Christmas SpiritA huge thank you to all of the
businesses in Coxhoe that helped
us to get in the festive mood by
taking part in our first ever
Christmas Window competition.
Thanks also to Coxhoe Scouts for
helping us to impartially judge it.
The winners were announced at
our first Christmas Tree Lighting
Service and thank you to so many
of you for turning out on a cold
winters night to sing carols around
our tree and light the Lights.
Well Done to Opal and Noah’s Ark
which were joint winners and also
Wing & a Prayer and Coxhoe
Timber who were joint runners up
despite the sophisticated scoring
system in place.

Slow progress on Quarrington Hill Churchyard
Following the public meeting 23 August, which 80 residents attended, a site visit
around localised geological features around Cassop and Quarrington Hill was
arranged with Local Geologist David Wigham, Tarmac’s Regional Geologist, about
a dozen representatives from the Parochial Church Council and Diocese, ending up
in the church yard. The good news was that despite the rich variety of geological
issues found on the walk, none were found in the churchyard and initial views were
that this was typical settlement in a churchyard of the area. There is considerable
movement of stones and ground movement, which is still of considerable concern
to the Church Council and their insurers, and so to try to reassure them Tarmac
made a generous offer to carry out a movement survey on the headstones and map the historical mine workings
that have worked around the churchyard to hopefully confirm if this just typical settlement similar to other
churchyards.
The Church Council have also commissioned an independent geological survey to doubly reassure them of risks
and that it is safe to allow residents back in to access the churchyard. Coxhoe Parish Council have agreed to jointly
fund this survey, because we understand just how much this means to residents of Quarrington Hill who can’t
currently pay respects to their deceased relatives.
Sadly it will take a number of months to measure and compare the results and so the Church Council’s request for
people not to access the churchyard will remain in place for a while longer, but hopefully not too long.

Residents are more than
welcome to come along to Parish
Council meetings at 6:30 pm
usually on the first Wednesday of
each month to let us know their
views. Please note January’s
meeting is on Monday 6th
January 2020 at 6.30pm at
Quarrington Hill Community
Centre. You can contact your
local Parish Councillors as below:

Quarrington Hill

Contacting The Parish Council…
Clerk - Claire Llewelyn on 07988 283 287
Clerk@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Admin Officer - Vacancy to be advertised soon
Youth Worker—Ian Thompson on 07403 765 269
Ian@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Telephone

Email

Vacancy
Vacancy
Keith Pounder

—–—
0191 3773611

——
keith.pounder@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Coxhoe

Telephone

Email

Darren Brown
Nathan Brown
Stuart Dunn (Chair)
Adrian Hedley
Wendy Lavelle
Kim Lowes
Kay Simpson (Vice Chair)
Colin Thirlaway

0776 480 2006
0795 089 0861
0770 335 1046
0758 119 6709
0191 377 3673
0798 391 8565
0755 738 4023
0191 377 2596

Darren.brown@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Nathan.brown@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Chair@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Adrian.hedley@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Wendy.lavelle@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Kim.lowes@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vicechair@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Colin.thirlaway@coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Merry Christmas
from Coxhoe
Parish Council

If you want to advertise or include an article in the next Chronicle please contact the Clerk

Your County Councillors
Cllr Jan Blakey

Cllr Stuart Dunn

Cllr Maura McKeon

Tel: 03000 268 685

Tel: 03000 264 342

Tel: 03000 268 769

jan.blakey@durham.gov.uk

stuart.dunn@durham.gov.uk

maura.mckeon@durham.gov.uk

Councillors Dunn and McKeon hold surgeries for residents before each of the Parish
Councils in Coxhoe Division. In Coxhoe these will be at 5:30 on the first Wednesday of the
month at Coxhoe Village Hall. If you’ve got any issues, come along...

Church Services
St Joseph's Church

St Mary's Church

MASS TIMES:

Services:
23rd December: Christingle & Carols at
3.30pm
(Please come dressed as a biblical
Christmas character or animal!)
24th December: Village Carol Service at 6.30pm
Carols & Readings
25th December: Christmas Day Eucharist at 10 am
30th December: Holy Communion at 9.15 am

Saturday morning - 9.00am
Saturday Evening - 6.00pm (Vigil)
(Children’s Liturgy Group during Mass)
Thursday Morning - 9.00am
Thursday - 12.00 Noon Latin Mass
Adoration 1st Saturday of each month at 5.15pm
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS:
Tuesday 24th December; Carols beginning at 5.40pm
followed by Vigil Mass at 6.00pm.
Coffee afternoon Thursday 1.30 - 3.00pm
Contact: parishsecretary1961@btconnect.com

Coffee Mornings:
There will be no coffee mornings during Christmas
week (Tuesday 25th & Thursday 27th)
You can check for latest information on Facebook
(St Helen Kelloe, St Mary Coxhoe) and on our
website at http://stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk.

St. Andrew’s Methodist Church
SERVICES held each Sunday. Gospel Singalong followed by Sunday Worship at 10.45am.
SHOPPERS SERVICES are held first Saturday of each month between 10.00am and 10.30am.
(PLEASE NOTE there will not be a Shoppers Service during January 2020).
1st February 2020 conducted by Deacon Annabel Terry, and 7th March 2020 conducted by John Kidd.
COFFEE MORNINGS are held every Saturday morning 9.30am until 11.15am. Coffee or tea including biscuits
£1.00.
WIVES GROUP meets fortnightly on a Wednesday evening at 7.00pm until 9.00pm. New members are always
welcome to share fellowship and friendship. The first meeting of 2020 will be held on Wednesday 25th March.
CHRISTMAS AT ST.ANDREWS

Sunday 22nd December Christmas Carol Service will be conducted by the Stewards.

24” high
Christmas Day, Wednesday 25th December at 10am. Superintendent Minister, Revd Susan Richardson will
conduct this Christmas morning service during which Communion will be shared.
For further information of Services, Coffee Mornings or Events contact Margaret Welsh on 01913770751 or email
Margaret.r.welsh@gmail.com.
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Thank you Coxhoe History
Group for producing ‘Our
World War 1 Legacy’ which
was distributed to all households
in Coxhoe.
After four years of research as
part of the World War One
Centenary, we were delighted to
publish the booklet and provide
every household in the village
with a copy. The History Group
have been overwhelmed with the
positive feedback and comments we have received,
making the hard work and commitment of group
members all the more enjoyable.

Fabulous Fireworks 2019 Thankyou to all
who attended our fireworks display. We sold over 2000
tickets this year. We hope you will agree that this was
another success for or village
and we hope to continue again
in 2020.
Pictures courtesy of Ben Lyon

What’s happening in your Village
Remembrance
Sunday Frank Savage,
our oldest surviving veteran
today cut the ribbon on The
Half Moons new memorial
bench. The veterans visit
the pub every year as part
of their remembrance
celebrations.

Parish Planning Further to
meetings held last May, we’ll be
launching our Parish Planning
process in January and February.
Please come along to meetings at
Coxhoe Village Hall &
Quarrington Hill Community
Centre.
Please look out for dates on our
website or notice boards

“Coxhoe on the Run” Recognised in Regional Awards

The Parish Council will be recruiting an Administration Assistant in the new year, due to a current vacancy. Please look out for
details on the noticeboards and
our website.

Congratulations to Corrina James who founded Coxhoe
on the Run on being named Runner-Up in the RunTogether Leader of the Year at the England Athletic’s Volunteer Awards in the North-East. This is a fantastic
achievement and definitely putting Coxhoe on the map.
Well done! If you’d like to join them, runs are on
Wednesdays at 6.30pm (meet outside Coxhoe Village
Hall) and Sundays at 9.00am (meet outside Seventeen
Café). See facebook.com/coxhoeontherun.

The 2019/2020 season is now well underway and it has seen
the club continue to grow with the under 9s now having
enough players to form two teams. As this team was only
established earlier this year, this a fantastic achievement and
credit must be given to Warren Metcalfe and Neil Reed, who
have taken the team forward helped by other coaches and a
great set of players and parents.

knows of any girls who may be interested in taking part
please get in touch.

Our annual Christmas party will be held on Friday December
6th at Coxhoe Leisure Centre. Entry is free to all junior players
with entrance by ticket only for adults at a cost of £2 each.
There will be a raffle with many prizes and a disco. Hopefully
Santa himself may put in an appearance. If any local
The taster football training sessions for boys and girls in
businesses would like to donate prizes to us please get in
school reception and year 1 has been an instant success with touch. Any money will go back in to the club to further
a turnout of over 20 children. These sessions are currently
improve our training and playing facilities, and to buy new
held at 5 pm on a Monday night, in the sports hall at Coxhoe strips and equipment.
Leisure Centre. If you know of any boys or girls who would
The club is always looking for new players, managers,
be like to take part please bring them along, they will need
coaches, sponsors and helpers. If you know anyone who can
footwear such as trainers suitable for running around
help with any of these things, or wish to take part yourself
indoors and sports kits such as shorts and will need to be
please feel free to contact the club either via our Facebook
accompanied by an adult throughout the session.
page or through one of the committee members listed
Alternatively if you know of anyone who
below.
would like to help out as a coach or
Chairman - Stuart Walton 07879 330690
manager for this new team please contact
Vice Chairman - Gary Hunt 07538 674322
the club committee.
Secretary - Neil Simpson 07833 407797
We are also hoping to set up a girls team at
Treasurer - David Forster 07827 360779
Under 7s, and are hoping to run weekly
Child Welfare Officer – Greg Alderson 07801
training sessions if there is enough interest,
595734
with a view to joining the Russel Foster
Fundraising and Events Co ordinator Warren
league for girls football teams . If anyone
Metcalfe - 07746 357166

MORE awards in Coxhoe?
Happy birthday to us! We
celebrated our first birthday in
September. We’ve had a great first year
of running;
62 sessions to date - 1,140 pairs of feet
pounding the local pavements and trails.
For 131 different people; We’ve helped
57 people from the couch to being able
to run at least 5km; Approximately 95% of our runners are from the parish.
A big thank you to our runners for making this possible and also to our
dedicated and motivational run leaders and helpers without whom we would
not be able to offer such a wide range of sessions for all abilities. Their
continued commitment to the local groups has positively impacted the health
and wellbeing of many local people – we’re extremely proud of you.

people that can find themselves very isolated.
Putting Coxhoe on the Map!
We recently had the privilege of sharing

our story and some of our runners’ stories at a
national event in London; the focus of which was Sport and its
impact on Mental Health. It was a pleasure to talk about the impact
that the local parish running groups have had on peoples wellbeing;
through socialising and being part of a group as well as improving
health.
NEW Couch to 5km Programme
Our next couch to 5km programme will begin on Tuesday 14th
January 2020. We’re teaming up with the Active Life Centre for this
programme. These
EXTRA run night added—Due to demand we have added an
programmes are a great way to
additional run night. From 15th November 2019 we will be running
get into running, gradually
on both a Tuesday and Thursday evening, 7PM start from the Village
building up over a period of
Hall.
weeks. To find out more or
Congratulations to our new coaches
book a place please contact us.
Two of our fantastic run leaders have taken the plunge to become
coaches – completing their Coaching in Running Fitness qualification Contact Information
with England Athletics. Congratulations to Julie and Claire.
For more information you can
We are now licensed with British Blind Sport
contact us through our page on
Facebook @coxhoerunaways or through RunTogether https://
We recently completed accreditation to support visually impaired
runners and will shortly become licensed with England Athletics and groups.runtogether.co.uk/CoxhoeRunaways or by email
coxhoerunaways@outlook.com
British Blind sport as guide runners. We are hoping that this will
encourage more people into running and enable us to support those

Quarrington Hill Runners have gone from strength to strength they meet Monday
and Wednesday evenings at 7pm, meeting outside of Quarrington Hill community
centre. The three local running groups met recently on the COXHOE TRAIL RUN.
Members from the three local running groups attended Coxhoe Trail Run on 22nd
September. We all had a great
day, it's a really well organised
event and a lovely route. It was a
great opportunity for a photo of
the three groups together. For
more info go to our Facebook
pages ‘Quarrington Hill Runners’ or ‘Coxhoe Runaways’
Come and join us if you’re interested. If you require more information
contact our Facebook page or you can contact me on 07592881757.

FA Groundsman of Year Awards 2019
Over the past three seasons, the committee at Coxhoe
Athletic have invested time, money and a lot of leg work into
improving the playing surface at Beechfield Park.
Every year the FA stage the Groundsman of the year
awards and this year following an assessment of the pitch
by Lee Jackson, head groundsman at Manchester City, Paul
Ord, (better known as Chez to those regular visitors to
games) was invited to St Georges Park, home of the FA to collect a Highly
Commended award. Everyone knows it’s a team effort here at Coxhoe but
Chez, who has a 30 years association with the club, is one of those unsung
heroes whose best work goes unnoticed.

Coxhoe Beavers Cubs and Scouts
17th Durham (Coxhoe) Scout Group provides adventure for young
people aged 6 to 14.5. Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts enjoy a wide
range of activities both indoor and outdoor. Our base is the Village
Hall in Coxhoe. We also participate in events and activities at other
times and venues.
Beavers (6-8 years of age) - Tuesday 5.45 till 7.00pm.
Cubs (8-10.5 years of age) – Monday 6 till 7.15pm.
Scouts (10.5 to 14.5 years of age) – Monday 7.30 till 8.45pm.
A busy term for Coxhoe Scout Group!
We started our term with the Group Indoor Picnic enjoying games
and an indoor picnic. The hard work and enthusiasm of Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts was reflected in their attending the County Award
Ceremony at the Exel Centre at Newton Aycliffe with Beavers
receiving their Chief Scout Bronze Award, Cubs receiving their Chief
Scout Silver Award and the Group’s first Chief Scout Gold Award.
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts enjoyed the opportunity to kayak and
paddleboard at Seaham Harbour, thanks to Libby and her crew from
Adventure Access in Seaham for looking after us. It was great fun and
we’re hoping that we can visit again during the warmer weather.

Clare are now leading our cubs and enjoying every minute. We are
working towards our Outdoor Challenge badge which includes lots of
camping skills. We have put tents up with the help of our scout
leaders and made sleeping areas in the hall. Those air beds were
difficult to pump up! ATOMS Education came in to do two cooking
workshops where we made pan pizzas, something that could be
made on a camping stove, which were DELICIOUS. We learned first
aid skills and made dens out in Coxhoe Wood which were fabulous.
Our last session will be spent at Moor House cooking food on a fire
outside. We have even taken part in Marie’s first experience of wide
games. Next time we will wear waterproofs and wellies and take
torches! We got so muddy. Terrific fun! Next half term we look
forward to earning our astronomy badges, fire safety and helping the
homeless. Here’s to another fun filled half term!
An eventful term for Beavers with a visit to Fishburn Airfield, thank
you to Jamie from ARG for looking after us and allowing the Beavers
climb aboard the static displays and learning more about the planes
themselves. Beavers took advantage of the last of the light nights to
enjoy a nature walk around Hardwick Park. Our weekly sessions
continue with a focus on the Air Activities and Communication
badges. Thanks to Stacey from ATOMS Education for her fantastic
gingerbread planes. At the time of writing Beavers are looking
forward to a trip to the Dry Ski Slope at Silksworth in Sunderland.
Some of our Beavers have enjoyed a sleepover at Carlton in
Cleveland with other Beavers from around the Durham City District –
an amazing weekend enjoyed by all who attended.
A massive thank you to all our parents who give so generously of
their time and expertise to help and support our Group.

Scouts have had a busy term to date with two camps during
September and October. Thanks to St Helen’s Church in Kelloe for
allowing us to camp in their grounds after our cycle ride to complete
the Cyclist Activity Badge. We very much enjoyed the experience
with camp-fire, marshmallows and eating out in the open air. Scouts
also enjoyed a 2-night camp at Confido at Moor House with over
1000 other Scouts. Fun, games, meeting up with friends and many,
many activities for all Scouts to enjoy. Thanks to the Moor House
team for organising. Some of our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will be
Volunteering Opportunities
chatting to Scouts from around the world via Jamboree on Air (JOTA) Making a volunteering commitment can be a scary thing. Why not
in conjunction with Durham and District Amateur Radio Society.
try our 4-week challenge! Volunteering can take many forms, either
through helping with a couple of sessions per term or offering to
Scouts have also been focusing on camping related activities;
deliver a particular session based on your skills/expertise or helping
pitching camp and decamping, campfires, Smores and more. Scouts with a camp or hike.
are working towards their World Challenge badge learning about the As you can imagine there’s a lot that goes on behind the scenes to
world around them, future sessions include homelessness and
ensure that the Group provides the opportunities for our young
Dementia. We are also hoping to prepare for an environmental
people. Activities and events take time to organise to ensure that
project. Scouts are also looking forward to a second visit to the Dry
they are interesting and safe for our young people; organising places
Ski Slope at Sunderland to further develop their skiing abilities.
to visit, activities to participate in, risk assessments, etc. If you would
Some of our Scouts are participating in Sanctuary. An activity with
like to help with this side of the Group we’d love to hear from you.
fugitives (Scouts) are dropped off anywhere within an 8 mile radius
of Hardwick Park and make their way back to the Sanctuary of
We are looking for help with three specific roles within the
Hardwick Park, avoiding capture on their way.
group: Chairman and Secretary of our Executive Committee which
meets once per term. The Group would benefit greatly from
We have had a busy half term at Coxhoe Cubs with new leaders to
someone taking on the role of Group Scout Leader. This involves
boot! Our wonderful Stephen and Joanna stepped down at the end managing and supporting the Group and its Leaders to ensure it runs
of summer leaving two vacancies and big shoes to fill. Marie and
effectively and that Scouting within the Group develops.

We have moved to St Andrews Methodist Church enabling us to revert to our preferred Thursday
meeting night in 2020. We look forward to welcoming everyone, new and old to our new venue.

LOOKING FOR A VENUE FOR
The Management Committee and staff would like toANY
wish everyone
a very Merry
OCCASION
- PARTY,
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year; especially our fantastic volunteers
who work tirelessly to make our Village Hall a welcoming
place to be, as well as allWEDDING –
CHRISTENING,
of our user groups.
LOOK NO FURTHER!!

Ring 0191 377 3044 or email admin@coxhoevillagehall.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
The Management Committee and staff would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy New Year; especially our fantastic volunteers who work tirelessly to make
our Village Hall a welcoming place to be, as well as all of our user groups.
Upcoming Events in 2020
Winter Wellness Event—Thursday 27th January 2020 1.30pm - 3.30pm; Come along and
get advice on how to keep happy, fit and well during the winter months with the Wellbeing for
Life Team. Open to everyone this is an informal but informative event, so why not come along
for a chat and a cuppa too!
Catch up with a Cuppa—Friday 10th January, 7th February, 6th March 2020; 10.30am 1pm. - Everyone is welcome, so why not come along and meet old friends and new whilst trying our refreshments and home made cakes (at a nominal charge); and there is also a space for
toddlers to play, background music and a raffle to tempt you too
Age UK Lunch Club - Thursday 30th January, 27th February 2020- £5 for a 2 course
meal. Ring Age UK on 0191 374 6577 to book your place

