Quarrington Chronicle

Connecting the Community

Jobs

June 2016

in Coxhoe &
Quarrington
Hill

Parish Clerk, Community Engagement
Officer, Youth Workers & Auxiliaries

Due to the resignation of our current Clerk we are looking to change the way we do things and would like to appoint a
Clerk and Community Engagement officer on a job share basis combining their hours up to current Full Time provision.
These two posts are required to be filled as soon as possible. See www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk for details or

email jobs@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk for an application form. Application forms must be received by Noon
Monday 20 June.

Youth Provision– Durham County Council’s Youth Work review is recommending

withdrawing all current provision, which would see the end of all current provision in Coxhoe and
Quarrington Hill. Coxhoe Parish Council are therefore looking to recruit Youth Worker posts at NJC rates and
Auxiliaries £7.43 per hour (irrespective of age) to continue these from the likely end date of the DCC
provision in April 2017. See www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk for details of how to apply.
You will have seen in the last Chronicle that CPC had bid to the East Durham Rural Corridor AAP for support
to resurrect the very popular Friday sessions at Active Life Centre (ALiC), that came to an end when DCC withdrew their worker last summer, and provide funds to establish and train Youth
Councils for both villages.
Unfortunately, whilst this bid was rated as very strong all of the £40,000 AAP youth
funds went to just 2 projects. We are using the match funding from the CPC budget
to hopefully re-start the Friday junior youth sessions at ALiC as soon as we can find
workers and ideally before the summer holidays and the Friday senior youth club
from September. We also need these youth workers to start ASAP, whether
qualified or unqualified Auxiliaries to work under leadership of our existing Children
& Young Persons Co-Ordinator Amanda. If any local people or local young people would like to train as youth
workers we are happy to pay as you train to help us provide the services our young people want.
In preparation for April Coxhoe Parish Council has also had to step in to stop the Monday night Quarrington
Hill youth sessions being cancelled due to DCC’s worker leaving. These are currently being delivered by
Amanda.

How to contact Amanda to find out more details of what we want to do or how to
get involved: phone 0744 303 6233 or email: amanda@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
‘Coxhoe

young people’ and ‘Quarrington Hill young people’
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Coxhoe Parish Council
Chair’s Annual Report
2015 - 2016
Presented to the
Annual Meeting of Parishioners 4th May 2016
Delivering Quality Services to
Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill

Introduction
This is my first annual report as Chair. I must firstly give my personal thanks to Paul Dodsworth who it was a
privilege to work alongside for many years as his Vice Chair. Paul worked tirelessly for the communities of Coxhoe
and Quarrington Hill and made a huge and positive impact on both communities. I also have to thank all
members of this council, our supporting members from Durham County Council and to all those volunteers,
groups and organisations who are a vital part of our community. It is through our collective efforts that this
Council have made such progress for the benefit of our communities.
Particular thanks are also due to our Vice Chair Carole Hogarth for her commitment and involvement in many
projects but also for stepping in for several weeks as unpaid acting Clerk during the Clerk’s absence.
Furthermore, I must thank those many individuals who have attended our parish meeting throughout the year,
raising issues and concerns that affect their lives. This additional input is also a vital part of making sure our
council works for its community. I also thank Tony Rowe and Tommy Gorman for their service as councillors and
welcome Ron Mayo and Anne Murphy to the Council who were co-opted to replace them.

What have we achieved?
This year has been a year of delivering on our commitments. Members have rolled up their sleeves and actually
delivered on a lot of things we’ve been talking about for some time. Listed below are some of the actions and
progress that have been achieved towards delivery of our Parish Plan 2 Action Plans:








After 3 years of talking about it the Parish Council have made good on our commitment to residents of
Quarrington Hill to take on ownership of Kingswood and pass day to day control back to the community
through Kingswood Partnership. We are delighted so many residents are keen to be involved to achieve
their objectives to keep the wood as a wood for public use and to help maintain and improve it. I also must
thank them for their assistance with other community improvement schemes.
The Parish Council has continued to provide support to the Active Life Centre,
Coxhoe Village Hall Committee and Quarrington Hill Community centre to
improve facilities and activities available and provide grant funding to help
cover costs.
The Council’s Children and Young People’s Strategy has been a major focus this year and will continue to be
next year. Amanda our Youth Development Worker is now using the report prepared by Investors in
Children on the views of our children and young people about the facilities and activities currently on offer
to them and outreach work she has done to ensure this research turns into action. The Parish Council has
committed significant resources to employ a team of youth workers to ensure that youth sessions that
would be lost due to enforced budget cuts to DCC are replaced by sessions provided by the Parish Council
and if possible so that there is no loss of service to young people of our area. New jobs will be advertised in
May 2016.
The council is also working towards achieving accreditation for the Quality Award within
the next few months.
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The council continues to work with Durham County Council Highways on issues such as parking waiting
restrictions on the Front Street to allow access to shops, and around Sanderson Street and near the
doctor’s surgery which should be introduced very soon, if agreed by DCC’s Highways Committee.
Easter Saturday saw the unveiling a mining memorial on the Village Green in Quarrington Hill
by Cllr Jan Blakey and Roberta Blackman-Woods MP, an event that was enjoyed by many residents. Planting and 2 further sculptures at entrances to the village are still planned.
The Parish Council will complete the purchase from DCC of over a dozen key areas of green
space around Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill including the Village Greens within the next few
weeks. Our aim is to seek residents’ views living close to them and on how they should be improved as green spaces.
The Parish Council will also take ownership of the enlarged Quarrington Hill Allotment site,
which working in partnership with Tarmac, DCC, Kingswood Partnership and a lot of hard work
of the allotment tenants will see over £30,000 improvements at a cost to the Parish Council of just £2,000!
A huge thank you to everyone involved in a fantastic partnership project.
The Parish Council provides all of summer floral displays through planters and hanging baskets along the
main routes in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill, which are well received by our community. We will be
reviewing these and Christmas lighting this year so would welcome your views on this.
Dog fouling remains a problem as well as fly-tipping. These issues are reported frequently,
please keep the reports coming. The Parish Council has provided additional Dog Bins in the
parish to help eradicate this nuisance and will continue to highlight the problem.
The Parish Council has now held several open meetings for residents to get involved in
establishing a neighbourhood plan, to make sure their views are taken on board and shape
how our villages evolve over the next 10-20 years. Your views matter please so make sure they’re heard.
The above list provides a snapshot of the main areas that the council has progressed and continues to work on.

Finance - We have prudently managed our budgets this year to leave us in a position to address future projects
whilst making clear progress on the priorities in the Parish Plan. Our Statement of Accounts for the year ending
31st March 2016 will be posted in the Website for all to see and the opportunity exists for any parishioner to
examine our financial records by appointment with the Clerk after conclusion of auditing.

Conclusion - Finally, I would sincerely like to thank my fellow Parish Councillors, all of whom give up their time
freely, energetically and thanks to our Clerk Geoffrey Price. It has been a very busy year for the Council and next
year promises to be every bit as challenging as we look to welcome new staff and services to our Council.

Stuart Dunn
Coxhoe Parish Council Chair
Residents are more than welcome to come along to Parish Council meetings at 6:30 pm on the first Wednesday of each month to let
us know their views or you can contact your local Parish Councillors as below:

Quarrington Hill

Telephone

Email

Carole Hogarth (Vice Chair) 0191 3771315
Keith Pounder
0191 3773611
Eric Thompson
0191 3771288

carolehogarth@aim.com
kpbjrom1@gmail.com
e.thompson7@sky.co.uk

Coxhoe

Telephone

Email

Anne Murphy
Stuart Dunn (Chair)
Barbara Hepplewhite
Wendy Lavelle
Ron Mayo
Tony Plews
Kay Simpson
Colin Thirlaway

0191 3770256
0191 3773314
0191 3771366
0191 3773673
0191 3771770
0191 3779852
0191 3778826
0191 3772596

amcoxhoepc@aol.com
stuart.dunn@outlook.com
bhepp4@btinternet.com
wendylavelle1@gmail.com
ronmayocxo@msn.com
tony.plews@hotmail.com
kaycpc15@btinternet.com
cthirlaway@btinternet.com
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Our clerk Geoff Price has resigned,
and will not be available from 16
June. You will still be able contact us
by phone on 07988 283287 or by
email at
clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk or
Coxhoe Parish Council
or

@CoxhoePCouncil

Tree Planting
On March 12th we had a great turnout for our tree planting and we
successfully planted 105 throughout the wood. The vast majority
of those trees appear to be doing well and are growing rapidly in
the recent spate of sunshine. The trees are a variety of native
woodland species and have filled some of the gaps where
previous plantings were unsuccessful. The sun shone for the
event and everyone had a great time.

Official Launch
On 14th May we gathered on a very cold morning to welcome The
Chairman of Durham County Council, Councillor Jan Blakey and
her consort, Stuart Dunn the Chair of Coxhoe Parish Council and Councillor Maria Plews to the official
launch of Kingswood Community Partnership. All of our guests were good sports and each of them sponsored and planted their own tree in the wood. The young people who came along made and painted their
own bird boxes and you might see them dotted around the woods. There was a busy plant stall for which
we had some fabulous donations, nature quizzes and, of course, a successful and busy refreshment
stand. It was freezing cold but that didn’t dampen the spirits of those hardy souls who turned out. Many
thanks for all of your support.

Consultation
We have been collecting ideas from all residents of Quarrington Hill for how to improve the entrance to
the village from Coxhoe. It’s currently looking a bit overgrown and neglected and residents have been
raising with us that they want to see it improved. Each household has had a questionnaire which have
been collected in and the ideas are being pulled
together to form some proposals. Once we reach that
stage we will hold a public meeting to share the
outcomes of the survey and to tell you how we think
Classic Car & Bike Show
we can take the consensus of those ideas forward.

Coxhoe Classics

Allotment Road
As we said in the last Chronicle Kingswood agreed to
care for the allotment road to support the application
for the grant for the allotment fence. We’ve been
busy! We have cleared a lot of dead wood from the
trees and created a community orchard. We are
continuing to pick the rubbish which has accumulated
in the soil for many years and beginning to create an
area the many people who pass through it can enjoy.
It’s a work in progress so please bear with us.

Playing Field
We have also agreed to tidy the bottom edge of the
field. It’s currently overgrown so the council grass
cutters can’t get in. Over the summer we will be
removing the low hanging branches and clearing the
rubbish to allow a better cut and a cleaner tidier area.
.
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Tuesday 7th June 2016 from 5:30pm
Opposite the Gem Cafe, Coxhoe
Refreshments/food available at the
Gem Cafe throughout the evening
All welcome - Bring your classic!

Bernadette Knill O.B.E.
Bernadette and husband John have lived at The Cedars, Coxhoe for 21 years. She
was born at and lived in Trimdon for many years.
Bernadette retired last year from her position as Head Teacher at Priory Woods
Special School in Middlesbrough. The couple took a holiday to Spain last November
and on returning home late one evening they hurriedly picked up the post, quickly
opened it and hurried to bed for a badly needed rest.
The following morning John asked “Did you read that letter from St. James’ Palace
properly last night, because you’ve been awarded an O.B.E. “I was shocked really”
Bernadette says and wondered how she could have deserved it.
The truth of the matter is that she has taught special education needs for 32 years, the
last 18 as Head Teacher at Priory Woods. In addition she has assisted the Local
Education Authority to introduce the National
Curriculum across their area by developing
Special Needs Policies and Programmes.
She was a member of several working parties
set up by the Dept. for Education to look at
issues relating to children with SEN. Whilst taking advanced
qualifications she tutored students working with pupils with SEN in
schools. She has written two papers on Learning Disability and was at
the forefront of developments in an area of deprivation.
Bernadette is gifted with modesty and humility and wondered whether
to accept this esteemed recognition of her services for special
education. Husband John had no doubts—he displayed more pride in
her achievements than she did herself. “I decided to accept the
award”, says Bernadette “as it was for the school and Middlesbrough”.
At that time there was much bad press in the town with red doors for
immigrant issues and below average education results.
The ceremony was at Buckingham Palace on March 11th this year and
Bernadette was accompanied by her husband and two sisters.
The Award was presented by Prince
William. “The Palace staff were most
friendly and welcoming and the
organisation fantastic”.
Seventy people received awards including four knighthoods. Perhaps the most
interesting was former footballer Dennis Law. “He was very nice and very small”,
says Bernadette, “he says he’s shrunk as he’s grown older”.
When asked how William was. “He was fantastic”, Bernadette replied, “so calm,
reassuring and knowledgeable about all individual interests”. He asked a few
questions about school and Ofsted Inspections. He told me George’s nursery had
a recent inspection and he was unimpressed with their approach.
Husband John has supported
Bernadette throughout.
Perhaps the experience is best
summed up by one of her sisters
who looked around and remarked
“Who would have thought it—three little lasses from Trimdon
standing in Buckingham Palace!”
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Congratulations Bernadette!

Hands on Heritage? - Can you help?
Coxhoe’s rapid development from a small agricultural village into a
thriving industrial community during the industrial revolution was due to
our natural resources of coal, clay and limestone – mining, potteries
and quarrying.
Limestone Quarrying has been a major industry and employer in
Coxhoe since 1495 (to put it in national context that’s around the time
that Henry Tudor defeated Richard III at the ‘Battle of Bosworth -1485)
Much of the early housing was built with local limestone
and gave the village its character. Blackgate East is the
only remaining example. Coxhoe Long Row was built
with limestone and was a well-known landmark. The
terrace had long gardens at the rear backing on to fields.
An early map identified them as the ‘pitmans gardens’ – a
limestone wall separated the gardens from the field. The
wall is still in place bordering the green opposite
Coronation Terrace but was demolished in the upper
green area when the Browns Close bungalows were
built.
Plans for our heritage village green included the rebuilding of this section of the wall as a backdrop and
heritage feature. Final details of this including precise siting, specifications and permissions are still to be
agreed. We consulted upon this during the Parish Plan 2 consultation in Summer 2012 and in the two
month consultations in the winter of 2014 / 2015. Plans have also been publicised in several editions of the
Coxhoe Chronicle over the last couple of years.

Above - a small
section still in
place at Wesley
Place.
It is intended that the building of the wall will be a
community-led project with volunteers from the community
helping with the work with local quarries being asked for
donations of stone.

Right – the
direction that
the wall will
take

There must be many of you with the skills to do this. Could you spare some time to
help improve your village?
If you’re interested contact Ian Forster, chair of Coxhoe Community Partnership
on 0191 3772784 or by email ianforster176@btinternet.com
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Coxhoe Community Partnership Annual
Report 2015/2016 Summary
Coxhoe Community Partnership is now in its 18th year and
continues to strive to make Coxhoe a better place in which to
live and work. While we only have a small number of Members,
by involving ourselves in the village and wider district we still
influence positive developments in the community. Partnership working is often slow in delivery and most of the
projects in which we have been involved are ongoing.
Members of the Partnership have been instrumental in working to help sustain futures for the Active Life Centre
and Coxhoe Village Hall so most of their volunteering time has been devoted to those particular causes. While we
have achieved a great deal we could do a lot more if more volunteers came forward to lend a helping hand with
their time, skills, knowledge and ideas.
The implementation of the ‘Big Society’ and the impact of austerity is
showing us that fewer services are being delivered by the Unitary Council
and it is being left to communities to fend for themselves more and
more. Without new members the Partnership, together with its clear
benefits is becoming evermore at risk. We will continue to encourage
people to become involved in the Partnership and other aspects of village
life. Coxhoe Community Partnership is a voluntary group working to
make Coxhoe an even better place to live, develop, learn, play, work and
visit. We achieve this by helping to identify what is Important and what can actually be done to make things better.
The Partnership has met six times in the year. The Partnership has continued to be active.
In addressing our agreed priorities in the year we have been frustrated in our
attempts to secure funding for our village signage and village atlas projects
although buoyed by the successful contribution of Partnership Members in
aspect of the implementation of the Youth strategy and support to both Coxhoe
Village Hall and the Active Life Centre. We provided a 10% third party
contribution to Coxhoe Village Hall to enable them to get a £32,000 grant to
implement the new heating system.
During the year we also:


Started a series of volunteer litter picks which resulted in the collection of over 100 bags rubbish;



Continued to support the provision and distribution of the Coxhoe Chronicle;



Continued to administer the Coxhoe Parish Council community website (which had nearly 17,000 hits in
2015/2016 and related social media pages (the Parish Facebook site has now over 1,000 likes);



Administered the Coxhoe Village Hall website and related social media pages;



Assisted the implementation of Parish Plan 2;



Took a significant role in the early stages of the Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill Neighbourhood Plan:



Continued to produce the Coxhoe Community Calendar:



Purchased new display boards for use by the community



Made a successful joint application with Coxhoe Village Hall to Coxhoe Parish Council for the installation of
an iron wreath rail around the cenotaph:



Made a successful bid to Coxhoe Parish council to cover costs of Partnership insurance ; and



Continued to raise concerns with the County Council in respect of the state of land and buildings in the village such as Old Church School house.

We are very grateful for the commitment of our volunteers and members and the support we have received from
various sources. You can access a full copy of our annual report on our page on www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Ian Forster, Chair, Coxhoe Community Partnership
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Kelloe
Kelloe
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Neighbourhood Plan

The community held a Neighbourhood Planning Community Engagement Event at
Coxhoe Village Hall on Saturday 9th April 2016. The purpose was to find out what
people feel are the real planning issues in our villages and how they might be
resolved. Details of the event was set out in the supplement which was delivered to
all households with the March editions of the Coxhoe and Quarrington Chronicles.

Turnout by members of the community was poor, but those present engaged
constructively and enthusiastically about the future of our villages. The event was
independently facilitated by Durham Community Action. Details of the presentations and exhibition material at the
event and outcomes will be published on our website soon. Another meeting of the Neighbourhood Planning
Steering Committee will also be held in due course to decide on what happens next.
Issues discussed included sites identified as possible future housing
sites around the villages, the impact of the Integra 61 proposals, the
need for an additional primary school for Coxhoe, Parkhill and
Bowburn and potential sites were identified for this and even
potentially a secondary school. Alternative sites for a new doctor’s
surgery were identified, and improved parking, leisure and industry
sites.
In recognising that currently nobody from the community is leaping to take this important work forward, the
Parish Council have taken the opportunity presented by the Clerk’s resignation to split this resource and have half
of this role focussing on administration of the Council’s work and also appoint a Community Engagement Officer
specifically to support those interested in developing a Neighbourhood Plan (as other Council’s have) also working
with neighbouring councils and Durham County Council, and help establish residents views on what the Parish
Council should be doing in the future via a 3rd Parish Plan.

Coxhoe Primary School Fair
With Blue Devil disco
Saturday 2nd July 10:00 – 2:00

Teddy Bears and Craft Stalls

Enjoy an Ice cream in the sun

Bouncy Castles

Patrol Cars and Police Dogs

Cake Stall 9

Test your Speed

Refreshments

Raffle & Tombolla

Local Events
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Quarrington Hill Allotments Extension

The allotment road before (above) and after (below)

Progress has been a bit slow but the new allotments
are starting to take shape. The new plot holders have
worked very hard to spread the new topsoil and are
itching for the fence to go up so that they can begin
gardening in earnest. Tarmac do have to fit this project
in around their own busy schedule and patience is the
least we can give them in return. Without their help we
would not have been able to deliver the new site in the
foreseeable future and with their help we are delivering
more than we could have hoped for. The fence should
soon go up so the new plot holders should be able to
take over their plots in early June and we wish them
many years of happy, productive gardening.
(right) the
cleared
allotment
extension
awaiting
moving in
of the soil
and
erection
of the
new fence
around
the
extended
perimeter

St. ANDREW’s Church COXHOE
SHOPPERS’ SERVICES

Saturday, 4th June, 10.00 to 10.30am
Saturday, 2nd July, 10.00 to 10.30am
Saturday, 6th August, 10.00 to 10.30am
Saturday, 3rd September, 10.00 to 10.30am

WIVES’ GROUP

Wednesday, 8th June, 7.00 to 9.00pm
Wednesday, 22nd June, 7.00 to 9.00pm
Wednesday, 6th July, 7.00 to 9.00pm
Wednesday, 20th July, 7.00 to 9.00pm
Wednesday, 3rd August
Wednesday, 14th September, 7.00 to 9.00pm
Wednesday, 28th September, 7.00 to 9.00pm

CONCERTS

Guest Speaker: Rev. Susan Richardson
Guest Speaker: Adam Wilkinson
Guest Speaker: Deacon Annabel Graham
Guest Speaker: Judith Winn

‘Unseen parts of the Cathedral in Pictures’
‘Members’ Night’
Song Night – ‘Themes’
Evening out
Trip to ‘Millstones’, Harrogate
WIVES’ GROUP ANNIVERSARY
Annual General Meeting‘

Thursday, 9th June, at 7.00pm

‘MAKE MINE COUNTRY STYLE’
Easy Listening Music,
with ‘The Cardiac Dodgers’
Tickets £4.00, including light refreshments.

Thursday, 21st July, at 2.00pm

AFTERNOON CONCERT
With top entertainer Kevin Royale

Thursday, 22nd September, 7.00 to 9.00pm

SIXTIES CONCERT
with ‘Travellin’ Band’
Tickets £4.00, including light refreshments
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Coxhoe Athletic FC Resurgent.
At the end of the 2013 /14 football season, without a manager and sufficient players who
would commit to another season of struggle in the Wearside League, the committee of
Coxhoe Athletic Football Club were faced with a stark choice. We could fold as a football
club or find another way forward that would ensure senior football would continue to be
played in a village with a long standing tradition of Saturday senior football.
Two things happened that has enabled the club to survive. First of all Coxhoe Athletic
looked for a partner club that may have been able to provide players who could gain
experience at a higher level and further player development. Early discussions with one
club were encouraging but did not develop and then on the eve of the 2014/15 season
Spennymoor Town FC stepped in and made an offer which was difficult to turn down.
Following discussions with the board of Spennymoor Town an agreement was reached
whereby Coxhoe Athletic would change their name to Spennymoor Town Reserves and
play in the Wearside League the following season. This allowed access to more players and an experienced
management team who had coached many of the players from youth through to senior football. The club went on to
enjoy a successful first season finishing fifth in a very competitive league that takes in clubs from Cumbria,
Northumberland, North Yorkshire, Tyne & Wear, Teesside and County Durham.
Secondly, under the guidance of Ivan Lowther, of Coates
Butchers, a junior team was emerging and Ivan was quick to
spot the potential of what was available at Beechfield Park that
a junior team could learn from. Playing in the Russell Foster
Youth League U16 division at that time the juniors have now
progressed to U17 level, have had the benefit of coaching by
Paul Cooper of Spennymoor Town Reserves which has paid
dividends, are competing near the top of their league, and we
are now seeing junior players pushing for places in the senior
team.
Before we go further there is an urban myth that has grown that
we would like to dispel. Many in the footballing fraternity believe
we sold out to Spennymoor Town in exchange for money that
we, Coxhoe Athletic Football Club were in dire financial straits.
Nothing could have been further from the truth, the club were in
better shape financially than they had been for many years and this was down to a hard working committee of
volunteers who put the survival of football above everything else. It paid off.
So what for the future? In March of this year Spennymoor Town decided that a reserve team no longer fits with the
plans they have as they push for promotion to the Evo-Stik Premier Division. There is a huge chasm between the
level at which Spennymoor Town Reserves and the heights the first eleven are aiming for. Being realistic there are
very, very few players who can bridge the gap from the reserves to the first team squad. So, from the beginning of
the 2016/17 football season Coxhoe Athletic FC will be once more. Our association and close contacts with
Spennymoor Town will remain in place. We have built a strong relationship with them and will be forever grateful that
they extended their hand and pulled us up when we were at a very low ebb. Without their help football at senior level
in Coxhoe on Saturdays may have gone forever.
The club now has solid foundations upon which to build, with a good management team in place, a young squad,
some of whom have committed to the coming season and have the benefit of experience in a tough league. The
junior squad will progress to U18 football and we will look to keep other junior teams coming through. There are
some very good young players who have already pushed their way into the Wearside league team and have
acquitted themselves very well against much older and experienced players.
Off the field the committee of volunteers is continuing to grow and
work to further develop the football club. With two teams currently
to provide for, fundraising and sponsorship is always paramount in
leagues that can be costly to survive in. The costs of running a
football club can be very costly indeed. If you are interested in
sponsoring the football team please contact us via our website
www.coxhoeathleticfc.co.uk or on Twitter@coxhoeathletic and we
can discuss what we can offer you in exchange for sponsorship.
With a big area to travel in this league and attracting teams and
visitors to Coxhoe we can carry your message far and wide.
The future looks bright for the club and we hope to see a lot more
local people on Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings
supporting local football and finding out that grassroots football can
be just as entertaining and exciting that anything the Premier
league has to offer. (It’s a lot cheaper too!).
The impressive new club badge was designed by Aidan Lowther who is a first year graphic design student. Aidan
has taken aspects of the village history and heritage and worked them into its design - Coxhoe Hall, Coal Mining,
Steetley Quarries aerial flight and kilns to represent Pottery.
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The Glory Years of Amateur Football

1950’s – 1960’s
Durham Amateur Football Trust gave an interesting talk to Coxhoe History Group on the above topic on
14th April. It was based mainly around the F.A. Amateur Cup Achievements of Willington, Crook and
Bishop Auckland and was very well received.
We all admire the achievements of these clubs and players in that era and as County Durham people we
view them with great pride. They are unlikely to be matched in the future.
However, at a more local level there were many noteworthy achievements by local clubs and individuals.
Cassop Victoria was a highly successful team in the 50’s and 60’s. There were many players with connections from local villages including Coxhoe.
John Hepplewhite spoke to Jack Elcoat and Ernie Woods who played at an amateur level during this
period. The late George Broom was also an outstanding player for Cassop and Ferryhill Athletic and
Wilf Gatenby, living at Quarrington Hill at the time, had business and sporting connections at Coxhoe in
subsequent years.
Cassop Victoria : The Glorious Years 1955 – 56

Jack tells us the route to the final of the Durham Amateur
Cup was:
Deaf Hill (away) 1 – 1
(home) 7 – 1
Seaham (home) 3 – 1
Chilton (away) 2 – 2 (home) 2 – 1
Bearpark (away) 3 – 3
(home) 7 – 1
FINAL:
Cassop 1 Easington Lane 0
Presentation Evening
Ernie Woods shoots for goal in a match at Cassop

A good evening was held in Cassop Community Centre with
David Jackson from Cassop presenting the awards.
Left to right : committee man : R Betts : C
Hutchinson (sen) : Jack Elcoat : C Hutchinson
(younger) : George Broom : Bish Mole : Ernie
Woods : Dennis Wilson : Billy Orton : Steve Hodgson : Ronnie Gittens (captain) : Wilf Gatenby :
Terry Murray : Pettijean (goalkeeper) : R Soppitt.
The boys are C Armstrong (Jnr) (left) and Dennis
Wilson.
Benny Armstrong, Pompey Wilkinson and Ray
Pallister, all sterling performers, are not included
in the photograph.

Coxhoe History Group Programme of Activities for 2016
June 9th : Coxhoe’s Bygone Shops
July 14th : Binchester Roman Fort Walkabout
-photographs and memories
with Gordon Henderson
th
November 10 : ‘Cromwellian Durham’
September 8th : Visit to Durham County Archives
Presentation by Gordon Morris
October 13th : Special Event ‘Kidders Luck’ Folk Group will perform a variety of traditional mining songs
in the upstairs lounge with Licensed Bar and refreshments.
No meeting in August and December is the Xmas meal.
Meetings are held at Coxhoe Village Hall 7 – 9 pm. All Welcome
If anyone would like to join us on the visits to Binchester Roman Fort or Durham County Archives
please contact Jack Turton Tel. 0191 3770771 email : jackturton@btopenworld.com
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Jacky Elcoat
Jack’s association with Coxhoe is recent. A quiet and modest man he has lived at Landsdowne Road,
Coxhoe for eleven years now
Born at Ludworth in 1936 Jack’s interest in soccer developed through watching local Ludworth Junior and
Senior teams playing.
When aged 14 he was playing for Ludworth Juniors largely with older boys and represented Durham and
District Junior boys. He had trials with Sunderland FC and played and trained with them as an amateur
but working at Thornley Colliery was physically
demanding and he says he “couldn’t keep up the pace”.
At 18 years, when playing for Ludworth juniors he went
for trials with Chelsea for whom he subsequently signed
Amateur forms and lived in London. This proved difficult
as he wasn’t a member of the clique of southern lads
(“they hardly ever passed the ball to me in matches”, says
Jack). His father brought him home!.
At that time there was an abundance of village sides
representing many aspects of village life - churches,
chapels, pubs, local industries (quarries, collieries) and
sections or even streets in villages e.g. Long Row.
At 18 he played for Consett in the North Eastern League.
Travelling was awesome. Catch a bus to Durham
Waterside and the Gypsy Queen took him to Leadgate and
transfer to Consett. “A whole day was spent on travelling
when we played away games” says Jack.

Jack with Trophies 1955-56
Large Back - Durham Amateur Cup
Front row – left to right : Wingate Aged Miners’
Cup / Ferryhill League Cup / Ferryhill District
League Shield – won by Cassop for 3rd consecu-

Consett played against the Reserves of the professional teams. Jack recalls playing against
Middlesbrough reserves which included Brian Clough, Alan Peacock, Peter Taylor, McLean, Day, Yeoman
etc.
Many local players represented their village team or very local sides because of travelling difficulties.
At 19 Jack signed for Cassop Victoria and played there happily for
many years. “It was a great little club with a cracking secretary called
Tom Wilson who did pretty well all the background work and had high
standards”.
1955-56 was theirs and Jack’s heyday. In that year they won the
Durham Amateur Cup defeating Easington Lane at Ferens Park,
Durham City. Other achievements were: Winners - Wingate Aged
Miners Cup and Ferryhill and District League winners for 3rd
consecutive year. In his time Jack could score goals at any level and
during Cassop’s glory years of 1955-56 he scored 32 goals.
Jack played at Cassop for 3 years and moved to Thornley in the
Wearside League in 1958 for one year only. However they defeated
Silksworth in the final of the Monkwearmouth Cup.
Jack returned to Cassop in 1959, was married and lived in that village.
He worked at Thornley pit but found married life and hungry mouths
required feeding well. He had to take on very physical demanding
tasks at the pit to cater for his family.
Soccer was now a secondary consideration and Jack allowed his
soccer career to go into decline, sadly giving up playing football but in
his time he experienced soccer at a highly competitive amateur level.
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Ernie Woods
There are a number of similarities in the careers of Ernie and Jack Elcoat and the difficulties of playing competitively
at an amateur level while providing for families by working full time at the pit.
A Bowburn lad, Ernie has retired to Coxhoe and lives in a bungalow at Green Crescent.
Ernie had a classic background, in common with many others in local pit villages, and developed his soccer skills in
the back streets of the pitmen’s rows.
There was no official league during World War ll but soccer interest was maintained in school by playing friendly
matches with local schools.
When he left school he joined the cadets so he could represent their football team along with a good group of
Bowburn lads who remained together for many years. “They were very talented and good pals”, says Ernie.
They played Junior football for four years and then moved together to Coxhoe Athletic in season 1948-49. That was
a great year for football and for friendship with Ernie and eight pals performing for Coxhoe.
The players were:
Jacky Street (Coundon) -goalkeeper
Ces Barron (Coxhoe) – goalkeeper
Bill Barron (Coxhoe)
Jack Hughes (West Cornforth)
Reg Pennock
)
Doug Tennick
)
Fred Tennick
) Bowburn
Ernie Woods
)
Joe Davis
)
Jonny Snook
)
Ray Willey
)
Matty Lynn
)

Ernie (No. 8) as
team captain.
Note substantial
boots and shin
pads

The best player was undoubtedly Matty Lynn, who wore glasses.
He never headed the ball. I played on the wing and the team inevitably, won the Ferryhill and District League and were finalists in the
Hospital Cup.
Ernie says, with some remorse “We were beaten by Tudhoe FC who
called on half of the Ferryhill Athletic Northern League team to
represent them in the final.”
Secretary at Coxhoe was Billy Arnold and H.Q. at the Victoria pub
where landlord Ally Ord was very generous.
Ernie had trials for Newcastle United and played in the same team
as Bobby Robson and Ray Wood who later played goalkeeper for
Manchester United. He also found travelling was very lengthy and
difficult for a village lad.
He moved up a step and played for Wingate in the Wearside League for two seasons, one season as champion and
tipped by one point in the next.
He sustained a bad injury at the pit, being crushed by tubs. By this time he lived at Kelloe, spent months
recuperating and was only persuaded to play for Cassop when Ned Wilson, the secretary’s Uncle, came to see him
and persuaded him to stage a comeback.
Ernie enjoyed playing for Cassop more than anywhere else. They won the Ferryhill District League three times and
the Durham Amateur Cup.
“When Jack Elcoat came that was when we had a team – what an acquisition” says Ernie. “All good lads at Cassop the team they built was incredible”.
They fell apart after Ronnie Gittens moved South. Ernie moved to Bowburn where Billy Arnold (Coxhoe) was now
secretary. Ernie was captain and later secretary for the club.
Ernie’s career was highly successful and he too had a taste of excellence at various levels. While he never actually
said so the importance of good team spirit shine through Ernie’s many pleasurable years of participation in local
soccer.
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