Delivering Quality Services to
Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill

Coxhoe Chronicle
Connecting the Community

Introducing Amanda Hitchens Coxhoe Parish Council’s new Children and Young
People’s Services Coordinator who was appointed 20th August. Ellie Nixon one of
the young people involved in the recruitment process said: “ Being a part of the

interviewing panel and having my opinions and inputs valued was interesting,
especially since the new worker will be working alongside us to ensure young
people’s views in the Parish are heard, and changes are made .”
This 18 hour post is being funded by the Parish council, to help to increase, expand
and improve the range of facilities and activities available for children from birth
through to19. Alone she won’t be able to do everything, but working with our young
people from Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill, and partners such as Durham County
Council, Active Life Centre, Coxhoe Village Hall, Quarrington Hill Community Centre,
East Durham Rural AAP, NHS, Police, residents and volunteers we hope she will
support them in delivering their aspirations and putting funding bids together where
necessary. She starts in September.
In PP2 (Parish Plan 2) 76% felt CPC/DCC should provide more
funding for young people - we have done that, and we hope that this
investment will lead to even greater resources for our young people. 84% felt that
Youth Council?
there should be a Youth Council. We hope that Amanda will help establish a Youth
Council or Forum to make sure that the Parish Council and other agencies working in our
villages take their views on board, and that our young people’s views are fed in to the AAP Youth Council and that our
young people’s views help to shape developments in the wider area.

Coxhoe Parish

We think we already have a good range of activities for children and young people with youth sessions being delivered
at ALiC (Active Life Centre) by Durham County youth workers and by ALiC, and also at Quarrington Hill Community
Centre. We have thriving Beaver, Cub and Scout groups and a daily playgroup at Coxhoe Village Hall. Our approach
for the future is going to be young people driven though, with their views directing how and what services/facilities are
delivered. Amanda will support them and families of younger children in improving what is available for them.
Ellie Seed from Investors in Children has been working for some time with groups of young people from both villages
establishing views and priorities. She has been into Coxhoe Primary School and worked with some children and it is
hoped she will be visiting Cassop Primary next term. Young people have already raised issues with the Coxhoe’s Youth
Strategy Group including the condition of the Youth Room, which had become cluttered and tatty. A view shared by
ALiC. So young people and ALiC staff have filled skips with rubbish and put some resources into deep storage to clear
the room and using some of the Parish
Coxhoe Scouts is now well established within
Council’s Youth Access Fund as an initial
the village, we have a full Beavers and Cubs
phase have selected new flooring and the
section, Scouts section still have spaces.
room has been re-painted to freshen it up
The activities the groups have been doing this
to make it much more welcoming. This
year include archery, indoor climbing, raft building
phase should be finished in time for ses(scouts won the event this year), outdoor cooking, hikes and geocaching. We
sions re-starting in September. We hope
have also been involved with the community carrying out a litter pick and the
all the user groups like what’s been done
Coxhoe Local History Group enlightened the cubs on our great heritage.
and set about they want to do next with
All of this can only be achieved by the fantastic volunteers we have in Coxhoe
Amanda, Ellie and the DCC & ALiC
who give their time to provide these opportunities for our young people. I would
Teams. ALiC are also looking at
like to extend my thanks to them all. If anyone feels they would like to join these
increasing other youth and community
volunteers then please have a look at the scout website:
use of the space too.
http://scouts.org.uk/get-involved/ There are many roles within scouting that
would suit your skills or if you would like to gain more skills then scouting has
an extensive training program which will enhance any CV.
I have two specific roles I would like to fill in the near future Assistant Cub leader and Group Secretary if anyone feels this could be for them or any other role
within scouting, please speak to any of the leaders or contact Nigel Whiston,
Group Scout Leader, gsl@coxhoescouts.org.uk

If you’d like to volunteer contact Amanda
at amanda@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
her phone number will be supplied on the
website and Facebook as soon a she’s
got one.
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What has our Parish Council been doing?
 Quarrington Hill Regeneration Scheme - The good new is that
work on the first phase, the central sculpture on the right hand
village green is proceeding and will hopefully be on site in October.
We are also developing plans for planting and floral displays to
complement the work and to bring splashes of colour to the village.
The two other sculptures at Hawthorne Crescent and at the Belle
Vue village entrance await agreement for land transfer, and once this
is in place a grant application to ‘Awards for All’ will be made to
hopefully complete the scheme.

 Colourful Coxhoe - The arrival of the hanging baskets and repainting of the village entry signs, seats, Miner’s Memorial,
barriers and bollards is making the village feel much cleaner and brighter.
 Traffic Issues - Since the public meeting in March the Parish Council has continued to push for a solutions to deal with
residents’ concerns about abuse of the no-entry restriction at Cornforth Lane. The County’s consultations will now hopefully
deliver their preferred solution to resolve the problem. See page 4 for details. We will continue to monitor, and if this is
insufficient we’ll continue to press for a long term solution. We have patiently waited for the Highway Department’s views
on Green Crescent, and were rather surprised by their conclusions, so we await feedback from you as to what you think.
 Active Life Centre Improvements - In our last issue we told you of the grants the Parish Council
makes to improve and support community buildings. FLiC has used their CPC grant to match fund a
grant from CDCF (County Durham Community Foundation) to install new energy saving LED lights
and considerably reduce energy costs. It is also hoped that this can also be used as match funding
for a bid to Badminton England to re-surface the hall floor. We also have a limited donations budget
for community groups to apply for up to £200 to help to put community event/activities, especially if they are PP2 priorities.
 Quarrington Hill Allotments - The plans to expand and improve the allotments are moving forward. The purchase of
additional land is almost complete and we are currently seeking change of use planning permission and considering land
clearance issues . Once the legalities are complete we should be in a position to offer new plots to those residents on the
waiting list. Our aim is to assist plot holders to create a community allotment site of which the village can be proud and
which meets the aspirations of those people who enjoy the experience, challenges and joys of growing their own produce.
A grant application for improvements has been made to Durham County Council’s ‘Deliver it Differently’ scheme.
 Dog fouling and fly-tipping -The Parish Council continues to be proactive on these issues, having
just installed 4 additional Dog Bins in the parish to help eradication this nuisance at sites as
identified from the last Chronicle. The sites are at Blackgate, St Mary’s Churchyard, next to the
Quarrington Hill allotments, and David Terrace Please let us know if any areas continue to have
‘poop problems’ and we’ll highlight the area! We are also planning to jointly with Kelloe and
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Councils purchase a CCTV camera to monitor and deter fly
tipping across the area and if necessary prosecute offenders as part of Durham County Council’s purge on this.
 Council Communications - The Parish Council’s website site continues to have a huge amount of hits and Facebook page has
just under 1,000 followers. These carry a wealth of information concerning the activities of the council and our wider
community. If you’ve got community news, contact us to help you share it.
 Kings Wood - The Parish Council has continued to work with Durham County Councils Durham Ask team to negotiate the
long term lease of Kings Wood. The business and management plans will be considered by the County Council in September
and we are confident that these will be supported. Thank you everyone who attended the public meeting which was a clear
confirmation of the commitment of villagers to keeping Kings Wood for future generations to enjoy. We are continuing to
support the development of the Kingswood Community Partnership. See their article on page 4 for
more details.
 Miner’s Gala - The Coxhoe banner again marched to the Miner’s Memorial with the brass band.
Yet again it was great to see really strong support from residents for another great gala day. We
are keen for the Village Green to be used for more community events such a the autumn Vintage
Car Rally. Let us know if you’ve got any ideas for event or if you’d like to use it for an event.
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 Yet more housing in Coxhoe - Since our last Chronicle Durham County Council’s Planning
Committee has approved a full planning application for 31 houses at the former Coxhoe Potteries and given outline planning approval at Station Road for another 50 with full planning approval for access on to the B6291. Also approved was a plan for a terrace of 8 townhouses on
the recently fire damaged old school site, despite the Parish Council’s objection and request that
the developer be asked to bring forward a more appropriate development, in the historic style
of the old school and ideally as flats for the elderly. The Barratt /David Wilson Homes application at Bogma hall Farm is still
pending. A revised planning application for 55 houses rather that 112 as Phase 3 of the Limes is pending. Since the
developer has dealt with the planners original concerns, the Parish Council has resolved to support the revised application
because it prevents future development encroaching into the adjoining nature reserve, provides for
40% affordable housing including 8 x 2 bedroom bungalows, and a potential S106 planning gain for
the community. The Parish Council has objected to a proposed development of 180 houses at
Parkhill, close to Bower Court, as this could lead to up to 600 houses which the developer has sought
to align with Coxhoe’s infrastructure which couldn’t cope with this, and because it would effectively
merge Coxhoe with Parkhill and remove our distinct village identities. Further details on our website.
 Development Plan - Under the Government’s massively reduced planning guidance the presumption for Planning
Authorities is that housing developments should usually be approved. Coxhoe Parish Council is therefore working on a
Development Plan that can be recognised as local planning guidance. Residents views will be sought and incorporated to
help ensure that any future developments are as far as possible in line with community needs and views. More information
will follow on this. This is particularly important as Durham County Council is in the process of reviewing its SHLAA
(Strategic Housing Lands Availability Assessment) where developers identify potential sites around the county where they
may like to build and the county assesses the merits of these sites for imminent development for the next 5-10 years.
 Keeping Coxhoe Green - With all of the pressure on Coxhoe for more and
more developments and also reflecting concerns from some residents at
the Parkhill end of the Village, the Parish Council has been in discussions
with Durham County Council who own various pockets of not particularly
well maintained green space around the Railway gates etc. We are
acutely aware of the financial pressures being put on the Durham County
Council , and the risk that these may be hived off to raise funds, with a
view to keeping these as green spaces and preventing further infill
development which would help us blend into Parkhill, we are hopeful that
in the next few months these will transfer to the Parish Council with covenants that will make sure that we have to
maintain these as green spaces as with the Village Greens.
Residents are more than welcome to come along to Parish Council meetings at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each
month to let us know their views or you can contact your local Parish Councillors as set out below :

Quarrington Hill

Telephone

Email

Carole Hogarth (Vice-Chair) 0191 3771315
Keith Pounder
0191 3773611
Eric Thompson
0191 3771228

carolehogarth@aim.com
keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk
e.thompson7@sky.com

Coxhoe

Telephone

Email

Paul Dodsworth
Stuart Dunn (Chair)
Barbara Hepplewhite
Wendy Lavelle
Tony Plews
Tony Rowe
Kay Simpson
Colin Thirlaway

0191 3778914
0191 3773314
0191 3771366
0191 3773673
0191 3779852
0191 3773642
0191 3778826
0191 3772596

pauldodsworth1973@gmail.com
stuart.dunn@outlook.com
bhepp4@btinternet.com
wendylavelle1@gmail.com
tony.plews@hotmail.com
tony.rowe@live.com
simpson78@btinternet.com
cthirlaway@btinternet.com

Parish clerk Geoff Price
is based at Coxhoe
Village Hall.
You can contact him on
07988 283 287
or by email at

clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
or
Coxhoe Parish Council
@CoxhoePCouncil

More information can be found on our website—www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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More Road Re-Surfacing
Durham County Council will be re-surfacing a
further stretch of the main road through
Coxhoe. The road will be closed from 29 October until 1 November between the entrance to Ashbourne Drive and
Station Road. Through traffic will be diverted along the bypass, and
service busses along Cornforth Lane. Access to the Grove and Green
Crescent will be via the Avenue. Full details and officer contact details can be found on the Parish Council website front page.

Road re-surfacing of C23
Station Road between
A177 and B6291 to
Ashbourne Drive .

Traffic and Parking update
Work on the introduction of a 2 hour waiting limit from the miniroundabout to the Chemist are progressing to formal consultation.
74% of residents called for this in PP2 (Parish Plan 2) survey.
Following the Parish Council’s direct consultation with affected
residents of Sanderson Street and Co-Operative Terrace which we
shared with the County Council revised proposals have been drawn
up as suggested by residents. The County Council will soon start the
formal statutory consultations on these too, which should see both of
these revised restrictions in place within 6-9 months from now.

Cornforth Lane - The County Council have now completed the initial consultation stage to the proposed scheme to
introduce speed humps at the no entry point. Of all the responses to the consultation there is only one unresolved objection
which is from the Parish Council. The bus company now fully support the scheme and the detailed design has been
completed. We are in the process of preparing the necessary reports for budget application and approvals along with the legal
documentation. On completion of this stage there will be a further statutory consultation. Any unresolved objections will be
presented to the County Council’s Highways Committee for a recommendation on proceeding with the scheme or not.

Green Crescent - The following was received from Durham County Council High way Engineers 14 August “Survey work
has been completed and analysed the results of which showed no HGV traffic using Green Crescent although there were a small
number of vans recorded. The average number of vehicles recorded using Green Crescent during the survey period was 250
which does not seem unreasonable given the number of properties taking access from this road.
The incidents with high volumes of traffic and issues with HGV traffic were reported during the period when some disruption,
due to adjacent road works, was to be expected. The survey results did not reveal any unexpected traffic patterns and we have
received no further complaints from this area. At this time there seems little evidence to suggest there are any major ongoing
issues at this location so it is considered that the best course of action would be to monitor and repeat the survey work at a
later date, if necessary.” This is not what was asked for at the public meeting. Tell Coxhoe Parish Council what you think.

King’s Wood - During June the Parish Council convened a well attended public meeting to update on
progress of the ‘Durham Ask’ bid to Durham County Council for the Parish Council to take a long lease of King’s
Wood to preserve it as a community wood to be maintained by the Kingswood Community Partnership. The
King’s Wood Partnership also completed a household questionnaire in Quarrington Hill about the future of
King’s Wood. The results showed massive show of support from the village to continue with plans to protect the area, and lots
of ideas. Full details are available on the Partnership page of the Parish Council website.
One Questionnaire was distributed per household (approx. 330) and 113 completed questionnaires were returned. 34%!
From the 113 responses, 102 households said they used King’s Wood, a total of 277 residents.
It identified that King’s Wood has multilple uses mostly good but also some bad, villagers have highlighted the beautiful walks
nature and wildlife, the opportunity for fresh air and exercise but also issues with dog fouling and motor biking. Residents
would love the opportunity of more organised walks with assisted walking groups for the elderly or less able bodied residents.
With the goodwill and assistance of the village we hope that this will come to fruition.
We asked if the village residents would be willing to volunteer for a variety of tasks and activities and the results were very
encouraging, with 54 residents volunteering to help with different tasks from litter picking, to organising events and
fundraising. DCC Countryside Rangers will be advising the Partnership about the maintenance of the woods this will be a great
way for volunteers to learn new skills, get to know new people and, we are sure, this will be a way to bring the village
together, working to one goal of keeping our beautiful King’s Wood countryside safe for future generations to enjoy.
As fundraising will be an ongoing feature we have the perfect countryside base to organise outdoor activities. Let us know
what you think would be fun ways to raise not only monies but village participation for all ages.
We would like to thank all residents who completed the survey and look forward to meeting you when our events get under
way next year. Our next meeting will be at 7:15pm Tuesday 8 September, and all interested residents are welcome.
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Operation Wallacea...could you help make a difference?
Operation Wallacea is a global academic partnership with the aim to
support conservation of important areas of biodiversity worldwide. I
am one of a group of 16 students who as part of St. Leonard’s Sixth
Form in Durham hope to take part in the project in July 2016 at the
Mexico site, on the Yucatan peninsula. However in order to take part I
must raise £2,650 to fund my place on the expedition. So I’m asking for your help!
We have a marathon of fundraising activities planned to hopefully reach our total. The parish council have
been very helpful in allowing me to have a stall at the Coxhoe Christmas shopping evening later in the year
and using the village hall to run a fundraising evening. I would like to encourage as many people as possible
to attend these fundraising events and any other future ones that are advertised, as you will be making a
massive difference by doing so. I will also be doing a sponsored bungee jump from Middlesbrough
transporter bridge in early September, and I would be grateful for any sponsorship money you could pledge,
thank you for the sponsorship I have already received from 4 businesses in Coxhoe: Adore, NE Heating
Spares, Gem café and Jam and Jelly (Opal). The project will allow local people and the government to apply
to the United Nations for funding to put in place management strategies to combat growing tourist
numbers, overfishing, deforestation, pollution and unsustainable farming. It is important that these areas are
protected for future generations to enjoy, to lessen the impact of global warming and to ensure
endangered species continue to exist.
All help in raising the total will be appreciated, so any local businesses or people who can offer support of
any kind such as by offering sponsorship, donations, fundraising opportunities, part time employment,
odd-jobs of any kind such as lawn mowing, dog walking, gardening etc., or any other possible ideas and
support would be fantastic, and support from businesses will be well publicised: at events, on social media
and through local and regional newspapers. Please consider any opportunities you may be able to offer, as
you will be making a real difference by helping our expedition to go ahead.
Contact me by emailing: mbc-cox@talktalk.net or telephoning 0191 3773717.
Thanks very much for reading, by Matthew Conley.

COXHOE PRIMARY SCHOOL’S 1ST CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Sunday 13th September 2015 11:00 - 15:00 (Exhibitors to arrive by 10:30am)
Contact: Kay Simpson kaysimpson23@gmail.com or 07557384023
Entrance Adults £1 * Children 50p * Family of four £2
Refreshments * Hot Dogs * Tuck Shop
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QUARRRINGTON HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE PROGRAMME

The management committee
would like to see more residents
Youth Club
Mondays (from 7th Sept)
4.30-6.00pm using the community centre,
Coffee morning
Tuesdays
9.30-11.15am which needs the continual
support of residents to ensure
Bingo evenings
Wednesdays
7.30-9.00pm
that it has a sustainable future.
2 COOL 4 SCHOOL kids club
Fridays (from 11th Sept)
4.30-6.00pm
If any resident or group of
residents is interested in starting a new activity in the community centre, then please contact Keith Pounder on
0191 377 3611. The community centre is available for hiring for private functions and events. For more details,
please contact Margaret Hamilton on 07796694878.
COMMUNITY CENTRE EVENTS - After a year’s gap, the Family Fun Day took place on 15 th August, and once
again, it was well supported by residents. The children enjoyed the bouncy castle and the games. Losers on ‘Splat
the Rat,’ which was nearly everyone, were then put in the adjacent stocks for a sponging!! The fire engine was
again a draw with the children, but unfortunately the police car was called away for operational reasons a few
minutes after arriving. The table top sale, tombolas and raffle were very popular again. The management
committee would like to thank residents for their continued support and everyone who contributed to making it
another successful and enjoyable day. Thanks
Diary Dates.
are also due to everyone who donated prizes
and items for the table top sale, and to all the
11th November
10.45am
Remembrance Service
volunteers who worked on the day. Finally we
th
6 December
4.30pm
Pantomime
are sad to advise that there will not be a
fireworks display at Quarrington Hill this year
12th December
3.00pm
Children’s Christmas Party
due to Health and Safety restrictions.

QUARRINGTON HILL BANNER GROUP - In April, the Quarrington Colliery banner was one of several
taking part in the second Old King Coal event at Beamish Museum. After gathering outside the Edwardian Masonic
Hall, the banners were paraded in a procession to the stables in the pit village, accompanied by brass bands. The
support of several residents from the village in the crowd participating in the celebrations was much appreciated
by those marching with the banner.
It was an early rise for village residents on Gala Day, 11 th July, as they came out to support and to march with the
banner along Front Street to the community centre led by the Skelmanthorpe Band. There the band played the
miners’ anthem, Gresford, in front of the miners’ memorial. The banner and its supporters then travelled by minibus
from the Half Moon to the New Inn in Durham. Again, the Skelmanthorpe Band led the banner and its supporters
as they marched to the assembly point by the former Three Tuns hotel. Fortunately, it was not too hot this year as
there was a wait of about an hour and half for our turn to go round the corner to the Marriott Royal County Hotel
where the banner was displayed in front of the dignitaries on the hotel balcony. The march then continued to the
racecourse. The numbers attending the Gala were reputed to be a
record for recent years, and everyone enjoyed a wonderful atmosphere
and were entertained with thought provoking speeches. We arrived
back in the village at 5.00pm after an exhausting but enjoyable day out.
The Banner Group would like to thank the residents of Quarrington Hill
for their support on the day. Thanks are especially due to Ray Wilson
and Daniel Whinham who carried the banner at both events, and also
to Clive Lawson, who organised the transport for the events, and our
three county councillors and Coxhoe Parish Council for their
contribution towards the cost.

QUARRINGTON HILL VILLAGE PARTNERSHIP - On 5th August, there was a family day out to Redcar for
the kids club in conjunction with Trimdon Station community centre. Even the weather was right for a day at the
seaside. The tide was out exposing a vast amount of beach. About 10 brave(?) and hardy souls ventured into the
North Sea, and stayed in for nearly an hour!!! Surely, they deserve a medal. The seaside traditions were
experienced, eating excellent fish and chips on the sea front, and later having lemon top ice creams which were
really excellent. A new addition to the Redcar scene is the vertical pier, and calories were burnt off climbing the
132 steps to the top, and then experiencing the panoramic view. This was a day out which everyone enjoyed.
Later in the month, there is another day out, this time to Beamish Museum.
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What we did last Summer
Since our Annual General Meeting back in April Coxhoe Community
Partnership has only met once, in June, and this was as a result of other
commitments of its members. At that meeting the Partnership confirmed its
priorities for the next year which are as follows:
1. To progress existing projects to completion (including Village Signage and Coxhoe Park)
2. To continue to develop and implement a Children and Young Person’s Strategy through partnership working
3. To contribute to, progress and implement a Village Atlas through partnership working
4. Working with the Village Hall to secure a sustainable future.
We have also reviewed our meeting arrangements and in future will set a meetings schedule at our Annual General Meeting.
The dates agreed for our meetings for the next year are: September 30th - November 25th - January 27th - March 30th and
April 27th (Annual General Meeting). These will be held in the Village Hall and start at 7pm.We may hold special meetings or
informal meetings from time to time and we will publicise these as necessary.
Within the last few months members of the Partnership have:
 Pursued key roles in the management and improvement of the Active Life Centre and Village Hall;
 Made representations on important planning applications affecting the village including the redevelopment of the Old
School House and the Parkside development at ParkHill;
 Continued to administer the community website and associated social media pages
on behalf of the Parish Council; and
 Arranged a litter pick, as part of the Partnership’s contribution to the Keep Coxhoe
Clean Campaign, which ensured a collection of a further 15 bags of rubbish from the
streets of the village.
In addition to this the Partnership has been putting together a grant application for the Village
Signage Scheme on which a full consultation was undertaken in the
village at this time last year.
In June Eric Pratt retired from the Partnership and we would like to
thank Eric for his contribution to the Partnerships work over many
years. We continue to need more members and if you are able to
help us out please just come along to one of our meetings.
Worried about crime in Coxhoe &
Quarrrington Hill?
The Parish Council receives a monthly
report on recorded crime in the villages
each month from our local beat officer
or PCSO and these are recorded in our
minutes which are displayed in our
notice boards. Police resources are allocated in response to
reported crime. If it is not reported, it didn’t happen!
The Police also hold PACT meetings for residents to go and
discuss issues of concern. Our next meetings are:
Coxhoe - Active Life Centre 3 September 18:00-19:00
Q HILL - Community Centre 18 September 18:30-19:30
DISCLAIMER: The information in this newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of going to print. Coxhoe Community
Partnership & Parish Council accepts no responsibility for any error, omission, subsequent changes and complaints arising from items printed in
this newsletter. The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Coxhoe Parish Council and C ommunity
Partnership groups.

11

12
12

