July 2018 Edition

Things are happening in and around your Village…
Integra 61 moving forward…
Although not in Coxhoe Parish this will
have a huge effect on us. Planning
application 18/01597 has been lodged for
a 4 storey high 1.8 million square feet,
distribution warehouse that plans to
open March 2020 operating 24 hours a
day with 2,000 FTE employees. It will also
lead to 2 new roundabouts on the A688.
These will be off the current carriageway and delays will be kept to a minimum only
whilst the current carriageway is joined on to them. These roadworks will start in the
Autumn. Durham County Council will also start works on Junction 61 of the A1M to
introduce lights to all junctions and widen them from A668, Bowburn and Parkhill onto
the roundabouts will all be 3 lanes on and two lanes off, which should hugely improve
traffic flows. Works are planned to start in the new year. Details on our website.
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Quarrington Hill and Coxhoe will be taking part in the
National Beacon lighting ceremony at 7pm on 11
November to commemorate the centenary of the
ending of the First World War. 4-5 beacons will be lit at
Quarrington Hill Park and on Coxhoe Village Green with
events for residents to join in with. We hope you will
come and join what will be a unique moment in history.
More details will follow.
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the complaints we get about fireworks going off around
the villages for weeks the Parish Council is to host a
fireworks display for residents of Quarrington Hill and Coxhoe at the Active Life Centre, Monday
5 November. This was a Parish Plan 2 priority. More details and how to get tickets will follow.

Local Road Works - As you will have seen from our Facebook posts and our website the re-surfacing of the whole of
Cornforth Lane, with works due to commence on Thursday 2nd August and are planned to last eight days. Diversions will be
put in place for varying stretches of the works. Proposals which have been discussed for years for traffic calming on Petterson
Dale went to DCC Highways Committee 5 July. Work will hopefully start soon on also resurfacing this street that has been the
site of a number of accidents and near misses. Details available on our website as and when there are any updates.

The County Durham plan will also shape development in and around Coxhoe. Please have your say, and express your
views. You will see a number of comments from Coxhoe residents in the last consultation are included in the Preferred
Options Document, and have made a difference already. See our website for details. Closes 4 August.

Residents are more than
welcome to come along to
Parish Council meetings
at 6:30 pm on the first
Wednesday of each
month to let us know their
views or you can contact
your local Parish
Councillors set out below:

Contacting The Parish Council…
Clerk - Claire Llewelyn on 07988 283 287
clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Admin Officer - Karen Williams on

0191 3773658

Karen,Williams@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Youth Worker—Ian Thompson on 07403 765 269
Ian@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Quarrington Hill

Telephone

Email

Keith Pounder
VACANCY
VACANCY

0191 3773611

keith.pounder@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Coxhoe

Telephone

Email

Angela Appleby
Ellie Cutter
Stuart Dunn (Chair)
Adrian Hedley
Barbara Hepplewhite
Wendy Lavelle
Kay Simpson (Vice Chair)
Colin Thirlaway

07414 956 312
07590 717 258
0770 335 1046
0758 119 6709
0191 377 1366
0191 377 3673
0755 738 4023
0191 377 2596

angela.appleby@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
eiluned.cutter@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
chair@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
adrian.hedley@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
barbara.hepplewhite@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
wendy.lavelle@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
vicechair@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
colin.thirlaway@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Interested in
becoming a
Councillor?
or

Volunteering
for a
particular
project?
Contact the
clerk.

If you want to advertise or include an article in the next Chronicle please contact the Clerk

Your County Councillors
Cllr Maura McKeon

Cllr Stuart Dunn

Cllr Jan Blakey

Tel: 03000 268 769

Tel: 03000 264 342

Tel: 03000 268 685

maura.mckeon@durham.gov.uk

stuart.dunn@durham.gov.uk

jan.blakey@durham.gov.uk

Councillors Dunn and McKeon hold surgeries for residents before each of the Parish
Councils in Coxhoe Division. In Coxhoe these will be at 5:30 on the first Wednesday of the
month at Coxhoe Village Hall. If you’ve got any issues, come along...

What’s happening in your village?
Happy 100th Birthday Talbots Taxis

Seventeen joins the Navy
We are very proud of
our businesses
successes.

The family run business founded by Thomas
and Mary Jane Talbot 100 years ago began
as hauliers, became engineers and
expanded to provide a wide range of
transport needs in the Coxhoe area.
Talbots Taxi service is still operated by
Tommy Talbot and his family. We would like
to congratulate them on serving our village
for 100 years and hope to see them
providing us with taxis for many more years
to come.

For one night only
Seventeen was
commissioned by Her
Majesty’s Royal Navy.
Norma Lowther and her
staff were appointed to
cater for the retirement
of Naval Officers.
A delighted Norma said
“I am so proud of the
team and want to thank
them for their hard work
and commitment”. Well
done to everyone at
Seventeen.

Durham Miners Gala

Coxhoe Banner Group
Friday evening 13th July the Eve of the Gala at
Coxhoe Village hall, doors open at 7 pm for
Band Concert to start at 8 pm. Admission
£2 along with a licenced bar.

ADORE
What’s not to adore about
Adore!! The pretty shop
on our front street
celebrated 3 years in
business in April.
Adore sells beautiful
clothes, jewellery and gifts
that fit everyone’s budget.
Congratulations Alison,
another year making our
Village special.

Saturday Morning Gala Day July 14 2018, Band
to play outside of Village Hall at 7-45 am Then
to parade from the Co-op car park to the Pit
Wheel.
Buses to leave 8-45 am from Petterson Dale
near Pit Wheel for our journey to The New Inn
Durham. Banner to pick up at 2-30 pm and
return Journey from New Inn Durham to
Coxhoe at 3-30 pm.

All times are approximate depending on the
weather.
Children under 16 years of age must be
accompanied by a Guardian.
Bus fare £3 return, children under 16 years old
travel free. May the Sun shine on us all.

Coxhoe Village Hall – Summer Update
AGM The Committee have called the AGM for

Welcome to our Team Welcome to our new

Wednesday 18th July 2018 7pm Coxhoe Village Hall.
The current Committee is very small in numbers and
we would welcome support from the community in
keeping this important village hub running.

cleaner/caretaker Shirley Armstrong and who joined the
team recently. Welcome also to Karen Williams who is a
shared resource between the Parish Council and the
Village Hall, who is supporting the committee in the day
to day running of the village hall.

If you could spare some time (every
little helps) please come along and
get involved.
Annual Accounts have been audited and submitted to
the charities commission. We must thank Barbara
Hepplewhite who has supported the Village Hall with
the accounts and David Nichols who has again audited
the accounts free of charge.

Available for bookings, weddings, birthday parties, christenings. Fully licensed
(Late bar available)
Miners Gala Eve Friday 13th July 7pm.
Come celebrate our heritage. A family fun
night of brass with North Skelton Brass
Band. Bar opens at 7pm - £2.00 entry. Then
don’t forget Saturday morning 7.45am Village hall
cenotaph, and follow the band to the miner’s wheel,
before going into the Miners Gala in Durham.

Coming soon -

The recent grant from the CO-OP
Community Fund £2,182.00 has enabled us to purchase
new equipment for the playgroup. We should hear
shortly on a funding application for a through floor lift
which will make the upstairs accessible to all people.
Fingers crossed.

Dance Classes for all ages Brand new Dance
Classes From September 2018, With West End
Performer and Gala Theatre Pantomime
choreographer AMANDA WOODS
Thursday morning: 9.30 - 10.20 for Teddy Bears (2-3) Fun, dance based sensory class for our tiny Teddy
Bears. Featuring all their favourite nursery rhymes and
exciting props to encourage movement and musicality. Most of all forming the enjoyment of music and
dance.
Thursday Evening: 5 - 6.30pm over
10s (seniors) tap/jazz/commercial
6.30- 8pm (advanced jazz/
commercial)
Saturday morning: 9.30 - 10.30 3-5
(infants) tap/jazz, 10.45 - 12.15 under 10s (Juniors)
tap/jazz/commercial. NCDTA Exams, West end workshops, drama and singing coming soon!
For more information please contact:
Miss Amanda Woods: 07525653875
Amandawoods6@outlook.com

Check out our website:
www.coxhoevillagehall.com

Do you know what’s on in our Village Hall?
Slimming World, Playgroup, History Group, Beginners Yoga, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts,
Friendship Group, Quilters classes, free access to computer and internet, Durham
Constabulary Male Voice Choir, Well Baby Clinic, Afternoon Tea Dance, Reading
Room / Book Exchange, Eskrima Warriors martial arts class, Ladies Club,
Pimms & Needles.

Coxhoe Scouts & Beavers
Coxhoe Beavers, Cubs and Scouts have
been busy this term, we’ve been out and about
in the Village for fact finding walks and
photographic scavenger hunts with cameras
purchased through our funding award from
Aviva Community Funding. Our Cubs were
honoured to participate in raising the St.
George’s Cross Flag at the Village Hall for

St.George’s Day. Scouts paid a visit to the
police cells at Spennymoor under the watchful
eye of PCSO Steph Young, who also visited our
Beaver Scouts to talk to us about policing in
County Durham. The Group recently took
advantage of the lovely weather and carried out
a litter pick around the Village. With Cubs going
a little further afield with a visit to Thrislington
Quarry, during which they learned so much
about quarry operations. Beavers have been
busy building to meet the requirements of the
new Builder Badge. Continuing the building
theme they also visited Hardwick Park to build
fairy dens. Beaver Scouts are the youngest
members of the scouting family aged between
6-8 years (meet on a Tuesday evening
5.45-7.00pm), Cub Scouts 8-10.5 years (meet
on a Monday evening 6.00-7.15pm), Scouts
10.5-14 (Monday evening 7.30-8.45pm). If you
or your child are interested please contact:
Paula Prest coxhoebeavers@gmail.com for
more information.

www.thepavingfactory.com
18” high

Other styles available

£30

£20

24” high

18” high

£60

Choice of colours
54”x18”x17

Large choice of planters

£30

25” high

We have more
water features
than any other
outlet in the
North East.

£30

30” high

£40

35”x16”x1

See our
website for
more details.

£295

55” high x
39” wide

PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES PLANNED TO BRING HISTORY ALIVE
June 14th —The Edens of Windlestone Hall

Celebrating the Centenary year of

Presentation by Gordon Morris
July 12th — Heritage Walk around Sedgefield

September 22nd - Suffragette Rally (see below)

Guided walk led by Barbara Leo

September 13th - Women in Action—Suffragettes
of Durham. Presentation by Dawn Layland.

August - No Meeting

Durham Records Office.

October 11th : WW1

‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ - A music/drama event

Celebrating the support given by the people of Coxhoe to the Great War and those in
our community affected by it.
A series of sketches and music by local people including Coxhoe Primary School
children, Scouts, and Guides, Do you have any items of clothing or props which might
fit into the 1914-18 era? If so we’d like to hear from you..

November 8th : WW1 Presentations and display The Italian Front’ & ‘The Great War—Impact on
Coxhoe’ -the results of our research over the last four years.
Ladies of all ages— we invite you to join us at our
‘Suffragette Rally’ on Saturday 22nd September 11am—1 pm
Wear the colours : Bring your banners and placards : Dress in style
Parade from the north of the village to the Village Green where we will celebrate the contribution women of Coxhoe have made to the culture of the community over the years — and
still continue to lead and support village organisations, such as…
Kidszone, Skidzone, Playgroup, Village Hall,

Leisure Centre, Parish Council,
Schools, Churches, Chapels, etc.
Tea and Cakes will follow at the
Lyons Corner Tea House (Coxhoe Village Hall)
Previous to the event there will be craft activities making
decorated straw boaters, sashes, bunting,
placards using replica posters etc.—
look out for information on
Facebook and Noticeboards.

Gentlemen who support the cause may attend and assist
with the event

Visit our website : www.coxhoehistory.org.uk – Find us on : Facebook
Contact Jack Turton, Chair : 0191 3770771 or Barbara Leo, Secretary : email barbaraleo88@googlemail.com

Our Religious Heritage In the
Durham County Gazetteer of
1828 Coxhoe was described
as one of six townships in the
Parish of Kelloe… with only
27 houses and 136 residents
in 1821.

The Building of St. Mary’s Church, Coxhoe
(Information from Durham Records Office)

February 7th 1866 : We the undersigned consent to form
ourselves into a Committee for the purpose of
canvassing the Miners of the Coxhoe Collieries, with a
view to induce them to contribute towards the erection of
The Stockton - Durham
a new Church and the purchase of a Cemetery, for the
turnpike road separated the
newly constituted district of Coxhoe. John Dakers,
two parishes of Kelloe to the east and Bishop Middleham James ?, John Dobson, Hugh Barker.
to the west.
Volunteers quickly came forward to collect for the new
The coming of the Industrial Revolution with the great
demand for King Coal and quarrying minerals resulted in Church including Mr. Hay, Surgeon, Blackgate.
Public notices were erected and a circular sent to 14
a population explosion. New housing was hurriedly
erected for incoming workers who converged on Coxhoe ratepayers in the township requesting a meeting signed
by Dickens Haslewood, Minister of the District. About 25
from diverse parts of the country.
of the principal inhabitants assembled at the Wesleyan
Religions soon established bases...
School Room. Rev. D. Haslewood took the Chair. It
was proposed by Mr. Carnes and seconded by Mr.
CAPTURING THE NEW COLLIERIES—1838 Carnaby “That a Committee be elected this evening with
a view to build a church and obtain a Cemetery for the
“Mary Porteus was in the Sunderland Circuit when
New Ecclesiastical District of Coxhoe and that a
Durham and several adjacent collieries were made
Committee be composed’ - 26 people were elected
including Thomas Wood Esq. of Coxhoe Hall, William
into a distinct station in 1838, and she, with George
Wood Esq, of West Hetton Lodge - with power to add to
Tindall as superintendent, was sent there. …
the number.’

..Many glorious revivals had taken place, however,
during the year. Take the outbreak at Coxhoe as a
specimen. When the colliery was first opened there,
the Primitives very soon got a cottage to preach in,
and started a society.
1838: Primitive Methodists purchased two cottages at
Foundry Row for worship and a day school
1840: the first Wesleyan chapel, with day and Sunday
school was built at Wesley Place.
1859: The Temperance Hall was built at the end of
Foundry Row.
1865: Coxhoe was constituted as a separate parish
formed out of the two parishes of Kelloe and Bishop
Middleham. Anglican services were held in a miner’s
cottage, then the Temperance Hall.
1866: a Catholic chapel was founded in the two cottages
previously used by the Primitive Methodists.

‘COXHOE, a hamlet and township, 5 miles SSW. of
Durham, on the road from Sedgefield. Coxhoe Hall,
the seat and property of Anthony Wilkinson Esq.
stands in a fine healthy situation, in a good sporting
country.
The Directory listed: Bell Thos., Farmer, Coxhoe Mill;
Burn John, Joiner, &c.; Cusson Nicholas, Blacksmith;
Emerson Wm., Farmer, Hall Farm; Furnies Joseph;
Mowbray Geo., Schoolmaster, Pottery’.

By May 1866 £233.2s.0d had been collected for the
Building Fund and it was proposed that local landowners
and employers be written to including Thomas Wood
Esq, Coxhoe Hall, A O’Brien Esq. Epsom, Henry
Blanchard Esq., Morrison Esq., Newcastle, the owners of
Coxhoe Collieries.
In 1868 St. Mary’s Church was consecrated - ‘a building

of stone, in Early Decorated style, consisting of chancel,
nave, south porch, and has one bell: there are 550
sittings.
On Sunday 13th May 2018 a well-attended 150th
Anniversary Service was led by Mark Bryant, Bishop of
Durham. The child friendly occasion involved younger
members of the church and pupils of Coxhoe Primary
School.
The congregation sang ‘Let us Build a House where Love
can Dwell’’ and the children sang ‘The Wise Man Builds
his House upon the Rock’.
The welcoming and friendly party atmosphere culminated
in a fulsome buffet for all at the rear of the church.

Coxhoe Parish Council
Chair’s Annual Report
2017 - 2018
Presented to the
Annual Meeting of Parishioners 2nd May 2018
Introduction
This is my third annual report as Chair. I have to thank all members of this council, particularly our Vice Chair Kay Simpson for
her commitment and support in what has been a very challenging year.
Thanks also to our supporting members from Durham County Council and to all those volunteers, groups and organisations
who are a vital part of our community. It is through our collective efforts that this council has made such progress for the
benefit of our communities.
Furthermore, I must thank those many individuals who have attended our parish meetings throughout the year, raising issues
and concerns that affect their lives. This additional input is also a vital part of making sure our council works for its community.
I also thank Eric Thompson, Ron Mayo, Carole Hogarth, Tony Plewes and Anne Murphy for their service as councillors who
retired at the elections in May and welcome Adrian Hedley, Ellie Cutter, Sue Downham, Julie Slater and Angela Appleby to the
Council who were elected or co-opted to replace them.
It was with sadness the Council received the resignation of Lisa Caine our Community Engagement Office at the beginning of
the year and soon after the resignation of our Clerk Craig Rowbotham. Lucy and Rachel left our youth team in the Autumn. We
wish them all well for the future. A considerable amount of time was spent reviewing our structures.

What have we achieved?
This year has been a year of consolidation on our commitments for our
communities. Members have rolled up their sleeves and actually delivered
on a lot of things we’ve been talking about for some time. Listed below are
some of the actions and progress that have been achieved towards
delivery of our Parish Plan 2 Action Plans:

•

Having taken on various pieces of

Land around the parish to

protect them from development and keep them as green spaces. We have
been, and will continue to work with residents to improve these. We are
investigating taking over the Coxhoe Cricket Ground to maintain it as an additional community sports field.

•

In the summer the Kingswood volunteers stood down. We are actively trying to re-establish a team of volunteers
to help co-ordinate ongoing improvements for the community, we are therefore in the process of sourcing contractors
to ensure necessary maintenance is carried out.

•

The Parish Council has continued to provide

grant funding to help cover costs, support and improve facilities

and activities available to Quarrington Hill Community
centre, Coxhoe Village Hall and the Active Life Centre
e.g. upgrading the main corridor floor at the Active
Life Centre.

•

The Council’s

Youth Services have been a major

focus this year. The Parish Council has committed
significant resource to employ a team of youth
workers to ensure that youth sessions that would
have be lost due to enforced budget cuts to DCC are
replaced by sessions provided by the Parish Council. We welcomed Claire, Sean, Rachel, Lucy, and Jennifer, and in
response to views from young people, established a new Girls only session on an Tuesday and a new Quarrington Hill
Junior Youth Club.

•

The Parish Council provides all of the summer floral displays through planters and

hanging baskets along the main routes in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill, which are well
received by our community. We have reviewed these and this year we’ll be replacing the
double brackets on the green lampposts with single brackets and extending the locations
where we’ll be putting baskets through Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill.

•

We are also exploring extending our Christmas lighting provision this year and hope
to erect Christmas Trees in both villages, for virtually the same costs.

•

Dog fouling remains a problem as well as fly-tipping. These issues are reported

frequently, please keep the reports coming. The Parish Council has provided additional Dog
Bins in the parish to help eradicate this nuisance and will continue to highlight the problem.

•

The Parish Council has been supported by two students and a professor from
Newcastle university in reviewing the evidence gathered in working towards a
neighbourhood plan and or submissions to the County Durham Plan. We await their final
report and recommendations.

•

Our Facebook, Twitter and Website continue to provide invaluable

information to our community. The posts on potentially moving our Parish into the Billingham Constituency in the
Parliamentary Boundary Commission Review reached over 6,500 people. A huge Thank You to Ian Forster for the
massive amount of work he puts into this.

•

Thank you also to Kay Simpson who has produced the last few issues of the Chronicle in its improved colour format,
which is actually cheaper to produce thanks to advertising revenue advertising local businesses.

•

A last ever thank you to Coxhoe Community Partnership which

closed down after many years of developing and improving
community facilities. In the many years the many volunteers involved
have helped to bring in over £1.5m of inward investment into the
village and leave us lasting legacies such as the facilities at Coxhoe park
and the Limestone Linx. As a community we are very grateful for everything you have done and we continue to enjoy.
The above list provides a snapshot of the main areas of work that the council has progressed and continues to work on.
Finance - We have prudently managed our budgets this year to leave us in a position to address future projects whilst
making clear progress on the priorities in the Parish Plan. Our Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2018
will be posted in the Website for all to see and the opportunity exists for any parishioner to examine our financial records by
appointment with the Clerk after conclusion of auditing.
Conclusion - Finally, thanks to our new Clerk Claire Llewelyn who has really hit the ground running and Lynda Wardle for
great support as our Locum Clerk. It has been a very busy year for the Council and next year promises to be every bit as
challenging as we look to welcome new staff and services to our Council.

Stuart Dunn
Coxhoe Parish Council Chair

UPDATE…… Welcome to Karen Williams who joins Coxhoe Parish Council to support Claire in
carrying out the Administrative duties of the Parish Council and will largely be working at the Council
Offices on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Part of her role is to assist with the administration of
Coxhoe Village Hall one day a week to support the team of volunteers who run it. Claire and Karen make
a fantastic working team and we look forward to starting work on Parish Plan 3 to find out what you
want for Quarrington Hill and Coxhoe and to give you the opportunity to refresh your priorities for what
Coxhoe Parish Council does over the next 5 years. You will have seen in our updates that Parish Plan 1
and 2 have made a real difference to our villages and the facilities and activities going on in them. You
shaped that and you’ll get that opportunity again in the Autumn. Please make sure you get involved.

SPORTING SUCCESS FOR LOCAL LAD John Pratt
My key achievements in club water polo consist of
winning two national titles with Sedgefield in 2015
(U17’s) and 2017 (U19) but also gaining a British title in
2016 whilst representing the North East. As for my
National League career, I have played for Northumbria
for three seasons, and finished as the top scorer in the
2016/17 league at just seventeen years old.
As of late my crowning achievement is representing the
Great Britain U19’s team in the European Qualifiers in
May 2018, where we competed against Greece,
Lithuania and Ukraine. We went against the odds and
became the first junior men’s team to qualify the
European Championships for ten years which was an
incredible feat and could not have been possible without
Sean King (London 2012 Olympian), Andy McGinty and
Collin Walsh, our coaches and team manager
respectfully.

I first started taking swimming lessons when I was fouryears-old in Spennymoor Leisure Centre, which is where
I first met George Carpenter, who would later become
my water polo coach when he invited me to give water
polo a go at age six. I went along to a taster session one
Saturday afternoon and realised I had a passion for the
sport. From then on I have not looked back for a
moment and can honestly say that without George I
would not be where I am today.
First game I played for Sedgefield was against Carlisle
when I was seven. It was after this game that George
stated to my parents that I was a talented young player
and that I would one day represent Great Britain. I was
unaware of this conversation having ever occurred until
the European Qualifiers in Manchester, when my dad
told me. It gave me confidence to know that from a
young age people have supported me and willed me on
to succeed.
I first demonstrated my talent on a national scale when
my age group won the Manchester Festival in 2011. I
was privileged to be selected as captain for this
tournament and even more fortunate to score thirty
nine goals throughout the day, making me the events
leading goal scorer.
Since then I have been involved in the national squad
for the 1998 age group, training with them for just over
a year and also my own 1999 age group since 2012.
Whilst representing my own age group I have been
fortunate enough to go to: Netherlands, Malta, Lithuania
and Croatia, participating in training camps and friendly
matches whilst there.

We will now go on to play in the U19 European
Championships in Minsk, Belarus in late August 2018,
where we could face some of the most elite teams in
Europe, including: Montenegro, Serbia, Hungary and
Croatia. This will provide an entirely new challenge for us
all so to prepare, over the summer months, we will be
training harder than ever and potentially going away to
training camps to learn, improve and ultimately win.
Of course, none of my personal success would be even
remotely possible without the dedication, pride and
support I have received from my dad, Eric Pratt,
throughout these last twelve years that I have been
playing. Going through to championships in Minsk is
really the best thank you I could give him; to show him
that all the early mornings and late nights really were
worth it.

Kingswood Nature Diary
Birds have been a little late arriving this year, no doubt
because of the cold spring. But swallows are now flying
around and willow warblers singing in the scrub.
Another small warbler, the blackcap, has also returned
and its powerful, almost robin-like song, can frequently
be heard.

After a long winter, colour is now bursting into our
countryside. The roadside verges are full of garlic
mustard and stitchworts. Dame’s-violets are in full
flower by the cemetery. Bluebells are now coming
out and another, more secretive blue flower, the
Dog Violet, is abundant along the verge down the
Red Briar bank. Within the wood itself here, wood
anemones have been in full flower. Meanwhile, in
the wood in Cassop Vale itself, wild garlic (or
ramsoms) is in full flower.

The orchids have just started to flower. The first to
show is the early purple orchid, a fairly large, loose
flowered orchid. Again, the verge along the Red
Briar can hold quite a few of these flowers. Common
Spotted and Northern Marsh orchids will be in flower
by June and can be found in many parts of our
countryside. The less colourful twayblade, so named
because of its two large leaves, will also be in flower.
Later in the month fragrant orchids will appear and,
in one or two special places, you may be lucky to
find a bee orchid or two.

As its name implies, the crown of its head is black, at
least for the male. The female has a rufous brown cap.
Another summer bird with a descriptive name is the
whitethroat. A little, brown warbler with a scratchy
song, it has a clear white throat which you can see
when it comes into the open. There is another bird with
a similar name, the lesser whitethroat. This bird is
more secretive than the common whitethroat but a few
are around at the moment.
One other bird you may have heard recently is the
curlew, a medium sized brown bird with a long, curved
bill. Now becoming increasingly rare, we are lucky in
our region to be one of this bird’s last strongholds. It
breeds mainly in the uplands, where its evocative cry
can be heard almost constantly, but each year a few
stay with us as well. They are probably nesting
somewhere on Cassop Moor and, in May, I saw two in
the field by the pond in Cassop Vale.

We are of course all aware of the importance of the
great crested newt, an amphibian that enjoys
considerable protection. It is a creature that is fairly
common in our area but rare or absent in many parts of
the country. It can be found, along with the two other
species on newts that we have in the UK, in the ponds
in Crow Trees Local Nature Reserve. I am aware that,
during a recent count that was conducted for the
quarry, nearly 200 specimens were found in the ponds.
That must make this area one of the most important for
this species.

Class 5’s Mission
We are very excited that Class 5 have been chosen to
take part in a special mission. They will all be Special
Agents completing tasks and filling in a Mission Tracker.
Our mission begins on Monday 21st and our first task is
to go for a run every day of the week. The second
mission will be completed as holiday homework and we
will be trying to eat the rainbow. We have to eat as
many different rainbow coloured fruit and vegetables
as we can e.g. red – tomatoes and strawberries, yellowpeppers and bananas, pink – radishes, blue –
blueberries. Our third mission will be to win with water
where we will try to drink eight glasses of water a day

and not have any
fizzy drinks at all! In
weeks four and five
we have exciting
team building and
fitness tasks. In week
six we have to be active for sixty minutes every day!
We hope completing our tasks will be lots of fun and
help us to be healthier and happier. If you would like to
find out more about these challenges and take part go
to gorunforfun.com
Or perhaps move along to some supermover videos
which are great for bodies and minds and especially
good for rainy days! https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/
football/supermovers

Schools' Cup saw Coxhoe A and Coxhoe B both win their
divisional cups. The teams did clash earlier in the
This year has been a
league season and after an initial scare, the A team
marvellous year for the
prevailed in a five-goal thriller. Not to be outdone,
football teams
in May, the girls of the A team managed to
of Coxhoe Primary School. It started with the A
win their league also, however, it must be noted, this
team retaining their league title with an unbeaten
was only possible because the girls' B team managed to
record. A couple of weeks later, due to delays caused by
take points off their nearest rivals by playing out a
'The Beast from the East', the B team matched this by
draw. At the time of writing, the girls have still to attend
triumphing in The Championship and winning all of their
their cup competition with the possibility of completing
league fixtures in the process. The Sedgefield
a miraculous clean sweep!

Football Fun

Calling all Merchant Seaman past and present, Sea
Cadets and relatives of veterans or serving members of
Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill– would you like to be
involved in Coxhoe Parish Council’s commemoration of
Merchant Navy Day?

Red Ensign in honour the brave men and women who
kept our island nation afloat during two World Wars,
and even during peacetime faced – and continue to
face – the more routine perils of violent storms and
mountainous seas

We are currently looking at how to raise our
If you are interested in becoming involved, or would
community’s awareness of our island nation’s reliance like to know more then please email us at:
on seafarers and shipping, and is looking to be involved karen.williams@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
in Merchant Navy Day; and have signed up to fly the

St. Andrew’s Methodist Church
SERVICES - held each Sunday. Gospel Singalong at
10.30am followed by Sunday Worship at 10.45am.

SHOPPERS SERVICES are held on the first Saturday in
the month at 10.00am to 10.30am
2nd June conducted by Superintendent Minister Revd Susan
Richardson.
7th July conducted by Revd Francis Neil
4th August conducted by Deacon Annabel Graham

COFFEE MORNINGS are held every Saturday morning
9.30am until 11.15am. Coffee or tea £1.00.per
cup including biscuits.

WIVES GROUP meets fortnightly on a Wednesday evening from 7.pm until 9.pm. offering a
wide and varied programme throughout the year an example is on 20th June the guest speaker
will be Jayne Raine giving a talk on the work of Silverline. This was founded by Ester Rantzen
following the success Childline. New members always welcome to share fellowship and
friendship
On Thursday evening 14th June at 7.30pm a Concert will be given by The Manse Singers. All
proceeds towards church funds. Tickets are £5.00. Including light refreshments. Tickets are
available at any Coffee morning or on the night.

St Joseph's
Coxhoe
Mass Times
Saturday –9.00am
Saturday—6.00pm (Vigil)
Adoration 1st Saturday of each month at 5:15pm
Thursday—9.00am
Thursday—12:00 Noon Latin Mass
Coffee Afternoon Thursday at 1:30pm-3:00pm unless
otherwise informed.

Old King Coal

Pictured above from right to left are Clive
Lawson, Dan Whinham, Ray Wison and George
Tunstall from the Quarrington Hill Banner Group
with Marley the pit pony and one of the fabulous
volunteers form Beamish. Saturday 31 July was
the 5th Old King Coal celebration of the North
East’s Mining Heritage. Clive said “We marched
from the Mining Village with our banners up to
the town and then they were all exhibited in a
large marquee for visitors to inspect. It was another great day. Thanks to Beamish for hosting
this great event.”

Linden Grove, Coxhoe,
Durham. DH6 4DW
Tel: 0191 377 1789
www.activelifecoxhoe.co.uk
info@activelifecoxhoe.co.uk

Come along to the Active Life Centre
Walking Football & Walking Netball

What’s On...

Coxhoe Golf Open ‘The

Coxhoe Trail Run

Friendly Open’

10K Garmin measured route

Saturday 1st September 2018

Sunday 23rd September 2018

Knotty Hill Golf Centre, Sedgefield

Active Life @Coxhoe

First Tee off 11am

To register or for more information
please contact the Centre on 0191 3771789 or
visit our NEW website!

Sponsored by

Bacon Roll & Coffee
18 Holes, Individual Stableford
Prizes for first 3 & 2x nearest pin
Blind pairs comp included
(Max one single prize per person)

£20
Contact Active Life @Coxhoe on 01913771789 or
visit our NEW website!

Coming Soon……

EXTENTED AND REFURBISHED GYM
& BRAND NEW EQUIPMENT!!

