here all 

year. But many of our summer visitors will be leaving 

shortly for Africa or at least around the Mediterranean. 

The Swallow is perhaps the most visible of these and 

there are many in our area. They nest in open buildings 

and can often be seen skimming across fields in hunt for 

insects. Indeed, many still have young in the nest, 

perhaps a second or even third brood. But soon they will 

leave on a long migration. These small birds spend the 

winter in South Africa, returning here in mid to late 

April. 

 

Kingswood Nature Diary 2017 

 

We are sad that the team of Kingswood volunteers 
decided to retire in the summer, after a brilliant 
contribution to the local environment. As you 
know, at the request of Quarrington Hill, Coxhoe 
Parish Council took a 30-year lease of the wood to 
preserve it as a wood for community use. The 
Council asked for help in maintenance and 
development of the wood by residents, and many 
people volunteered a few years ago. If you are still 
interested in helping, please contact the Parish 
Clerk and we will arrange a meeting with 
volunteers to understand what needs to be done 
and what you’d like to do.  The Parish Council, 
ultimately, will make sure essential maintenance is 
carried out, but we are 
happy to support 
volunteers in helping 
Kingswood to mature 
into a community-owned 
wood, and improve and 
develop into a 
community asset that 
everyone values and 
enjoys. 

KINGSWOOD 

Kingswood Volunteers needed 
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