
  

 

Have you spotted the newly surfaced car park at Coxhoe Park?  

Improvements to the play equipment will follow shortly thanks to £90,000 funding from 

Durham County Councillors.  

Responding to the Call! 

Once again a group of good citizens have emerged to help save a valuable 

community building.  Ten enthusiastic, experienced and skilled residents of 

Coxhoe have accepted the challenge to spearhead our Village Hall into the 21st 

Century.  The excellent  progress already made by the Working Group will 

continue and they will work together as either members of the management group 

or ‘friends’.  We wish them every success and look forward to seeing it thrive.   

A Coxhoe Community Partnership / Coxhoe Parish Council Publication :  March 2013 

The launch of the new X-Bike Virtual Cycling Studio took place on Wednesday 16th 

January  at the Active Life Centre.  The total funding for this and new gym equipment 

was £69,000.  

Join Coxhoe Village Green Project Team for a free Sunday Stroll                                                                                                                       

COXHOE GUIDED HERITAGE WALK 

on Sunday 28th  April   

Meet 1.30 pm at Coxhoe Village Green. 

  

Finish at Coxhoe Village Hall for refreshments 

Maximum 3 miles, Suitable for all ages, buggy and wheelchair friendly. 

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Forthcoming events in this issue include : a wide variety of activities as part of the Village Green Project, 

East Durham Area Action Partnership are holding their Forum event at Coxhoe in March, a Durham 

Constabulary Pact Meeting will take place in April, County and Parish Elections take place in May, a 

Walking/Cycling event is being planned for June and a range of events taking place at the Active Life 

Centre.  

All of these events will be added to the information on Coxhoe Parish Council website page 

http://parishes.durham.gov.uk/coxhoe/Pages/WhatsoninCoxhoe.   

By using the information we can work as a community.   

Find out what’s on — enjoy yourself while supporting local groups .  

If you’re a group—check it before organising your event to ensure dates don’t clash, 

email details of your event via the website to be included in the information. 

Coxhoe is poised for another busy year with many projects continuing into the New Year and 

more already emerging for 2013. 

 

We’ll show you the sites of   :   West House Iron Age Settlement,   East House Medieval Village,  

Coxhoe Hall and Estate   Ridge and Furrow features,  Coxhoe Mill 

Learn about :  Coxhoe’s Two Railways,  Three Collieries , Iron Works , Brickworks ,  Potteries   
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90K Uplift for Coxhoe Park  

You may have noticed the renewed surface to the car parking facility at Coxhoe Park which 

was completed on Valentine’s Day.  The car park is the beginning of a team effort to fund 

improvements to the safety surfaces and play equipment some of which has become tired 

after 15 years of intensive use. 

Councillor Dennis Morgan tells us the total project  should be completed “by the end of April 
weather and all other delay gremlins permitting”.  

The scheme is jointly funded by Councillors Maria Plews and Dennis Morgan's Neighbourhood Regeneration 
Budget , East Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership and Durham County Council Sport and Leisure 
Services.  Councillor Plews is Portfolio Holder for Durham County Council’s Sport and Leisure Department. 

Another significant achievement once more.  Thanks to all concerned! 

 

Coxhoe Village Green Project  

The September 2012 issue of the Chronicle included plans for the 

village green.  Since then the Project Team have been busy 

preparing an application to the  Heritage  Lottery Fund.  This has now 

been submitted and we expect to hear the result by the end of March. 

The aims of the project are  to: 

 Create a heritage walk around the green that will enable people to 

’walk through' key periods of Coxhoe“s history 

 To engage the local community in learning about their heritage and encourage people to take pride in the 

history of their area 

 To interpret the industrial heritage of Coxhoe using interesting, imaginative and artistic approaches 

 To create a pleasant and attractive communal area for the whole community and visitors to the area to enjoy 
 

The project will include a wide variety of activities spread over the year which we hope 

will appeal to all ages and give lots of opportunities to become involved.    

Researching Coxhoe’s Mining History—weekly sessions April to July at Coxhoe 

Village Hall culminating in a display of information during the week leading up to the 

Miners Gala. 

Coxhoe Primary School children will be involved in research and creating larger than life sculptures of tools 

connected to Coxhoe’s many industries. 

Researching period costume so that we can visualise what the people 

of Coxhoe looked like in the past.– images will be  used on interpretation 

panels. 

A Poetry Project based on Elizabeth Barrett Browning poems –verse will 

be chosen to inscribe on paving.  Elizabeth was born at Coxhoe Hall. 

There’ll be an opportunity to help build a stretch of limestone wall which was removed when  Brown’s close 

was built and groundwork and planting opportunities 

A Grand Celebration Opening Event  will be held in April 2014 with re-enactment groups, medieval music and 

brass band.  We’ll be looking for volunteers to wear period costume. 

Would you like to be involved?   

If so register your interest via the Parish Council website                                                            

or phone David Vasey, Parish Clerk Tel  07988 283287                                                              

email : clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk                                                                                             

and we’ll be in touch when organising activities. 

There’ll be more information in the June issue of the Chronicle  
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The Coxhoe Village Hall Management Committee is delighted to announce the availability of the new Village Hall 
website. You can read the latest news updates, find out about events and regular activities, discover more 

information on the facilities at the hall and get in touch with the Management Team. 

The site is designed to be engaging and the Committee would love to hear from users of the Hall and residents of 
Coxhoe. In particular, they would love to read your memories and stories about the Hall and are looking for old 

photographs to publish on the site. If you have any comments or ideas about what you would like to see on the site, 

you can contact the Village Hall via the "Contact Us" page .   

Visit the new website at www.coxhoevillagehall.com. 

As you will have read on the front page a new management group                

is now in place representing a wide age range and interests                            

so the community are well represented.             

          Meet the Team  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

The team have hit the ground running, currently meeting weekly.  We’ve had our first session at the Hall —                         

re-arranging with a view to creating more space for activities and there’s much more to do – plans include a coat of 

paint in some areas to give it a lift.  We’ll be meeting with staff, customers, working group members and ‘friends’…..    

Members will attend Training workshops — Durham Rural Community Council and ACRE’s Hallmark Scheme — to 

ensure that good systems and paperwork are in place.  Dan (our I.T. man) has been busy developing a website, 

electronic booking diary, ‘Twittering’ and  ‘Facebooking’ as you’ll see below. 

Some Tweets from the website: 

CoxhoeVHall At AGM last 
week, the previous 
committee resigned after 
many years of loyal 
service. Want to say a big 
"THANK YOU" to each 
and every one :)  

CoxhoeVHall New 
committee elected at the 
AGM. Looking forward to 
continuing the good work 
of the previous committee 
and making this a 21st 
century venue  

CoxhoeVHall Lots of fresh 
ideas and enthusiasm at 
the village hall. Hope we 
can give the people of 
Coxhoe a venue to be 
proud of!  

If you would like to be a ‘Friend’ speak to one of our team, telephone 0191 3770344 or contact us via the website. 

Paul Dodsworth 

Chair          

Judith Wood-Archer 

Vice-chair 

Nicola Dodsworth 

Secretary 
Barbara Hepplewhite 

Treasurer  

Dan Mullen 

Gary Robinson  

Alfie Dolan 

Neil Sleeman 
Lisa Hall  Darren Brown 

http://www.coxhoevillagehall.com
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=CoxhoeVHall
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=CoxhoeVHall
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=CoxhoeVHall
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“Just Another Challenge” 

Coxhoe Teenager Darren Tambin completes 411 miles on a rickshaw with TV personality Matt Baker. 

The Chronicle often applauds the achievements of our young people.  The story of Darren Tambin is a special one.  

He was born 17 years ago with Glaucoma, is registered as visually impaired and has faced many challenges.  

Darren reckons he owes a great deal to ‘Useful Vision’ a charity based in Ponteland which receives funding from 

Children in Need. It is close to Darren’s heart and is specific to the North East. “The number of things I have done 

with ‘Useful Vision’ are mind blowing.  Since 2006 I have attended several drama courses and various activities 

including sailing, canoeing, rock climbing, horse riding and been away for a week’s respite holiday”, says Darren.   

 ‘Useful Vision’ is one of the many charities supported by ‘Children in Need’ and one of Children in Need fundraising 

activities was the ‘Rickshaw Challenge’.  When Darren was approached by the BBC he jumped at the chance to be 

one of six who would accompany Matt Baker on the 411 mile journey from Llandudno to London starting on 9
th

 

November 2012 and finishing on 16
th

 November.   

Initially Darren was one of 2,000 who were approached and he was 

subjected to a stringent vetting process including conversations via Skype, 

telephone calls and personal interviews and even a visit to his home.  

Inevitably Darren’s special qualities emerged and one evening whilst on the 

train from Newcastle he received a teasing phone call from Kate Better at 

the BBC, “I’m really sorry to tell you Darren….. that I’m going to ask you to 

come down to London to take part in Team Rickshaw”. 

How did he feel?  “I was shocked, yet ecstatic, the other passengers on the 

train must have been amazed to see me bouncing up and down with 

expectation and excitement”.   Comments he made to me in interview 

revealed many of his attributes. “Visual impairment isn’t the end of life, I am 

still able to do lots of positive activities”.  “Sight difficulties don’t mean you 

can’t do the same as those with vision”.   

Darren and the others chosen then took part in a number of team building 

sessions with Matt and the One Show team.  On the way he met Joe Pasquale, Katherine Jenkins, John Bishop, 

Cheryl Cole and Tulisa. . 

What was his opinon of Matt Baker?, I asked.  “Really great”, said Darren, “he’s not too high in the clouds that he 

can’t see the ground, he’s a really down to earth guy.  On our journey he was always joking, laughing and singing on 

the Rickshaw.  He gave everyone nicknames”.   Darren’s was ‘King of the Hills’.  Darren and Matt found they had 

something in common as they had both attended Belmont school. 

Darren completed the journey and was privileged to cover the last leg with Matt which ended in London.  It’s been a 

real roller coaster journey for Darren and the lad certainly deserves it. 

It was evident on the One Show that Matt Baker sat in awe of the glowing personality, sharp intellect and verbal 

articulation of Darren. 

I am confident he will be successful as he studies for a Level 2  IT BTEC Diploma at Newcastle College and from a 

community view recognise real potential as a youth representative, perhaps on the Youth Council the Parish Council 

are looking to establish? 

The Tambin Family ‘Seeing the bright side of blindness’. 

Darren’s achievements are even more remarkable when you consider that his visual impairment is much less than 

the rest of the family.  He is registered as partially sighted while the other four family members are registered blind.  

They rely a great deal on their guide dogs - four of the family have them and little Darren will have one shortly. 

Darren lives at Grange Crescent Coxhoe with parents Darren and Elaine.  They have lived at Coxhoe for the last two 

years.  Sister Laura (19) and brother Sid (21) have their own homes now – Sid attends University. Previously the 

family lived five years at Kelloe but they hankered to move to Coxhoe where Elaine’s Grandmother, Jenny Inman, a 

great village character, had lived. 

Mother and father were also present at my interview and I asked them what they thought of Coxhoe.  “Fantastic”, 

says Elaine, “We’ve been looking to come here all the time!”.  Between them they agreed there are lots to do in the 

village, public services are good and It’s good for getting around.  “The people are always friendly and ready to help 
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us”, says Elaine.  “I love Coxhoe park”, says little Darren, ‘especially the Zip Wire. 

“How do you get about?”  I asked.  “Usually pretty well with the dogs”, says Darren (father). “The cone under the box 

at the pedestrian crossing rotates to let me know when the crossing lights are on green.  There was once a problem 

when the council were working at the crossing and switched off the lights.  I phoned the Council and they said they’d 

never encountered this problem before but they’d phone me back with a solution.  They certainly did and asked me to 

contact the workmen who’d see us across the road”. 

The family have learned to adapt to different locations.  They prefer to use the lower door at the chemists and staff 

jump to show them up the steps.  At Costcutters staff show them around the shop and help them to purchase their 

needs.  At the Co-op labels are printed in Braille.  “There are always ways around problems”, says Elaine, “people 

just need to look for solutions”.  Staff at the doctors are ever so helpful”. 

The Tambins do not wallow in their darkness but have high aspirations for all the family.  “Why shouldn’t we”, says 

mother Elaine 42, “have ambitions and expectations for our family?”  My observation, on visiting their home at 

Grange Crescent was that they cope extremely well, with support,  Their living room is sparkling clean, beautifully 

and colourfully decorated, cosy, comfortable and welcoming with family photographs displayed proudly around the 

walls.   

Darren senior is well known about the village and particularly at 

D.I.Y. outlets, Coxhoe Timber Services and Coxhoe Paving.  ‘Little 

Darren tells me that his father has made (at Grange Crescent) fitted 

sliding wardrobes, bunk and ordinary beds, cabinet, shelves and 

cupboards”.  Elaine says his sense of touch compensates for his 

lack of sight.  When the family were little he designed and 

constructed a three man sledge.  Wallpapering the living room was a 

team effort, relying on ‘little Darren’s’ limited sight for guidance.  “I 

hold the wallpaper up and the children line up the pattern for me” 

says father Darren. 

 “How do you travel to other places?”  “We use buses and trains like 

everyone else”, Elaine replied indignantly.  They love to travel on the 

top deck of buses but not all drivers will allow them to take the dogs 

upstairs.  “We sometimes use the ‘X1’ for Newcastle or travel to 

Durham by bus and then walk up to the station.  Once you’re at the 

station ‘train assistance’ will see us safely through the journey”.   

Each Thursday all male members go to Newcastle College who organise Blind Football sessions.  The ball is 

identified by sound as it contains bells which ring as it moves.  “All players are blindfolded”, says Darren, “even David 

Beckham when he had a go”. 

They have played ‘Goalball’ but the nearest centre for this is York.  It was one of the sports played at the London 

2012 Paralympics.  Apparently players are restricted to an area of the pitch, kneel down and pass the ball, about the 

size of a basketball (with bells) to one another and goals can ensue.  “We’d love to see a centre in Durham”, says 

father.  “We’ll do our best to get one” says Elaine. Both games are part of the Paralympics -information can be found 

on www.inclusivesport4all.co.uk 

“What are your main difficulties?  I ask.  They highlight the difficulties of walking along the footpath between the 

doctors and chemists when there are vehicles blocking the footpath.  “What do you expect our dogs to do, walk along 

a busy road?”.  They also feel Coxhoe has a problem with dog muck “Our dogs can’t be trained to walk around it 

when its lying on the footpath”, says Darren.  “We’re blind and we pick up our dog’s poo!”. 

The major family problem they point to is being overweight, particularly Elaine who has diabetes and heart problems.  

They’re keen to go to family exercise classes but don’t know about any walking classes for Darren senior and Elaine,   

running for Darren and general classes which are suitable for all of them.  There’s a challenge for the community.  

Can anyone help?  Telephone 3771125. 

It’s been an exhilarating experience visiting the Tambins.  They are undoubtedly a family with ambition and their grit 

and determination will ensure they continue to live a full and purposeful life in a way which has lessons for all of 

us.“You must have the right attitude because a lot of people feel the things we achieve are not possible.  You must 

get as much as you can out of life”, says little Darren. 

Interview by John Hepplewhite 

Darren and Elaine Tamblin with son Darren,                                      

Eddie—Golden Labrador and Nellie—Black Labrador 

photograph by Jack Turton 

http://golondon.about.com/od/london2012olympics/tp/London-2012-Olympics-101.htm
http://golondon.about.com/od/london2012olympics/tp/London-2012-Olympics-101.htm
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This issue of the Coxhoe Chronicle ties in with a busy period for the Parish Council as it 

moves forward with the delivery of the aspirations of residents in response to Parish Plan 2.    

This includes : 

    developing a working party in the latter part of 2012 to secure a sustainable future for the Village Hall. 

    Submitting a major funding application on behalf of the working group established to develop a plan for an 

area of   land previously the site of Coxhoe 'Long Row', now the upper portion of the Village Green.  

    At the last Parish Council meeting in January 2013 a discussion took place with a representative from 

Durham County Council to commence jointly tackling the highways and Transport issues set out in the Parish 

Plan.  

    We are sad to confirm the resignations of Councillors Jimmy Taylor and Carol Parkes both of whom have 

contributed positively to our communities. The Parish Council passed on their thanks and appreciation to both 

Councillors. Particular thanks were expressed to Councillor Jimmy Taylor for his many years in public service 

since 1994 in Coxhoe and prior to that in West Cornforth, along with numerous years with the NUM.             

Working with the community to secure a sustainable future for Coxhoe Village Hall 

Coxhoe Community Partnership, led by Ian Forster, developed a working party in the latter part of 2012 

comprising of representatives of the Village Hall, Parish Council, Coxhoe Community Partnership, local County 

Councillors and volunteer members of the community to work together to secure a sustainable future for the 

Village Hall. Plans have been developed with the expertise of an architect to make it a better facility for the 

future needs of the village and these will be put out for public consultation in the near future. Funding 

applications to cover initial costs was provided by East Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership.  

I am sure you will agree that the Village Hall is an important community asset and is in need of major 

refurbishment if it is to survive and go forward as a community focused facility. After many years of dedication 

and service, the existing Village Hall Committee decided to stand down at the February 2013 AGM.  Members 

of the community answered the call for new volunteers and a new management group was elected. More news 

on the Village hall can be found in a separate article in the Chronicle.  

Clearing snow and gritting paths can you help 

The Parish Council is continuing to explore ways of working in partnership with Durham County Council to 

improve the level of snow clearing and gritting in Coxhoe.  As the Parish Council does not have a workforce that 

can be re deployed there is a need for local volunteers,  therefore if you are interested please contact the 

Parish Clerk –contact details below. You can now find a weekly local Durham area weather forecast on the 

Parish Councils web site www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Under used void in the centre of the village  

At the start of last year, through the Coxhoe Chronicle and Parish Council website, the Parish Council invited 

members of the community to be part of a working group to develop plans for improvements to the green space 

in the centre of the village.  The Project group includes members Coxhoe Community Partnership, History 

Group,  Banner Group and local Durham County Councillors. The group have met monthly and will continue to 

do so throughout the life of the project and with the financial support of Coxhoe Parish Council, Groundwork 

North East have provided expertise to develop a plan. 

The Plans were displayed at Coxhoe Village Hall, the Active Life Centre and Coxhoe Chronicle as part of a 

consultation event.  The project will create an exciting, unique and well-designed communal space that will 

provide an experience of Coxhoe’s heritage.  The design will include meandering pathways, seating and 

physical features such as larger than life industrial tools and a pit wheel. The area was previously the site 

Coxhoe 'Long Row', a terrace built with local limestone and a prominent feature but is now an underused void in 

the centre of the village. A wide range of activities and will be part of the project 

A major funding application has now been submitted to the Big Lottery Heritage Fund to support the work.  

Coxhoe Parish Council – Information Point   

Delivering Quality Services to Coxhoe & 
Quarrington Hill 

http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk


7 

 

Coxhoe Community Partnership Report March 2013 

The Partnership continues to focus on their main priorities for the year and progress existing 

projects while supporting the Village Hall and the Youth Room. 

A great deal of time has been spent working with the Village Green Project Team in developing a grant bid to the 

Heritage Lottery Fund for the Village Green proposals. The grant aid is not only focussed on physical improvement 

works alone but also on the community engagement and learning that results. The Village Green Improvement project 

is all about enriching understanding about Coxhoe’s heritage and culture so the project has been developed to include 

a range of events to ensure that engagement and learning forms a key to the proposals. The bid for grant aid was 

submitted in January and it is hoped that a decision will be made by April. 

In terms of the Village Hall the Partnership has continued to take a lead role in the leadership of the Coxhoe Village 

Hall Working Group. It’s work has helped to ensure that new volunteers have come forward to become engaged in the 

Management committee. This has involved the Partnership in active dialogue and publicity through delivery of 

information leaflets to all households and managing subsequent meetings. It is working closely with Coxhoe Parish 

Council to support the Village Hall and has acted as an agent to manage the carrying out of structural, asbestos and 

mechanical and electrical surveys undertaken by others on behalf of the Parish Council. 

The Community Partnership has been working with the Active Life Centre and Durham County Council to continue to 

sustain and improve the Youth Room and associated activities based at the Active Life Centre. This work has included: 

 Development of a  revised partnership agreement to ensure the sustainability of the Youth Room into the future, 

setting out clear responsibilities and commitment of the relevant partners; 

 Developing proposals to engage children and young people in Parish Plan 2 through 

surveys and questionnaires and working directly with the schools; 

 Looking at ways to improve the offer and attendance at the Youth Room activities; 

 Considering the potential for a new Youth Co-ordinator post and available funding, 

amongst other things helping to develop the Youth Council proposal in the Parish Plan; 

 Engagement of young people in the Village Green Improvements and involving young 

people in a film making project of a Limestone LinX cycling video for use at the Active Life 

Centre's Virtual X-Biking Studio; 

 Looking to engage young people in re-naming the Youth Room to reflect the range of 

activities that are now provided. 

 

Parish Council elections take place on 2nd May 2013. 

Councillors are needed for Coxhoe Parish. 

For more information visit the Parish Council  website  
www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk  

or contact the Parish Clerk  Tel. 07988 283287 / 

 email clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

           Contact Details for Coxhoe Parish Councillors and Parish Clerk  
 

Parish Councillors in Coxhoe  Telephone  Email  
Paul Dodsworth (Chair)        0191 3778914  p.dodsworth@bandk.co.uk  
Stuart Dunn (Vice-Chair)       0191 3773314  stuart_dunn@hotmail.co.uk  
Ron Mayo         0191 3771770  ronmayocxo@msn.com  
Mrs. Barbara Hepplewhite     0191 3771366  bhepp4@btinternet.com  
Tony Rowe         0191 3773642  tony.rowe@live.com  
Colin Thirlaway        0191 3772596  cthirlaway@btinternet.com  
Dennis Smith         0191 3772437        densmith6@o2.co.uk 

 

Parish Councillors in Quarrington Hill  
Keith Pounder   0191 3773611  keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk  
Ron Carr                  0191 4473798      ron.carr@hotmail.co.uk  

  

Parish Clerk : David Vasey    07988 283287 clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

Parish Council meetings are all open to 

the public and are now held at Coxhoe 

Village Hall at 7.00 pm.   
 

Meetings for the first half of 2013 are :- 

 

27th February 2013  

  

20th March 2013 

 

 8th May 2013  

the 8th May 2013 meeting will be 

preceded at 6.30pm by the Annual 

Parish meeting 

http://www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Services are offered through 10 One Point Service offices known as Hubs located throughout the County 

as well as Sure Start Children’s Centres, Youth Centres and a number of Health Centres known as 

spokes to extend the reach of the Service into the heart of our communities. 

This area is supported by the Durham Hub (Tel No. 03000 261115) and spokes at Brandon and Laurel 

Avenue Children’s Centres. 

If you wish to find out more about One Point please contact us  on 03000 261111                                                        

or visit: www.durham.gov.uk/onepoint 

 

One Point - Services for Children, Young People and Families 
 

Working together, staff from the NHS and Durham County Council have cre-

ated a unique service to provide a “one stop shop” for support, advice, guid-

ance and a range of activities for children, young people and their families.  

This includes support from early pregnancy to the age of 19 years and for 

some children and young people who have a disability, up to the age of 25 

years.                                                                                                                                                                    

This service is called One Point and makes it easier for children, young people and their families to 

access: 

 Health Visiting 

 School Nursing 

 Educational Welfare 

 Behaviour Support 

 Educational  

  Psychology 

 Personal Advice (formally Connexions) 

 Youth Work 

 Family Support 

 Anti-bullying 

 Personal Support 

A date for your diaries? 

We’re told that Durham County Council Sport and 
Leisure are making preliminary plans for a                                           

‘Big Lime Event’. 

It is scheduled for                                                     

Saturday 15 June from 10am-4pm                                   
at the Active Life Centre @Coxhoe.  

Their goal for the day is to promote sustainable 
travel on the Limestone LinX. 

 

There will be leaders from various organisations 
leading walks, runs, cycle rides and Nordic walking 

around the Linx.  

The Active Life Centre will host the event, which will 
also be an opportunity to promote the new Virtual 
Cycling X-Biking programme and launch a new 

DVD of the Limestone LinX cycle route  

 
These are all very preliminary plans at the moment 

so keep an eye out for more news……. 



9 

 

The Kicking Cuddy and all that …. continued   

More information has come to light when checking our archives.  Ronnie Taylor donated an 

article to Coxhoe History Group from the ‘Evening Despatch’ written in 1967.  The author was Billy 

Etherington, ‘Billy the Postie’ who delivered mail in this area for many years.  Billy is worthy of a story in its 

own right for his passionate interest in local people, sports and history which made him an ideal newspaper 

reporter.  What he learned on his rounds, from family and friends and diverse local organisations was well 

worthy of print.  Excerpts from the article tell us… 

 “My father came to Coxhoe from Silksworth with my grandparents in the year 1886.  He was then seven 

years old, and he remembers the Kicking Cuddy at that time. 

The licensee was Mr. John Edwards, who had bought the original property which was at first a private 

house, called the Clarence Villa. 

It was known as the Kicking Cuddy then, but this was a nickname.  Mr. Edwards had stables which extended almost up to 

the main road, and besides letting out the stables for visitors staying the night he had animals of his own, which included 

at different times horses, mules and donkeys (cuddies). 

The week before the annual Durham Fair, the field near the hotel would be full of horse traders and their animals; and the 

favourite trial place was from the Cuddy to Ramsey’s drive a little further up Durham Road. (Ramsey’s drive is the track on 

the right immediately before Haywoods Garden Centre which led to West Hetton Lodge at one time owned by the 

Ramsay family.) 

 The road was rough in those times, full of cart ruts, 

which were occasionally filled in with stones, and the 

dust was raised to some tune while the trading was 

going on.. ..  

Mr. John Edwards used to bottle his own beer and 

stout; and also made his own lemonade, with the pop-

alleys (marbles) in the bottle necks.  If the alley did not 

secure properly the boys in the locality were given them 

free, and there was always plenty waiting for them. 

Mr. Edwards did a little horse trading of his own at 

times, and once bought a horse from a circus. When he 

got it home he found that the horse (Pigeon was its 

name) would not pull in the traces at any price. 

He tried all ways and means to lead it but Pigeon could put its legs over the traces easily and was full of many tricks. It 

was a sight to see when Coxhoe Silver Prize Band was playing in the vicinity, and used to dance very well and amuse the 

folk nearby. 

He also used to deliver his own beer to places as far away as Quebec and Waterhouses, and had a great trade at 

Tursdale, where people bought beer by the crate. The hotel was always the Clarence Villa; according to Darkie Edwards 

the son, … He said that his father, who was very fond of pigeon shooting used the nom-de-plume of “Cuddy” when 

competing, and the name stuck.  When men were out for a night they used to say;  “we are going to the Cuddy tonight”, 

and the Kick was added on later, but exactly when it is difficult to say.  The real name though was the Clarence Villa Hotel, 

and that is as I remember when a boy. 

The next owner was a Captain Topp, and he built the Assembly Hall next door, which was used for dances and 

tradesmen’s balls.  The only other places where a dance could  be held was at the Coxhoe Bridge where there was a 

wooden hut, and at Tom Laing’s Grange Farm, where people danced in the granary. 

A gymnasium was started in the Assembly Hall about 1899, and the locals used to learn to spar and do a little boxing.   

The full article can be read on the History Group website 

June 2nd is the 60th Anniversary of Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation.                                                                                            

Do you have any photographs, information or memories of events at Coxhoe in 1953?  If you’d like to share them please 

contact us—details below—or bring them along to one of our meetings.     

Coxhoe History Group will soon be making Coxhoe Village Hall their base. 

Future meetings will be held at the Village Hall -second Thursday of the month 7pm - £3 inc  refreshments 

Tel. Jack Turton 0191 3770771/Barbara Leo 01740 620869/Website: www.coxhoehistory.org.uk / email: contact@coxhoehistory.org  

Billy Hetherington 

The Clarence Villa/Kicking Cuddy on the right.   
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Come and see WHAT’S ON OFFER at the 

Active Life Centre 

BRING THIS COUPON FOR ONE 

FREE Gym Visit or to try  

any Exercise Class, including X-Biking! 

BOOKING REQUIRED Call 0191 377 1789 
Coupon expires 30 June 2013. One coupon per family 

First time visitors only (in last 6 months) 

Linden Grove, Coxhoe, Durham. DH6 4DW   

Tel: 0191 377 1789 

www.activelifecoxhoe.co.uk 

email: info@activelifecoxhoe.co.uk 

       @ActivLifeCoxhoe         www.facebook.com/activelifecoxhoe 

 

Get Fit with new Indoor Virtual Cycling Experience 

The Active Life Centre @Coxhoe is now 

offering the latest and most exciting 

fitness experience.  Thanks to funding 

from East Durham LEADER, NHS 

County Durham and Darl ington 

Foundation Trust, and Cllrs Jan Blakey 

and Mac Williams, the Centre now offers 

‘indoor cycling with a difference.’  

The newly refurbished cycling studio, featuring Trixter X-Bikes, provides an 

effective, realistic means of duplicating outdoor cycling—without the need 

for waterproof clothes! With a workout similar to cross country mountain 

biking, it promotes high levels of balance and 

coordination and is a great way to have an all 

over body workout.   It’s fun, and it’s suitable for 

all levels of fitness.   In addition to our instructor-

led classes, 25 virtual cycling sessions are 

available every week to try on your own or with a 

group of friends.  You can go for a ride 

regardless of the weather outside and lose 

yourself in the big cinema screen cycle routes as 

you ride up and down hills, cross the desert, go 

for a spin through a forest, and more. It's part 

videogame, part workout. Virtual rides are free 

for members or you can pay as you go as a 

visitor.  If you would like to try a FREE class, clip and bring the coupon on 

this page.   

 

NEW CLASS FOR BEGINNERS: ‘GET ACTIVE GET X-BIKING’ 

Thursdays 10:45-11:30am 

Although this class is aimed at those who are new to fitness and referred 

populations in particular, all are welcome.  Advanced booking is required by 

contacting the Active Life Centre on 0191 377 1789.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

at the Active Life Centre 
MARCH 

16th: FLiC Annual General Meeting 7pm 

20th: Afternoon Concert with Suzzanne Reece 2pm 

APRIL 

5th: Friday Afternoon Cabaret Dance 1:30pm 

17th: Afternoon Concert with Ricky Dixon 2pm 

MAY 

Date TBD: Saturday Family Film Club 

4th: Championship Boxer Dog Show 9am-4pm 

26th: Thai Charity Night 7pm 

JUNE 

8th/9th: Coxhoe Utd Football Tournament 

15th: Big Lime Event 10am-4pm 

JULY 

13th: Summer Ball 7pm 

OCTOBER 

26th: Halloween Party 7pm 

DECEMBER 

21st: Christmas Panto—Cinderella 5pm 

31st: New Year’s Eve Party 7pm 

Family Film Club 

In our new licensed mobile cinema!   

Our next movie showing will be in May...do 

you have any suggestions on which movie you and your 

family would like to see?  Tickets are £2 and will be available 

in advance (and if any are left, on the door).  Ages 12 and 

under to be accompanied by an adult.   No need to travel far 

to see a movie... come and join our Film Club! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Active Life Centre now 

offers a beautiful new 

affordable venue for any 

special occasion with 

seating for any size 

occasion, featuring our fully 

licensed bar and new 

indoor marquee. We can 

arrange catering, table and 

room decorations, and entertainment.  

For more information or to make a booking contact Melanie Adams, Centre 

Manager 0191 377 3245.  

NEW! Friday Afternoon Cabaret Dances. Starts 5 April.   

Dance to the oldies with live music from Eric White. Doors 

open 1:30pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits served.  Only £3. 

Members and special guests of Future Leisure in Coxhoe (FLiC) are invited to join us for our Annual General Meeting (AGM) which will 

take place on Tuesday, 19 March, 2013 at 7pm at the Active Life Centre @Coxhoe. Our AGM is a time to share and celebrate what we 

have accomplished in our first year of operating, and elect the incoming Board of Directors – key people who will be guiding the 

organisation in 2013/2014. We value the input of our members and encourage you to come out to vote. Please RSVP your attendance to 

mel@activelifecoxhoe.co.uk.  

SCHOOL HOLIDAY CLUBS 
For ages 4-11, every school holiday.  Why not bring your children along to 

one or more of our fun and healthy activities - Glitzy Dance Party, 

Multisports with Craigs Coaching, 'The Menace' giant inflatable obstacle 

course, Chill Out youth clubs, and much more! Most activities run from 

10am-3pm for only £8 per day.  Extended days and weekly rates are 

available. 

Our programme of activities for Easter School Holidays from 2-12 April will 

be available soon—contact us for more details and to book a space. 
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PACT – What's it all about ? 

If you live in County Durham or Darlington and want to get involved in how your local area is policed, 

Durham Constabulary has the answer! 

Along with our local councils we have developed PACT - Police and Communities Together – to ensure 

we’re tackling the issues which matter to you in your community. 

PACT meetings are held in local venues on a regular basis. This could be a community centre or similar, and we 

also hold online PACT meetings, PACT meetings in schools and sometimes PACT meetings in public open spaces 

(weather permitting). 

At every PACT meeting there’s a discussion about PACT priorities. These are the issues which local people tell us 

they want their local policing team to tackle. If an issue is made a PACT priority it will be tackled, and there will be an 

update at future meetings about what has been done about it. PACT priorities should change all the time, because 

we aim to sort out the issue and move on to something else. 

The next PACT Meeting in Coxhoe is held at Coxhoe Leisure Centre   –  Thursday 4th April 2013 at 6.30 pm 

But you don’t have to attend a meeting. You can be part of PACT simply by contacting your local neighbourhood 

team. You may see one of them out and about in your area, you can ring them using the 101 number or you can 

follow them on Facebook and Twitter. 

PACT is your opportunity to influence what we focus on, where you live. Visit our website at www.durham.police.uk  

and click on your Neighbourhood and ward/beat area.                                               PC 1645 Mark Ogilvie 

DISCLAIMER:  The information in this newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of going to print.  Coxhoe Community Partnership 
& Parish Council accepts no responsibility for any error, omission, subsequent changes and complaints arising from items printed in this newsletter.                   

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Coxhoe Parish Council and Community Partnership groups. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT ST. ANDREW’S METHODIST CHURCH  
 

 

Sunday 24th March, at 10,45am 
‘THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS’  Easter Musical 

 

Tuesday, 23rd April, 10.00 to 10.30am 
‘MADE IN ENGLAND’ 

 A miscellany of songs and tunes by English 
composers,  chosen and. 

performed for St. George’s Day, by vocalist Rachel Orr 
and pianist George Hetherington. 

Tickets £6.00. 
 

Monday, 13th May 
CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION CONCERT 

Flat pack furniture assem-

bled 

General household jobs 

Pressure washing 

Guttering cleared 

LIGHT D.I.Y. 

General tidy up  

Weed control 

Turfing / gravel / bark  

Hedges/trees/shrubs trimmed and pruned  

Fencing/sheds wood preserved .  Lawns cut/edged /treatments 

Services 
Thursday, 28th March, at 7.00pm 

MAUNDY THURSDAY HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 Friday, 29th March, at 10.30am 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

 

 Sunday, 31st March, at 8.30am 
EASTER MORNING HOLY COMMUNION 
 All led by Rev. Christopher Wood-Archer 

 

SHOPPERS’ SERVICES with guest speakers               
are held on the first Saturday of each month                  

10.00 to 10.30am 

Christmas Cheer  :  There was excellent support for the  wide range of 

activities on offer in Coxhoe over the festive season!  - ‘Sleeping 

Beauty’ pantomime popular as ever,  Xmas Movie Show  a sell out,  

New Year’s Eve Party attracted 300 family members and all Carol 

Services and Concerts reminded everyone about the Xmas message. 

Clinical Pilates  
Taught by a Chartered Physiotherapist 

 

Improve your posture, flexibility and 
core strength 

 

Helps to alleviate aches 
and pains 

 

Improves balance and 
coordination 

 

Relieves stress and tension 

Promotes a feeling of well being 

For information about classes                          
in Coxhoe,  

please contact: 
 

Joanne Dowson  MCSP,SRP   

Tel: 07828422453 

Email: jo.dowson@yahoo.co.uk 

 for Tony Rowe who has answered the call for snow clearers/gritters —                                            

  he is gritting the footpath from Landsdowne Corner to the Doctor’s Surgery 

A Good               

Citizen Award!  

http://www.durham.police.uk
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DJ JOHN’s Disco  Dates         

Saturdays 12.15—2.15 pm  

23rd March 23rd,   :  15th April                      

11th May  :  15th June 

  Hotdogs *  Tuckshop * Prizes  * Raffle                      

50p  entry   :   All Welcome 

‘Girls Only’ sessions :  Now take place Tuesdays 7.30 – 9 pm 

Numbers are falling naturally at the Thursday sessions as the older girls leave school and start work.  

Sessions have been changed to Tuesdays to accommodate girls from the Wednesday sessions who have 

expressed an interest in joining but are already committed to other activities on Thursdays.   

Activities will be project work for young women 13-19 years. 

Congratulations to the three members of the ‘Thursday girls group’  who have completed a  Play Leader Course.   

This will qualify them to run play sessions and games for younger children.  We’re delighted that they have agreed to 

volunteer sometimes on a Friday for the junior youth club. 

They are also signing up to do the ‘V Award’,  a nationally recognised young person’s 

volunteering accredited award and record of achievement.   

They will support Emma, youth worker, in volunteering and peer mentoring the new girls group 

on a Tuesday night.  This will look really good on their CV’s!  

The Thursday Group girls have decided to continue to meet on their own on a monthly basis to 

update their V Award profiles and enjoy a group activity such as ice skating, cinema etc. 

Wednesday sessions: 

Well done also to the two young men and one young lady who attend the Wednesday group 

who have also signed up to ‘V Award’ and are going to help peer lead activities on a 

Wednesday and Friday night!    

Some Wednesday evening members are taking part in a new ‘Fun n Fit’ project.   This is an 8 

week fitness programme for young people funded by ‘Sportivate.  The Youth Room Partnership have paid the cost 

(£80) for the room rental.  

  

SPORTIVATE’ FUNDED YOUTH EXERCISE 
PROGRAMME IN COXHOE  

Are you aged 14-25?     

Would you like to improve your level of fitness ? 

‘Fun n Fit ’  is  a NEW  

eight-week programme of supervised group 
physical activity that is both effective AND fun!   

5 eight-week “programmes will be held in the 
next year  

If you would like to participate  

please contact  Neil Sleeman on 
neil@platinumppt.co.uk to reserve your place . 

Colour me How does the Easter Bunny stay fit?  

EGG-xercise and HARE-robics!  


