Spring 2017 Edition

Welcome to your new look Chronicle
We are a Parish Council serving two valuable communities. We want to give residents the
opportunity to be able to share and celebrate their news across the parish and so we have
combined the Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill Chronicles to further extend our communities'
connection. We have also added a short questionnaire within this issue, asking for your opinions
around the Chronicle and more importantly, what you want to see from the Chronicle. Your
feedback is highly valuable to us in order that we may be in a better informed position to deliver
your Chronicle, your way.

Local Business working in
partnership with the Parish Council
A local business showed true community
spirit following a walk about by the Parish
Council. We recognised an area that had
become overgrown and unsightly around
the area of Basic Cottages and the village
green.
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The staff from Coxhoe Paving joined us in
discussing what improvements could be
made then promptly offered to do the work
for us and went on to clear away scrub and
overgrown trees and bushes and filled in an
area which residents often see flooded,
clearing away 3 large bags of rubbish.

 Village Hall
News

After the big clear up had been completed a
resident from Basic Cottages quoted “I felt
much safer walking home after the
overgrown shrubbery was cleared”.

 Your Active
Life

On behalf of the Village a big thank you
must go to Coxhoe Paving Factory for all
their hard work in helping improve your
village.
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insert
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And now its gone! Improvements continue in Quarrington Hill
Love it or hate it the ‘mound’ is to be removed and replanted following a lot of debate in the village
of Quarrington Hill. Kingswood will soon see new seats popping up so you can stop and enjoy the
lovely views and the village has flower planters donated by the County Councillors due to be
installed. We hope you all love the new improvements to your village.

What’s happening in your village?
Coxhoe

Quarrington Hill
Hanging Baskets are
reviewed in Quarrington Hill

to

be

so if you have any views on this and
where you would like to see them
please get in touch with your Parish
Clerk or Community Engagement
Officer.

Flying the flag we have had a few
enquiries about the new flag pole and
why we have removed the flag.
We plan to have a Parish Council flag
soon, which will be flown all the time,
until we need to fly the Union flag on
certain occasions.

Coxhoe

Quarrington Hill
Flower Planters provided by your
local Councillors Plews, Blakey and
Williams will soon be installed in the
village.

Quarrington Hill

Nature reclaims the pathways
Following a recent walk about of
Coxhoe we noticed the paths are
looking a bit overgrown along the front
street. We plan to have these cleared
back, but if you have any concerns
about any other areas please let us
know.

Coxhoe
Railway Gates The railway gate
needs a bit of TLC as the weather has
taken its toll so we plan to have it
repainted. We are still working on
getting a matching gate installed on the
opposite side of the road.

Walk About we plan to do a walk
about of Quarrington Hill to review the
paths and the general state of the
village and if you have concerns
please let us know by contacting the
Parish Clerk.

Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill
Christmas 2017 We know we have
just got this year over with, but we
have had Christmas trees kindly
donated by Thinford Nursery and are
looking into the best places to plant
them in the two villages and hopefully
have them illuminated for this
Christmas. We welcome your views on
this and any other suggestions.

Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill
Village Fairs We would like to help
promote all of the village summer fairs
and create a ‘Coxhoe Festival Month’
possibly by putting banners and
bunting up during the month of July.
Let us know when your fair is, so we
can include it in the next edition of the
Chronicle!

Farwell to our long serving County
Councillor

Durham Constabulary
Male Voice Choir

2016 saw us say farewell to Councillor Mac
Williams who served our two villages tirelessly.
We wish him well, thank him for all his hard
work and hope he enjoys his retirement.

Are you male and can
hold a tune? Join them at
the Village Hall: Tuesday
Nights, 7:15pm – 9pm

Grants Awarded in 2016

Coxhoe Litter Pickers

We gave a total of £10,000 in grants last year.

A hard working volunteer group who
formed under the Coxhoe Community
Partnership to help keep your village tidy
clearing away so many bags of rubbish
they required help to take them away. To
show our support for a fantastic group we
have purchased new litter picking
equipment.

Local groups who came to us in 2016 for help
with their organisations for a little financial help
from a white line painting machine for Coxhoe
Athletic to helping Quarrington Hills Banner
Group with transport to “The Big Meeting”.
We also helped our Village Hall pay for new bar
shutters and security system following the
recent break in which devastated the hard
working committee.
Scouts also benefited from our grants
scheme which is open to any organisation who
needs a bit of help. Contact the Clerk for a grant
application form.

If you would like to get involved contact
the Clerk.

Memorial Seats
Would you be interested in a seat in the
village to remember your loved one?
Somewhere they particularly liked to stop
and enjoy the village. Please contact our
Parish Clerk for more information.

Foundation Status
Coxhoe Parish Council was awarded
Foundation Status in 2016. We are very
proud of this achievement, because it
means your Parish Council is operating to a
high standard.

Coxhoe Grave Yard
We are about to start a project to help St. Mary’s
improve their graveyard. We hope to begin with
looking at better access and pathways including
providing a salt bin. We hope to continue with a
memorial garden and memorial seats. The Parish
Council plans to gather village support and ideas
soon so look out for posters, website and Facebook.
We would love to hear from you with your ideas or if
you would like to become involved in volunteering,
please contact Lisa Caine, Community Engagement
Officer, or Councillor Kay Simpson.

Church Services & Events
St. Mary’s Church of England
Services are usually held:
Sundays at 9.15 am
Tuesdays at 9.30 am
(1st and 5th Sunday Services are at 11.00 am)
Coffee Mornings-Tuesday & Thursday,10.00 - 11.00
am
Foodbank contributions drop-off- Tuesday &
Thursdays, 10.00 am - 11.00 am
For more information contact Revd. Alison Richardson
07873 596 164 email: vicar@stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk

St. Andrew’s Methodist Church
Sunday Services: 10.45am.
Wednesdays (Fortnightly) 7.00pm: Wives’ Group
1st Saturday of the month, Shoppers’ Services,
10.00 – 10.30am
Coffee Mornings-Saturday, 9.15-11.30am.
For further information contact the Rev. Christopher
Wood-Archer on 0191 3770230

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church
Thursday Mass 9.00am and Latin Mass 12.00 Noon
Coffee afternoon each Thursday 1.30 - 3.00pm
Saturday morning - Mass 9.00am
Saturday Vigil Mass - 6.00pm
Easter Masses:
13th April, Holy Thursday 7.00pm.
14th April, Good Friday 3.00pm.
15th April, Easter Vigil Mass 6.00pm.
For more information contact Christine Portues,
Secretary, 0191 377 0542

Cassop Success at the School Sports Swimming Gala
On Wednesday 11th January fourteen of our
pupils took part in the Durham and Chester-leStreet Schools’ swimming gala. For some
children it was the first time they had been
selected to represent Cassop Primary School
and for others it was their second or third time!
As usual Freemans Quay swimming pool was
extremely hot and as the cheering crowd
fanned themselves to keep cool the nerves and
excitement of our swimmers were steadily
building.
The gala started with our Year 3 and 4
swimmers – they certainly set the standard with
excellent performances from Harrison, Rhys,
Sam, Delilah, Eve and Eva! When it came to
the Year 5 and 6 events the older children didn’t
disappoint with fantastic swimming from
Bethany, Lois, Megan and Lizzie, in the girl’s
team, along with Jak, Daniel, Cameron and

Kieran in the boy’s team.
All the children swam their best and this year
we came away with a first, second and a third –
an amazing achievement considering some of
the competition included county swimmers.
The gala ended with the relay events and, as
always, the Cassop children, staff and parents
could be heard cheering on their team as well
as supporting swimmers from all the schools
taking part in the event.
The children returned to school happy with their
performance and eager to celebrate their
successes.
This event was the first of many in the 2017
sporting calendar and already the children are
looking forward to future School Sports
Partnership events such as the Dance Festival
in March.

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

What do you think of our new Chronicle so far?
We want to hear how you want to receive your news from your community. Please kindly
complete the following questions and return your replies, no later than 31st March 2017, to
Coxhoe Parish Council’s post boxes located at Coxhoe Village Hall, Active Life Centre,
Quarrington Hill Community Centre and Mahil’s Newsagents (Quarrington Hill).
1. How do you want to receive the Chronicle?

Delivered

Website

2. How important is it to you that you receive the Chronicle? Important
3. How can we improve the Chronicle?

Collected
Not Important

——————————————————————————————

Parish Plan 2 – Four Years On
The Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill Parish Plan 2012-17 (Parish Plan 2) and its Action Plans for
both villages were adopted by Coxhoe Parish Council in September 2014 following a significant
amount of community engagement. The Plan became the principal driver of Parish Council
actions and decisions. Since the Parish Council’s term of office will soon end it is appropriate to
report progress on the most significant issues.
94% of household survey respondents in the Parish wanted
the Leisure Centre to stay open and 85% felt that the Parish
Council ought to support it.
With significant on-going support from the Parish Council the
Active Life Centre became financially sustainable within 3 years
and has made many improvements throughout the facility and
provides an invaluable community fitness and leisure facility for
residents of Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill.
95% of respondents in Coxhoe considered that Coxhoe Village
Hall should be retained and improved
The Parish Council moved its base to the village Hall and has provided
financial assistance to help the Management Committee to make
substantial improvement including heating replacement and breathe
new life into the Village Hall. The Village Hall has regular music and
dancing events, an established book club, increased social activities
including a regular craft club and has become a popular social venue. It is thriving!
Opinion was split on the need for new housing but 75% of people felt that there
ought to be new social infrastructure should any significant housing be built
The Parish Council have only supported new housing where there are adequate
proposals to provide appropriate social infrastructure including school provision. As a
result Durham County Council have funded 3 new classrooms at Coxhoe Primary and
the planning approval for the Bogma Farm development would include a £275,000
contribution to build more classrooms if the development proceeds. We are also
working on a Neighbourhood Plan.
90% of survey respondents considered that the village greens ought
to be retained and improved. 70% of respondents felt there was a
need for Front Street Regeneration
The Parish Council have worked with partners and the community to
develop plans for and provided financial support to complete both Village
Greens and we have taken ownership of these and other green spaces to
preserve them for the community. Consultation with residents is on-going as to how these green
spaces are improved. The first phase of the Coxhoe Village Green project was awarded a
Durham County Partnership Environmental Award in 2014.
97% of household survey respondents wanted the Community Centre to be retained and
improved
The Parish Council provided financial support to the Community Centre and has worked in
partnership with the Community Association to develop an improvement plan and improved
facilities. Over £50,000 of improvements and an asset transfer has been completed and new
activities, including those for children have been provided.

Parish Council Report
Land & Property Acquisitions – As we said we would, we have written to residents around the
pieces of land that we have taken ownership of to ask them how they would like to see them
improve. We have also completed on the transfer of the freehold of Coxhoe Village Hall,
Memorial Garden and car park to the Parish Council and a 999-year Lease back of the hall to
Coxhoe Village Hall Association to tie the Council into ensuring the long-term provision of the
Village Hall and a long-term base for the Parish Council to operate from.
Front Street and Cornforth Lane Parking Changes - As you may have seen on the
Council’s Facebook, on 5 January 2017 Durham County Council made an Order which will come
into force on 16 January 2017 introducing No Waiting At Any Time affecting Sanderson Street,
the entrances to Ashbourne Drive, Roslyn Mews, Landsdown Road, and introduces Disabled
Only Parking outside Coxhoe Medical Practice and amends restrictions on Co-operative Terrace.
We await painting of the lines. You can access the order and details via the County Council
website which you can find from our website. At the traffic light end of Cornforth Lane, Coxhoe
Parish Council undertook a consultation in 2015 with residents of Sanderson Street and the CoOperative Terrace opposite on changes to the proposed parking restrictions there. 79% of
respondents favoured the Parish Council’s proposals, but this is hardly surprising since they
suggested it. The Parish Council will continue to pursue the Highway Department at DCC
regarding the findings of their recent traffic surveys at the other end of Cornforth Lane. Waiting
Limits on the Front Street have been withdrawn by DCC for the time being and they are to
consider alternative proposals in light of representations received.
Youth Provision Developments – We told you in the last Chronicle that Amanda Hitchens our
Youth Development Officer had left the Council. Having reviewed our requirements, the Council
have agreed to promote Ian Thompson our lead Youth Worker to manage our youth service and
oversee taking over the Coxhoe Wednesday and Quarrington Hill Friday sessions by April. You
can contact Ian at ian@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Neighbourhood Plan Progress – Lisa Caine our new Community Development Officer has hit
the ground running as you will see from the enclosed yellow ‘Neighbourhood Plan Survey’ that
we are trying to gather the evidence necessary to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish.
The council can’t do this alone so if you are interested in helping shape how the village develops
over the next 20 years, firstly fill in the survey, but volunteers are needed to turn the results into a
plan with Lisa’s and the Council’s support. If we can’t get a team together to do this, the evidence
obtained will be invaluable for responding on behalf of our villages to the emerging County
Durham Plan. If you’d like to get involved or just find out more information email
lisa@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
A Financially Stable Quality Council – Despite being officially recognised as a ‘Quality Council’
this year, it has been a very difficult year for the Council with all the legal complexities of taking
on all the land and property that it has, losing its only two employees, taking over youth provision
from DCC (which we hadn’t planned to do) and recruiting 6 new staff. It has also been a
financially challenging year, but our new Clerk, Craig Rowbotham, has calmly and competently
managed our resources very effectively to help us balance the books and leave the Council
financially stable for years to come, and put in place all the human resource policies and
structures we need. Craig is the Council’s first point of contact for the Council, on all matters
except those referred to above. You can email Craig at clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
We hope you will agree that we have done all we can to turn your views into action. Make sure
you have your say in the autumn when the Parish Council seek your views on what they should
do in Parish Plan 3.

Sporting life in the villages
Sport plays a big part in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill and there have been
many achievements over the years. Here we see what’s going on in your
village.
Coxhoe Athletic FC currently manage
two teams, at senior level in Wearside
League, and an U18 team which play
in the Premier Division of the Russell
Foster Youth League.
Having almost folded at the end of 2013/14
primarily due to lack of players, Spennymoor Town
stepped in to help out and for two seasons kept
senior Saturday football alive in the village as they
played their reserve squad at Beechfield Park.
With a U18 team also in place the
future is bright with a number of the
younger players having already
made their debuts for the seniors.
So far its been a mixed season for
both teams but with a semi final place in the
County Trophy and a last eight place in the
Shipowners Cup competition, silverware could
still come our way. No matter, the future looks
bright with some talented young footballers
Coxhoe United FC was established in 2005 with two teams affiliated at U9 and
U10 to play in the Russell Foster Youth League (RFYL).
Over the next few seasons the number of teams increased to include both boys
and girls. Within the 2012/2013 season 12 teams affiliated and played in the RFYL
with over 200 registered players, 20 Coaches and 30 parents who volunteered
their time to assist the Committee and fundraise. The Club was awarded Charter Standard
Status in 2008 and in May 2011 achieved the Charter Standard Community Club Status which it
still holds today. In 2014 the club was awarded the Fair Play Award by Durham FA. An annual
football tournament is held at the end of each season and in 2015/2016 season the Club
celebrated its 10th anniversary.

If you are interested in joining our club either to play football or to be a volunteer please visit our
website www.coxhoeunited.co.uk and email us as we are always looking for more players and
helpers.

Representing Gymnastics
Local Quarrington Hill girl, Dena Kirk, has been
involved in gymnastics since she was aged three.
The 15 year old has trained alongside Olympian
Amy Tinkler 5 days a week at South Durham
gymnastic Club in Spennymoor. Dena has
competed in The British Championships
alongside other gymnasts from across the
country. Dena now trains in The England squad
in Aldershot and hopes to represent England
abroad.
We hope to see Dena at the Olympics one day!
Coxhoe & Quarrington Hill Youth Club Christmas Fun
Coxhoe Youth Club held a Christmas party for all the
young people on December 16th 2016, much fun was had
by all! We had party games, activities and most of all
FOOD!
We played snowball
fights, sorry no snow only
crunched up paper!

Make a snowman,
sorry no snow, only
toilet roll!
Finally, we had a Christmas food buffet.
Everyone enjoyed themselves and we now
look forward to a fun new year.
New! Music and dance sessions! Girls only
sports! Junior / Senior cookery classes!
Just come along to the Active Life Centre on a
Friday evening:
7 to 12 year olds – 5.30pm to 7.00pm
12 to 19 year olds 7.30 to 9.00pm

Coxhoe Community Partnership future in doubt as
membership numbers dwindle
We desperately need your help to help make Coxhoe a better
place!
Coxhoe Community Partnership may have to consider its future if volunteers do not come
forward to become members. Unfortunately three key officers of the Partnership, The Chair,
Secretary and Treasurer are all retiring at the Annual General Meeting in April. As a result of
dwindling numbers of volunteers and the commitments of existing members in managing
community hubs such as the Active Life Centre and Coxhoe Village Hall the partnership has had
no capacity to develop projects to help improve our village. The loss of key officers now means
that the Partnership either has to secure new members in order that it may be sustained. Without
new members it means that the Partnership, a registered Charity, will have to be dissolved or at
the very least mothball.
The Partnership has been very important to the village over the last 20 years, securing well over
£1.5 million investment in projects such as the Play areas, Skid Zone, the Village Green and the
Limestone Linx as well as being engaged in village planning, community communications and
other improvement work. Its loss would mean that funding only available to community groups
would be lost to other villages.
If you feel you could help please come forward. If you are interested please contact the retiring
Chair, Ian Forster, by email on ianforster176@btinternet.com. The next agreed Partnership
meetings are March 29th and April 26th (Annual General Meeting).
This year’s litter picking programme
This year Muriel Burton from the Partnership is planning another round of litter picks as part of
the community contribution to the ‘Keep Coxhoe Clean campaign’. The suggested dates, which
may be subject to change are as follows:
February Sat 25th, 10.00 - 12.00
March Sat 25th, 10.00- 12.00
April Tue 25th, 16.45 - 19.00
May Tue 30th, 16.45 -19.00
June Tue 27th,16.45 -19.00
July Tue 25th, 16.45-19.00
September Sat 30th, 10.00 - 12.00
October Sat 28th, 10.15 - 12.15
We need the community to get involved in these and make a plea for people to come forward to
help for a couple of hours on each of these occasions. We will do a little publicity closer to each
event but please put these in your diaries and come along to help out. They do make a
difference. If you are interested please contact Muriel on 07821 658324 or email her on
murielburton235@btinternet.com

WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR COXHOE AND QUARRINGTON HILL OVER
THE NEXT 10-20 YEARS?
Included in this issue of the Chronicle is the Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill’s
Neighbourhood Plan Survey giving residents the opportunity to have their say
over how land in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill is developed over the next 10-20
years. This is the chance for you to have your say! We are also offering a £100
prize draw for returned completed surveys!

