Quarrington Chronicle
Connecting the Community
Coxhoe Parish Council has been successful in
obtaining nearly £9,000 in funding from the ‘Big Lottery
Awards for All’ Fund.
The funding will be used towards the Parish Plan aim to
consult with and provide activities for the young people
of our Parish from 0—18 years and to set up a Parish
Youth Council.
Parish Plans 1 and 2 surveys included questions for adults about provision for children and young people
but the people we really need to tell us what is needed are the young people themselves.
Parish Plan 1 process circulated a questionnaire to children and young people and while it resulted in
improvements we felt that a more thorough process of consultation was needed for Parish Plan 2 and the
best way to do this was to employ the expertise of ‘Investing in Children CIC’.
Who are they? An organisation that promotes

the human rights of children and young people
and works alongside them to make changes.
How will they do it? They will visit toddler groups,
nurseries, schools, youth groups and any other places that
young people or parents of the youngest age group meet to
talk to them about what activities they would like to see in the
Parish and what the barriers are that stop them from
accessing activities.
They will be ‘Facebooking’ , ‘Twittering’ and setting up groups of young
people to talk about what they want and to carry out research.
At the end of this process we will have the beginnings of a Youth Council
for the Parish.

Coxhoe Parish
Youth Council?

The Parish Council have put £10,000 per year towards employing a
youth worker to ensure that what the children and young people
ask for can be put into action. This is necessary as the Parish
anticipate fewer resources from the County Council because of
financial constraints.

Want to get involved?
If you are a young person or parent of a child
from 0—5 years, live in Coxhoe or Quarrington Hill and would like to be involved
contact Felicity Shenton on 0191 3729200 or email felicity.shenton@investinginchildren.net.
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Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign
Background to the Campaign
In the summer of 2011 the Parish Council undertook a Household Survey as part of
the preparation of the Coxhoe and Quarington Hill Parish Plan 2012-2017 or Parish
Plan 2. 87% of Coxhoe respondents thought there were problems with dog fouling
and 83% had problems with litter. 63% experienced problems with vandalism. In
Quarrington Hill more residents experienced problems with 98% being concerned
with dog fouling, 95% with litter and 89% with vandalism.
In view of these perceptions and because the Parish Council itself has no specific powers in respect of the
environment it was considered that the Parish Council could work with Partners and the community through a
public campaign. Proposals were placed in the action plans that accompanied the Parish Plan document which
was adopted by the Parish Council in September 2012. Policy C56 of the Coxhoe Action Plan and QH46 of the
Quarrington Hill Action Plan provides for such village based campaigns. You can find out more about the Parish
Plan on the relevant pages of the community website www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk.
In October 2014, as a forerunner to the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign, the
Parish Council circulated a leaflet entitled 'Please help put a stop to dog
fouling in Coxhoe! In November, Durham County Council launched their
biggest ever campaign against flytipping. This is being publicised as part of
the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign and you can find out details on this
page.
About the campaign
The 'Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign' is a campaign covering the whole of
the Parish area. It is intended that there will be general initiatives covering
the area as well as local initiatives in the villages of Coxhoe and Quarrington
Hill. The campaign aim is for our villages to be free of litter, fly tipping, dog
fouling and vandalism. We want our villages to be clean and attractive
places in which to live, learn, play, work, shop and visit. The responsibility
for street services is Durham County Council who have powers not only to
clean streets but to take action against those who break the law and litter
our streets. The County Council can do a great deal to improve our villages
but times are tough and resources are becoming scarcer. As members of
the community we all have duties and responsibilities as well and the condition of our villages is partly within our control. Much of the problem is within
everyone’s control. This campaign is about providing advice where possible
while educating ourselves on what we can do as individuals and as communities to improve our environment.
The Campaign will therefore include:



a general plea to all residents, businesses and visitors to take extra care in keeping our village clean:



adopting a partnership approach to work with partners including the County Council, Police, Community
Partnerships, businesses and residents with the aim of improving our environment;



the setting up of a webpage to promote the campaign and provide information and advice with updates
through the Parish facebook page;



providing posters and leaflet drops on key issues and communicating with people through the
Coxhoe and Quarrington Chronicles;



encouraging people to report environmental crime while challenging the behaviour of others; and undertaking
events such as community clean ups where resources and volunteers allow.
In addition the Parish Council is to provide 4 new additional dog dirt bins within the parish area to supplement
those already provided by Durham County Council.
Find out more on the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign pages on the Parish website.
We ask residents to contact the Parish Clerk to suggest the most appropriate locations for these 4 new dog bins
Coxhoe asks you to do your part by supporting the aims of the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign.
Thank you for your participation.
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The Future of Joint Stocks Landfill Site at Coxhoe
On 1st June 2013 Premier Waste Management went in to voluntary liquidation resulting in the management of the Landfill site reverting to its owner, Durham County Council. From this date forward no waste
has entered the site.
At the same time Durham County Council entered into a range of new contracts for managing household
waste including haulage and waste treatment undertaken by SITA and household waste recycling centre
operation undertaken by H.W.Martins. All household waste collected by the authority is now turned into
energy at the SITA Energy from Waste plant in Teesside.
Waste is no longer landfilled at Joint Stocks and so working closely with the Environment Agency the last
two “cells” Premier filled were required to be “capped” in order to meet current environmental standards.
This involves shaping the waste heap, covering it with protective soils and then placing an impermeable
plastic sheet over it before covering this with restoration soils which are grass seeded.
Works commenced on this capping phase back in late 2013 and will be completed by the end of March
this year.

Following site preparation including moving 70,000 tonnes of stockpiled soils, small quantities of
rock have been excavated to form road ways and engineered benches before engineering soils
were used to establish a new side wall to the existing waste heap. Small quantities of previously
landfilled waste were repositioned and placed on the new side wall extension to re-profile the
heap to 1 in 3 slopes resulting in the landform shown below.
Placement of the plastic sheeting commenced on February 23rd and should take 2½ weeks. Following
placement of restoration soils, grass seeding should be complete late summer 2015.
The Environment Agency also require the slope in the foreground of the picture to have an impermeable
plastic cap placed on it and these works are likely to take place in 2016 following the desired volume of
soils becoming available during 2015 to slacken the existing slopes to 1 in 3. Once this is achieved and
seeded Joint Stocks will be effectively “mothballed”.
Environmental control will continue capturing landfill gas and liquids which will require pipework and
equipment to be present spread over both sites, regulated by the Environment Agency. In a number of
years’ time however it is anticipated the sites will be in a condition to allow public access for recreation
such as walking and picnics. Working with the Planners and the local Parishes designs can be agreed to
generate a desirable landscape.
Further updates will be posted on our website in the future. If you have any queries please contact the
Parish Clerk who will pass them on to Durham County Council.
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Cornforth Lane and Green Crescent Proposed Road Closures - A date has now been set for a
public meeting to take place to discuss residents desire to close these two streets to through traffic.
The meeting will be held 18th March at 7pm in Coxhoe Village Hall. Some of your councillors
attended a meeting with Highway Officers and Police in January where some of the possible
options were explored to take on board some of the concerns expressed in the Cornforth Lane
survey. Officers are exploring the viability of options so that an informed meeting with residents
can take place to hear yours views and concerns directly.
Delivering Quality Services to
Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill

PP2 (Parish Plan 2) Action Plan Review – details of the most recent review and progress to date on
our PP2 action plans has been posted on our website. We plan to issue a summary soon.

Community Facilities - The Parish Council has in setting its budgets for 2015/16 reflected the strong
views expressed by residents in PP2 to retain and improve community facilities (i.e. 94-97%), by increasing the annual
grants it provides to Coxhoe Village Hall, Quarrington Hill Community Centre and the Active Life Centre (in line with CPC
Policies 1, 4 and 24) this is particularly important as it is likely the support provided by Durham County Council will be
reduced or withdrawn as a result of further austerity cuts this year.
Police support in the community – Our local Police have in
addition to their usual duties been addressing issues of concern
in the villages such as tackling parking on Coxhoe Village
Green, cars and vans taking salt from the salt bins, improper use
of motorbikes in our villages and local nature reserves.
Coxhoe Village Green Phase 3 proposals – An exhibition of proposals for what to do next to finish the top village green
were on display during December and January for comment by residents. The plans and how they are taken forward will
be discussed at Coxhoe Community Partnership meetings.
Durham Ask – As resources become more and more stretched due to austerity cuts Durham County Council is asking
Communities to consider taking on services or facilities rather than them being lost. Coxhoe Parish Council has asked
DCC to consider transferring parcels of land on the Parkhill entrance to Coxhoe, Kingswood in Quarrington Hill and the
part of Coxhoe Churchyard that they maintain so that these can be better maintained and retained as green spaces in and
between the villages.
Closures of Coxhoe Joint Stocks Tip – Not many people know that the tip (not the recycling centre) actually closed and is
being moth balled. No new rubbish has been dumped since June. Work is going on to cap the dumped rubbish. See the
separate article in this edition. More details will be posted on our website soon.
Quarrington Hill Front Street Regeneration – Since the public exhibition in October as you can
see on the photo residents have been working with the sculptor on finalising the designs and
locations. The County Council is considering land transfers for the sites to CPC and has agreed
to use Section 106 planning gain funds from the recent development in the village being to part
fund the scheme. The Parish Council has lodged planning applications for these sites, has
tendered for the additional planting to be introduced into the village and has contributed funds
from its capital budget to the scheme, meaning that almost half of the funds to deliver the
scheme are already in place. The village partnership has lodged funding applications to various funders which if successful will lead to work starting on the scheme in a few months.
New Housing in Coxhoe – At the time of writing this report the planning application for phase 3
of Limes (118 houses) has been withdrawn by the applicant, however the scheme has not gone
away. The developers are to hold a public consultation event at Coxhoe Village Hall 4-7pm 5
March in Coxhoe Village Hall to build 55 homes. You are encouraged to go along and tell the
developers what you think. The applications for Bogma Hall Farm (250 houses next to the
school) are still pending determination by the County Council. If the latter application is
approved a Section 106 planning gain request has been made for an additional 3 classrooms at
the primary school to deal with anticipated extra children.
Welcome and unwelcome visitors - unfortunately in recent months the villages have seen an increase in the number of
unwanted visitors – namely rats! This has given a number of people a headache because they have sought shelter in
garages and sheds. The numbers seem to be subsiding now but the advice is to keep rubbish off the ground and be
careful of spillages when feeding the birds. There is a positive though in that their presence as a source of food has
brought a number of rare predatory birds to the area and with them an enormous following of birdwatchers with a vast
array of impressive photographic equipment. There have been sightings of red kite, short eared owl and rough legged
buzzard which, when added to our resident population of kestrels must make Crow Trees a raptor hotspot.
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New On-Street Parking Restrictions – We are pleased to
give you advance notification that Durham County
Council will soon be consulting on plans to introduce on
street parking limits outside the shops in Coxhoe on the
Front Street, the Parish Council are keen for these to
extend from the mini-roundabout to the Chemist. DCC
are talking about introducing a 2 hour waiting limit, but
there will be spaces available for longer. They are
proposing to retain the existing parking restrictions on
both sides of Co-operative Terrace and Sanderson
Street, which are shockingly abused and so the Parish
Council suggested that there is no restriction on the
Co-operative Terrace side to provide some parking for
residents of the streets and spaces to access the Doctors
and Chemists but suggested double yellow lines on the
Sanderson Street side and reintroduction of the bollards
along the whole length. We would like to hear from
residents of this part of these streets what they think. We
have asked DCC to consider moving a road sign outside
of the new Post Office and introduce a semi-recessed
layby for 4 cars to improve the parking for residents of the
Avenue. A full statutory consultation exercise will happen
in the next few months. Watch our website and Facebook
pages for updates. The whole process will take about 6
months to implement
Co-op Car Park – We continue to work and liaise with the Co-op with the hope of merging theirs and the Village Hall
car parks and increase the number of spaces available there. This is seen as important to the continued vibrancy of
Coxhoe Front Street as there is talk of one of the leading supermarkets opening a store in the former Cooperage
public house site in Bowburn.
CPC Social Media – As a public body in the modern world Coxhoe Parish Council has to move with the times. We
have a very well used website to give you details of what we’re doing and what’s going on in the villages which gets
over 800 hits a month. If you’re not online call in and see the Clerk who works at Coxhoe Village Hall most days
(subject to offsite meetings) and he’ll help you access any CPC Information you are interested in. We also have a
Facebook and Twitter Page, but as a public authority rather than an individual, we have a duty to protect third parties
and so we do have a Social Media Policy to limit inappropriate and/or abusive posts. Any such posts may be
removed and the person who has posted them may be warned that a repetition may result in them being blocked
from the site. A copy of the policy is available on our website.
Residents are more than welcome to come along to Parish Council meetings at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each
month to let us know their views or you can contact your local Parish Councillors as set out below :

Quarrington Hill

Telephone

Email

Thomas Gorman
Carole Parkes
Keith Pounder

0191 3770269 tommyqhill@msn.com
0191 3771315 gardenercarole@yahoo.co.uk
0191 3773611 keith.pounder@hotmail.co.uk

Coxhoe

Telephone

Email

Paul Dodsworth (Chair)
Stuart Dunn (Vice-Chair)
Barbara Hepplewhite
Wendy Lavelle
Tony Plews
Tony Rowe
Kay Simpson
Colin Thirlaway

0191 3778914
0191 3773314
0191 3771366
0191 3773673
0191 3779852
0191 3773642
0191 3778826
0191 3772596

pauldodsworth1973@gmail.com
stuart.dunn@outlook.com
bhepp4@btinternet.com
wendylavelle1@gmail.com
tony.plews@hotmail.com
tony.rowe@live.com
simpson78@btinternet.com
cthirlaway@btinternet.com

Parish clerk Geoff Price is based
at Coxhoe Village Hall.
You can contact him on
07988 283287
or by email at
clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

or
Coxhoe Parish Council
or
@CoxhoePCouncil

More information can be found on our website—www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Quarrington Hill Community Centre Activities
For Bookings contact::

Margaret Hamilton 377 0247 or

Keith Pounder

Mondays –

Youth Club

Tuesdays –

Coffee Morning and Bingo

Wednesday –

Bingo

Thursdays –

Carpet Bowles 7:15 –

Fridays -

Too Cool For Skool 4:30 - 6pm

377 3611

4 - 6pm
10:30 - 11:30

7:30 - 9pm

QHCC

QUARRINGTON HILL
COMMUNITY CENTRE
EASTER FAIR
28th MARCH 2015
11.00am -2.00pm
Walking football – if you’re over 50 years old this could be for you!
A recent innovation at the Active Life Centre is a weekly “Walking Football” session endorsed by Durham Football
Association.
Walking Football is a slower version of the beautiful game
where any player caught running concedes a free kick to
the opposition. It can be 5, 6 or 7 to a side and lasts 10
minutes for each half following 5 side rules with no goalkeeper.
John Jackson has been the driving force behind its initial
development having joined a class at Sherburn which
ceased on the
Centre’s closure. John has resurrected the class at Coxhoe with Melanie Adams, Centre
Manager and Bal Verdi.
Sessions are held on Mondays from 2-3pm and have been well attended. Admission is £2. Why not sample their
game or go along just to view and convince yourself how good it is. Further details can be obtained from the Active
Life Centre.
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Football Club joins the Lifesavers
Spennymoor Town Reserves, playing in the Wearside League are based at
Beechfield Park, Coxhoe alongside Coxhoe Athletic FC U16’s who play in
the Russell Foster Youth League Division 2.
Recently the Wearside League embraced an initiative led by the FA and the
British Heart Foundation to create thousands of lifesavers in the wake of
footballer Fabrice Muamba’s collapse whilst playing for Bolton Wanderers
against Tottenham Hotspur at White Hart Lane in 2012. The swift action of
Tottenham and Bolton staff along with a heart specialist in the crowd that
evening saved Partice Muambas life.
In the aftermath of the incident the FA and British Heart Foundation teamed up and made
900 Automated External Defibrillators available to clubs at Steps 1 – 7 of the National
League System wishing to participate in the scheme. The Wearside League and Spennymoor Town Reserves took the opportunity to enrol and have received their defibrillator
which will be situated at the ground. The defibrillator is for public use and will be available
on match days and indeed when anyone is at the ground, be it for maintenance, spectating, playing or merely passing by. Hopefully it will stay in the case and never need to be
used.
In the event that someone should require urgent assistance that may save their life then
state of the art equipment is on hand until the emergency services can arrive.
It is reassuring to know that the Wearside League takes public safety seriously and that the
committee, management and players of Spennymoor Town Reserves and Coxhoe Athletic FC U16 appreciate the
opportunity to have such a vital piece of equipment on hand.

Can you complete the
Spring Sudoku?
Every row, column and
mini-grid must contain the
letters F L O W E R B U D. Don’t guess—use logic!

On which side does a chicken have the most feathers?
On the outside.
What happened to the baby chicken that misbehaved at school?
It was eggspelled.
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Colour me

Coxhoe Partnership Update
Successful Grant Application means new exhibition and display boards are
available for community group use.
The Community Partnership has been successful in achieving £2,000 grant aid from the County Durham Foundation
for new display boards. The existing boards were second hand and were unsafe. Several groups including the Community Partnership, the Village Hall association and Coxhoe History Group regularly hold exhibitions or displays and
new display boards have been needed for some time. Thanks to the grant aid we have been able to secure replacements. The boards are available for community group use so if you need to hold a display or have exhibitions then
please contact Coxhoe Community Partnership by emailing ianforster176@btinternet.com to check availability.
You’ll just need to be able to transport them safely. The boards are available free of charge all we ask is that you
ensure they are looked after and all the parts are returned.
Up and coming meetings
The Community Partnership meets on the last Wednesday of each month. Our meetings for the next three months
are on 25th March, 29th April and 27th May. The meeting on 29th April will feature our Annual General Meeting. We
need new Members to help achieve our aim of making Coxhoe a better place. Please get along and assist us. You
can find out what we do by accessing our meeting minutes and our quarterly reports on our page on the communi-

ty website www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk. Our Annual Report for 2014-2015 will be available at the end of April.

So come along and help us make our parish a better place.
COMING EVENTS AT
ST. ANDREW’S METHODIST CHURCH

What kind of books do rabbits like?
Ones with hoppy endings

‘ 29th March, 10,45-11.00am
WONDROUS LOVE’ (Easter Musical)

How does a rabbit keep his fur
looking good?
With hare spray!

11th May, 7.00pm
CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION CONCERT

Entertainment by ‘Voices Together’. Tcket price tba

WIVES’ GROUP – Wednesdays 7 – 9 pm
18th March

Talk by Chris Spink – ‘Fish’

15th April

‘Holy Beetle’

29th April

Discussion

13th May ‘

27th May

We’ll Meet Again’. A journey in words, songs
and pictures through the years of World War 2,
ending with VE Day 8th May, 1945
Crazy Whist

2nd April 7.00pm Maundy Thursday Holy Communion
3rd April 10.30am Good Friday Service
SHOPPERS’ SERVICES 10 – 10.30 am
1 st Saturday in each month

DISCLAIMER: The information in this newsletter is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of going to print. Coxhoe Parish Council
accepts no responsibility for any error, omission, subsequent changes and complaints arising from items printed in this newsletter. The views
expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Coxhoe Parish Council .
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Public Notice
Application for designation of a Neighbourhood Area
for Coxhoe Parish Council.
Under the Neighbourhood Planning (General Regulations (2012) Durham
County Council has received a Neighbourhood Area Application from Coxhoe Parish Council as a relevant body under Section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990:
1. The proposed Neighbourhood Area corresponds to the area within the existing parish boundary, as shown below,
which is seen as appropriate to the communities within the area.
2. The parish includes the settlements of Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill.
Comments regarding the proposed Neighbourhood Area can be made via email to: spatialpolicy@durham.gov.uk or
alternatively by letter to: Regeneration and Economic Development, Spatial Policy Area Planning Team, Room 4/24,
County Hall, DH1 5UQ. Representations should be received no later than 13 th April, 2015.

People power proposed for planning in Coxhoe
Local residents and businesses are being asked to comment on the first stage of a process that could see
Coxhoe Parish Council and local people have more say on planning policy in the area.
Under Government regulations, local groups, most often a town or parish council can apply to the local
authority to create a Neighbourhood Area to allow for planning policies to be set more locally.
Coxhoe Parish Council has asked Durham County Council to have the parish of Coxhoe (map above) designated as such an area. This is the first step towards setting a Neighbourhood Plan which allows local
communities to specify the kind of development they would like to see in their local area.
If agreed, Coxhoe Parish Council will start work on a Neighbourhood Plan in the next few months and
would consult extensively with people who live and work in the parish.
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